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ADVERTISEMENT, 


VERY vice, and every folly, 
may be ſo juſtly claimed by the 
generality of mankind, as to render 


,it morally impoſlible to draw charac- 


ters which bear not ſtriking reſem- 
blances to perſons they were never in- 
tended for. Conſequently, theſe me- 
moirs will, I doubt not, occaſion divers 
applications the author never dreamt 


of; and theſe will be abundantly 


made by men of little wit and much 
malice ; and others, too deſpicable to 
merit praiſe, and too obſcure to excite 
ſatire, wall, nevertheleſs, have vanity 
and weakneſsſufhcient to imagine every 
author has had them in view. Theſe 
will unitedly riſe, and under the ſpe- 
cious pretext of public ſpirit, attack 


a work. 
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verely cenſured by ſuch criticks, are 
b always thoſe which laſh them 


4 * 1 _ 7 — 5 — 
* * * hy 


" 32 l | £ ö - 
moſt. +a = 


* 
- 
2 £ s & FE 4 . oY 
3TH} * 7 e 4 P : ; 
0 0 
| - £ J : = = 
* * ' 
*. - 
* - 4 : 
* 
x : N — 1 « * 
in 9 4 * C&S 
1 * 
4-- \ 1 a P | | 
BB AALC 45-7 0 L k F TY 
| 
| N 4 1 
_ 2 
** £1 
5 44 1 f 
1 . 
6 - 
* 
-» 4 J 
: 5 
' - 
; * 
- ” 7 
* 
* 4 , .» 19 
* - 
at, ; ; 7 N 
» Y LI - > . 4 4 þ , 
* 
7 * a% a * >: 
* . * 
4 u r „4 * 
* 
« 
. * 3 4 +; 
þ * | 
2 . 
. 
- 
| * 
| 2 , 
1 4 - * 
| L 
| " 
£ * h ; 1 
4 2 * N 
. — 7 q 
* - - 
* i 
| n N. » - , 
* 
= ; : 
4 — 3 N 
* & * * * . T pa . vs ” | #4 : 
. ths 7 25 
a - - 
of * 4 45 
11 — WK 
3 : 
F - 5 
2 * 
| 
4 


THE, 
counT. DE 


CONFES $10Ns. 


a6) 

HY 338 you drag LN from my 

ſolitude, and trouble my repoſe ? 
You cannot perſuade yourlelf that I am 
abſolutely determined to live in the coun- 
try: I have not been in it above one year, 
and my perſeverance aſtoniſhes you ; What | 
can he do there? you cry: Is it poflible, 9 
after having been hurried away for ſuch if 
a length of time by the torrent of te 
"world, he can renouneFit totally 2 


Beſides, you imagine there are times 
and moments when I not only regret, but 
Foal, it oats to me. Thele ſentiments 
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1 COUNT DE 


in you are natural, and by no means ſug; | 
prize me; at your age, formed with every 


requiſite to pleaſe, nay, to ſhine in the 
world, it would be an ill- natured (as well 
as à difficult) raſk, to make it appear odi- 
ous to you. But for my part, I do (as I 
certainly ought), eſteem it a ſingular hap- 
pineſs that I was diſguſted with the world 
before I became a burden to, if not 
the jeſt of it. I have not yet ſeen forty, 
and am thoroughly ſatiated with thoſe | 
' pleaſures, the novelty of which renders 4 
them, in your opinion, inſatiable. I ; 
have worn out the world, I have worn ; 
out love itſelf, My heart no longer lives 
to blind, tumultuary paſſions, conſequently 
T have loſt ſome. pleaſures ; but then I am 
exempt from the train of ills: which fail 
not toaccompany them, i in number infinite. f 
This ſtate of tranquillity, or if you will, " 
to atccommodate myſelf to your ideas, this 1 
ſpecies of inſenſibility, is ample recom- 
bt pence; and 'Sechags the only happineſs 
8 G that 
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that ought to be within the reach of mor- 

tals. Imagine not from this I am deprived 

of all pleaſure. No, 1 hourly experience 

one to the full as ſenſible, much more 

pure and permanent, than all the reſt ; 

the charms of friendſhip. You ought to 

know its value, you were made to feel it, 

becauſe you are worthy to inſpire it. I 

/ . +» poſlels the ſweeteſt, the rareſt treaſure, a a 

3 faithful friend, who ſhares my ſolitude and 

| ſtands me in the ſtead of all, in leaving me 
nothing to regret. You can ill imagine 
one friend able to recompenſe the loſs of 

the world ; but, ſpite of all the horrours 

with which ſolitude now inſpires you, truſt 

me, you will one day regard it as a good 

ineſtimable. | 

| 1 have had your ideas, have been in the 

; ſame ſituations, but even then I looked 

forward to that I am now in, as a reaſon- 

able, ſenſible reſource. And to convince 

you of the truth of what I advance, I have 

a mind to give you a detail of the remark- 

"7 able 


4 COUNT. p 
able events and particular circumſtances: - 
which ſo early detached me from the 
world. This recital ſhall be a faithful 
confeſſion of the wrong- headedneſs and 
errors of my youth; and it may ſerve 
vou as a leffon againſt the ſame miſtakes, 


It is unneceſſiry to entertain you with 
my family, as well known to you as my- 
ſelf, from the nearneſs of our connexions. 
Deſtined by my birth to live i in a court, I 
was bred up like the reſt of my rank there; 
that is to ſay, very ill, In my infancy 1 
"had a preceptor to teach me Latin, Ke. 
who taught me nothing. Some few. years 
after, I was put into the hands of a 80. 
vernor, to inſtruct me in the manners of a a 
world he was himſelf totally ignorant of; 
the care of my education being left ens 
rirely to theſe two uſeleſs triflers, only in 
conformity to the then mode, The he fame 
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"ance, early diſerabarraſſed me from them 


Foie My N received a box on 
; the 
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che ear from one of my mother's women, 
to whom ſhe owed ſome ſecret obligations, 
the conſciouſneſs of which cauſed her to 
exclaim loudly againſt the abbe's inſolence; 
ſhe told him ſhe neither would, or ought. | 
to ſuffer it on any conſideration, and that i 
he ſhould be inſtantly diſcharged. My 
governor was very differently treated; he 
was polite, inſinuating, and complaiſant ih 
qualifications which ſoon found their . 
to the heart of my mother” s favourite wo- 
man; their amour kept pace with my 
education; in ſhort, it was begun by his 
debauching this chamber-maid, and finiſh- 
ed by his marrying her. My mother 
making them a ſettlement, by which 1 
profited ; for I commenced maſter of my 
ations at a time of life when a governor 
is moſt neceſſary, if that character was 
held reſpectable enough to allow vs to hope 
for a good one. You will ſoon ſee by the 
uſe I made of my liberty, how well I mer 
rited having it to trifle with. I was ſent 


B 3 to 
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to college to finiſh my education; which, 
when I was on the point of leaving. a re- 
lation of my mother's, who had a kind of | 
authority over me, carried me with bim 
into the country, to the houſe of a lady 
whowas/a particular friend of his; I was 
well enough received, We naturally loye 
the company of young people, and wo- 
men, above all, love to meet with oppor- 
tunities of ſhewing, their wit, ſentiment, 
Kc. I gave great attention to all they 
_ ſaid, and was not ill prepared to anſwer 
their queſtions. I found they were not 
diſpleaſed with my ſprightlineſs; and di- 
verted themſelves greatly at the extrava- 
gance of my ideas, which encouraged me, 
to give a looſe to them. The day follow- 
ing, many ladies arrived from Paris; ſome 
with their lovers, ſome with their huſ- 
bands, and fome with both the one and the 
other. The marchioneſs of Valcourt, tho' 
not in the bloom of youth, was ſtill ex- 


tremely amiable; ſhe entered with great 
ſpirit 


= 
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ſpirit and humour into the little jeſts that 
were levelled at me, and, under pretence 
of pleaſing the lady of the houſe, who ap- 

ared to intereſt herſelf about me, the mar- 
chioneſs would have me always with her, 
and called me her knight errand, a title 
I was not a little vain of. I always gave 
her my hand in our walks, and ſhe placed 
me next her at table, My extraordinary 


aſſiduity became the general topic of the 


company, but I put a much better grace 
upon all, than they expected from a bay 
unacquainted with the world; nEverthes 


leſs, I begun to feel ſentiments: I dared not 


declare, and could but imperfectly un- 
ravel. I had read ſome few romances, 


and believed myſelf in love; the pleaſure, 


the honour of being diſtinguiſhed, nay ca- 
reſſed, by an amiable woman, added to 
the impreſſion which jewels, dreſs, and 
perfumes naturally make on the mind of a 
young man, and, above all, a fine neck, 
(and madam Yalcourt's was RY beau- 

„ OOO BR unn eng 
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auh awakened every ſource of paſfion u 

me. In ſhort, all the ſeducing airs of a . 

woman, who has overcome the prejudices 

of the world, Join 'd toaneaſe and elegance 

rarely, if ever, to be ,met with in women 

of” an inferior claſs, plunged me at once 

: into a ſituation till then unknown to me; ; | 
and which the marchioneſs, much bet” . 

ter able to define, determined to avail 

herſelf of, and undertook the finiſhing my i | 

education, or, in the more polite phrate,. ©} 

10 bring me into the world. Her firſt 

kedture Was upon that Paſſion the ſex ſcems 

formed” for, though I have ſince learned, 

1 ey: are capable of every great, generous, 

and noble action the beſt of us can boaſt 
of. But to return to the 'marchioneſs? 
* Love," ſays ſhe, 40 my friend, exiſts 
but in the heart, is the ſole principle of 
our pleaſures; thence ariſes all our ten= 
der. feelings, all our delicacy of ſenti>, 

ments. A ſty le of converſation to me 
ag unintelligible as. a thouſand others, 
| mingled 
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mingled with thoſe metaphyſics, which, 
at that time reign d fo. much. in e 
ching we  faid, and fo little i in every th ing 
we did. The ſceming confidence ſhe reg 
poſed in me (only to make trial of my ib. 
cretion) flattered my vanity; a young 
man is charmed to find himſelf of conſe» 
quence, in the world; above all, to chat 
part of it he chuſes to aſſociate with. In 
the end ſhe began to ſound me on the. 
ſubje& of jealouſy, and under colour of 
forming my ideas, endeavoured to find out 
what I thought of a man (agreeable. 
enough). who came along with her into 
the country, and who I afterwards learned 
was her lover; but I was very far fronf | 
ſuſpecling it at that time; l imagined him 
too old, though not above forty, 10 have 
any connexion with the marchioneſs bur. 
that of friendſhip; nevertheleſs he had 
one the moſt” intimate. At this time, in- 
deed, ſhe kept him merely from habit, 
and from taſte” had deſtined me his ſuc- 
: e 
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ceſſor, or at leaſt his aſſociate. Therefore | 


whenever I aſked her the cauſe of his afſ= 
ſuming a ſour manner of ſpeaking to her, 


which I could not*forbear remarking, ſhe 
told me, * that having been an intimate 


friend of her huſband's, that friendſhip 


allowed him a right of counſelling her 
with freedom.“ Satisfied with this frivo- 
lous anſwer, my curioſity went no farther, 
She frequently reproached me with ne- 


glecting my perſon ; would make me fit 


at her toilet on my return from the chaſe, 
and adjuſt my dreſs; gloſſing over this 
partiality towards me with her friendſhip 


: 


for my parents, and her connexion with 


bur family. And far was I from attribut- 
ing any of theſe favours to my perſonal 


merit. I have often reflected ſince on the 


impatience and uneafineſs I muſt have 


_ cauſed her, but ſhe concealed it all. She 


feared the ridicule an amour ſo diſpropor- 
tioned muff draw on her. Beſides, ſhe 


knew her lover was clear-fighted, and 


— — 


Bs however 
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CONFESSIONS N 
honever-inſegſble ſhe, might, fel to dhe 
loſs of him, judged it prudent to avoid. the 
eclat of an open rupture. Theſe reflec- 
tions rendered the marchioneſs much more 
reſerved towards me; 1 perceived it, and 
threw out many reproaches, more full, 1 
fear, of paſſion than ſentiment: to quiet 
my apprehenſions, ſhe told me, 1. ſhould 
ſee her often at Paris, if I continued, to 
ſubmit the care of my conduct to her, 
and. promiſed to reward my dooility, 
even beyond my hopes. On our return 
to Paris I failed not to pay my devoirs 
to her, and during the two or three 
fiſt, viſits, the anrechnen turned We 


| APPEAranee. in the world: 81 We . 75 me 
I ſhould find her my very belt friend. 
One day ſhe bid me come to her the fol- 
lowing evening at ſeven oiclock; failed 
not to be punctual, you will readily believe: 
I found her lolling on a ſopha perſumiag 


the whole air, and twenty tapers darting 
argu vs | B 6 | | their 


12 COUNT. DE. 
their reſplendent light around; but what 
ingroſſed my whole attention, was a neck 
would have beggared all deſcription; a 
little part of which was uncovered. She 
was in a diſhabille full of taſte; her atti- 
tude diſpoſed to pleaſe, and render me leſs 
timid. Struck with ſuch variety of de- 
1 lightful objects, it was no wonder, if at 

my age I experienced ſenſations too vio- 
lent to diſcover, yet difficult to conceal. 
Unable to utter a ſingle ſyllable, I ſtood 
for ſome time ſilent, but not inſenſible to 
the ridiculouſneſs of my ſituation, though 
I wanted the power to alter it. The mar- 
Chioneſs was neither diſpleafed with, or at 
a'loſs to find out, the cauſe of my embar- 
raſſment; ſhe afked if J liked her apart 
ment, &c, © Like it, madam,” faid I, 
with vivacity, « Fam enchanted. « Very 
well,” ſaysſhe, * then we will ſup together. 
Nobody willcome to interrupt us; we may 
declare our ſentiments to each other with- 
out reſtraint.“- Theſe words were accom- 
#303 | yrs 


CONFESSIONS. 13 
panied with a look too ſignificant to leave 
me at a loſs for their ſource and meaning. 
What followed, you can better imagine 
than I deſcribe; ſuffice it to ſay, that the 
vivacity youth inſpired me with, was bet- 
ter adapted to her taſte, than the more re- 
fined ſentiments of areal and tender paſſion. 
Yet was I dupe enough to fear I had of- 
fended her; at my time of life it was ex- 
cuſable; but I am ſorry to ſay, that men 
at all ages are too apt to be duped by wo- 
men of this caſt z whence ariſes their con- 
tempt for the ſex in general, which makes 
them too frequently ungenerous, faithleſs, 
and ungratefully cruel to the worthieſt part 
of the human ſpecies; conſequently they 
loſe the greateſt earthly bliſs, the uniom of 
ſouls as well as bodies. But to return to 
my ſubje&, our ſupper was ſhort, I would 
not allow the marchioneſs time to talk to 
me of . ſentiment ; indeed 1 believe ſhe 
had little leiſure (perhaps leſs inclination}, 
to think of it. The next morning one of 


— 
— 6 
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love- letter; her attention ſurprized me, 


14 COUNT D E——5 
ker ſervants brought me a moſt paſſionate 


and my vanity ſoon perſuaded me ſhe had 


never thought of any man but myſelf. 


I felt myſelf too much honoured to de- 
lay the anfwering it a ſingle moment, and 
inſtantly fat down to write. I believe my 
letter was a curious one: the marchioneſs, 
however, found many charms in it; ſo 


eaſy is it for vanity to blind our judg- 


ment; for her's was in general greatly 
above the common pitch. My thoughts 
were for ſome days wholly occupied with 


| my good fortune; the joy, the glory of 


having an affair with a woman of condi- 
tion; ; I imagined all the world. perceived 
it, and read my happineſs in my eyes: 
this idea prevented me talking of it to m. 


friends, but I was very often tempted to 
do it. A little time after, 1 found the 


| marchionefs did not avow me ſufficiently 
in public, or appear with me often enough 
at Pes eram wehen; therefore might, 
5e without 
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without incurring the cenſure of indiſ- 
cretion, let my friends into my happineſs. 
In vain did ſhe paint to me the,charms of 
myſtery, inſpired only by vanity, and a 
much more brutal paſſion, which too fre- 
quently ufurps the name of love, though 
its greateſt oppoſite. I believed I had 
done all that was neceſſary to ſatisfy the 
higheſt degree of delicacy, in ſatisfying 
her inclinations and my own. Winter 
aſſembling the whole world to Paris, the 
marchioneſs, to break through a ſolitude 
ſhe faw I could no longer ſuſtain, gave 
frequent ſuppers. Among the ladies who 
came to her houſe, was one who made me 
many advances; I anſwered them with 

too much vivacity not to awaken the jea- 
| louſy of the experienced madame Val- 
court ; ſhe made her complaints to me, 
which I received ill enough, and told her 
it was extremely ſingular, ſhe ſhould think 
of conſtraining me ſo far as not to allow 
me the liberty of talking to, and amuſing 
L myſelf 


nike with 8 own, „ e | En raged 
with, jealouſy, ſhe no longer kept any _ 
meaſums with: the world; but. publicly 
avbwed-her paſſion for me; and ſoon, very 
ſoon, afterwards felt its force with a vio- 
lenee ſhe had never before that time ewn 
F me; ſhe was never ſeen at any public 
place without me; would ſup at no houſe 
where I was not aſked. So full and glaring 
a tonfeſſion was all I wanted; it fed my 
vanity. ' In a very little time madame 
le Rumigny (ſhe it was who made me 
ſuch advances) ſeemed piqued; to ber 
Honour be it ſpoken, ſhe was Sand. 
to go through with whatever ſhe under- 
todk, right or wrong; amongſt women 
of the world, many things, very different 
in appearance, produce the fame effect, 
and they are governed to the full as much 
by vanity as by love. The marchioneſs 7 
mut her door againſt her rival; their fra- 
eas made a great noiſe. Madame Ru- 
wigar wrote a note to aun L would ſop 
e „ih 
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with her; madame de Valcourt had engaged 
me faithfully to promiſe I never would go 
there: but not holding my honour en- 
gaged in keeping my word with her, 1 
went, and madame de Rumigny, after hav- 
ing been extremely witty upon madame 
de Valcourt, (at whom every one of the 
company dealt a blow) pitied me exceed- 
ingly, for being ſo ſtrongly attached to a 
woman who treated me like a ſlave; ; and 
made me perfectly well acquainted with 
every adventure, true and falſe, the world 
had laid to her charge. The ill we are told 
of a. miſtreſs is by no means ſo dangerous 
from the firſt impreſſion it makes, as from: 
the pretext it furniſhes us with in the end, 
as aüxiliaries to diſguſt, and all the W 
tice of lovers. Madame de Romigny, 
pleaſed with this firſt falſe ſtep, deſired I. 
would continue my viſits, at the ſame time 
aſſuring me, her only motive for wiſhing it; 
was friendſhip to me. I returned to the 
marchioneſs with feelings very different to 
r my 
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my former ones; ſhe perceived it, and 
was not a little alarmed: her fine ſenti- 
ments touched me no more; wearied and 
diſguſted to the laſt degree with ſuch an 
uniformity of pleaſures, I went frequenily, 
to madame de Rumigny's, who purſued: 
her ſcheme cloſely, and ſoon made me feel 
for. ber, all that madame Valcourt had for- 
merly inſpired me with, that i is to ſay, de- 
ſire; but the experience I had already 
acquired, rendered me a leſß baſhfuFlover. 
However, ſhe would not conſent. to make 
me happy, until I had offered the poor 
marchioneſs 2 facrifice at her ſhrine; | nayy 
inſiſted upon my offering her up puhlicly, 
and in ſuch manner as ſhe ſhould preſcribe 
&-Our quarrel,” ſays ſhe, © has, made 
but too much noile in the world, and 1 
f would not have it now ignorant of my 
terenge. I would fain have remonſtrated 
with her on the abſurdity of ſuch a pro: 
ceeding, and the conſequence of it to her- 
at but ſhe told me, if L heſitated a ſingle 
moment, 
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moment, ſhe would never fee me more. 
This menace ſoon determined me, I con- 
ſented to all, I returned the marchioneſs/ 
her letters and her picture, accompanied 
with a billet, which was, I believe, very 
impertinent; becauſe it was dictated by 
her rival: in a word, I quitted madame de 
Valcourt; could I do worſe? I quitted 
her not, however, without ſome remorſe. 
In vain do we blindly flatter ourſelves we 
are able to ſeparate honour, honeſt y,. and 
integrity from our commerce with women. 
My ideas remained as yet natural and art- 
leſs; the world had not taught me to perjure 
myſelf without ſuffering the eruelleſt of 
all puniſhments, ſelf. contempt. Madame 
de Rumigny, from whom I had not my 
diſquiets, uſed all poſſible means to calm 
them: women have no greater enemies 
| than women; ſhe no longer ſuffered me to 
languiſh, and would have me attend her 
the next day to the opera, and ſit in one 
of the moſt conſpicuous boxes: I readily 
EY conſented; 


— 
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conſented; her triumphs were mine. The 
marchioneſs got there before us, adorned 
with every elegance of dreſs that could 
poſſibly heighten her charms, in order to 
confute the reports ſhe naturally believed 
our fracas would occaſion but ſuch. a 
ſtep, on the very day ſhe was forſaken, 
was an effort which I confeſs aſtoniſhed 
me; not but that I faw, through all this 


Parade, a chagrin beyond her power to 


conceal; and to make it ſtill more ridicu- 
lous, after theſe heroic appearances, ſhe 
wrote to me, ſhe followed me, and, in 


ſhort, acted every extravagance which ne- 


glefied and enraged love could infpirez 
and all without ſucceſs. But madame 
Rumigny knew too well the conſequences 
of theſe firſt and earneſt importunities 1 
to loſe ſight of me. I lived ſome time 
with ber in the ſame manner I had done 


: with madame de Valcourt ; but I became 
diſguſted much ſooner. My firſt and ſe- 


Te 
cond adventures announced me of a come 


plexion 


2e at 
plexion not the moſt conſtant; the ſequel 
will ſhew whether they belied me. Ma- 


dame de Rumigny began to lay very heavy 
upon my hands when L entered into the 
muſquetairs, Which company marched in- 


to Flanders, where I made my firſt cam 
paign. The three laſt days before my de- 
parture I paſſed with madame de Ru- 
migny in a manner to make her regret 
me; ſhe exacted many promiſes from me 
on the ſcore of writing, but ſcarcely had 
I quitted her, when I. thought no more 
of her, After the campaign the regi - 
ment returned to Paris, where I paſſed 
the winter without even making her one 
vilit. The diſſipated life I led with my 
comrades, appeared to me infinitely pre- 
ferable to the painful reſtraint attending, 
our commerce with women of the world. 
I | ſought not for thoſe who required my 
attention, and talked of an. attachment, 
their heart was as little capable of feeling 
as their manners were of inſpiring .it in 


others, 


4 
| 
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others. I followed the example, &c. of 
the muſquetairs of my own age. | 


On the return of Spring, monſieur de 
Vandome, to whom my family were par- 
ticularly attached, made me an offer, I 
accepted with ardor, to be one of his aid- 
de-camps, and I went with him into Spain. 
Occupied wholly by my duty, I attached 
myſelf to this prince; that is to ſay, to 
the ſtudy of my profeſſion, which was the 
ſureſt (perhaps the only) way of paying 
court to him; and J had the happineſs to 
find: him fo well ſatisfied with my ſervices, 
as to honour me with his protection; and 

he very ſoon obtained a regiment for me, 
at the head of which I appeared at the 
battle of Villa Viſtra, where monſieur de 
Vandome gained a complete Very '0 over 


monſieur de Staremberg. 


After this victory, which decided the 
crown of Spain in favour of Philip the 
Fifth, my regiment was ſent into quar- 

ters 
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ters at Toledo; leave of abſence being 
difficult to obtain, I remained there to 
keep the ſoldiers within bounds, and pre- 
vent a thouſand diſorders likely to ariſe 

each moment, in a country where the na- 
ttives in general had imbibed the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt abſurd prejudices againſt the 
French. The monks, either from jea- 
louſy or ignorance, had perſuaded many, 
above all the women, that the French 
were heretics. Difference in religion, 
amongſt thoſe who have not ſtudied it, 
is certainly no reproach to their under- 
ſtanding; nevertheleſs, I lived almoſt in 
abſolute ſolirude. One day as I was re- 
turuing to my houſe, through a bye- ſtreet, 
I was accoſted by a woman covered with . 
a deep mourning veil; Signor cavalier,” 
ſaid ſhe, a lady, who would have ſome 
_ converſation with you, deſires you to meet 
her to-morrow at eleven o'clock in the 
; great church.” That I accepted the ren- 
dezyous you will readily believe; and that l 
Fn . 
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| ſpared neither time nor pains the next 
; morning in adorning my perſon, then ſal- 

lied to the place appointed. All the wo- 
men were covered with black veils; but 
ne amongſt them was diſtinguiſhable from 
all the reſt by the elegance of her figure 
and the majeſtic gracefulneſs of her air: ſhe 
had a woman on each ſide of her: they 
all three fell on their knees as near as poſ- 
ſible to me: ſhe was armed with an im- 
menſe roſary, and making many devout 
inclinations of the head, when I heard a 
voice ſay to me, © Be this evening at the 

hour of oraiſons upon the borders of the 
Tagus, and follow a woman who will there 
preſent you with a noſegay. Farewel.” 
The harmony of the voice, her manner of 
ſpeaking, as well as what ſhe ſaid, agi- 
| tated my whole ſoul, and carried me to 
the deſtined, place, two hours at leaſt be- 
fore the time appointed; at length (after 

| the impatience inſeparable from ſuch a 
ed at I | ſituation) 
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ſituation) I beheld the perſon who ought 

to have given me the noſegay; ſnie bid 
me follow her; I obeyed: Being dark, it 
was ſome time before we could meet with 
a calaſh; at laſt we found one, and were 
| ſcarcely ſeated in it when ſhe began : 
« Your youth and your figure, fays the, 
has made the moſt lively impreſſion on 
the heart of Donna Antonia, my miſ- 
treſs; love makes her forget the danger 
of an interview, and feel the moſt tender 
paſſion for you, even in ſpite of the dif- 
ference in religion. What conſolation for 
Donna Antonia, if her example and her 
precepts ſhould bring you back to the 
boſom of the church. I am her nurſe, 
ſuffice that, to tell you how much I love 
her; yet the hopes of your converſion, 
much more than my tenderneſs for her, 
has determined me to ſerve her on this 
occaſion. Tou are going where you will 
in a moment be able to judge of the 
charms of my miſtreſs; ſhe is now at my 
houſe ; render yourſelf worthy to poſ- 


. ſeſs 


NE 
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::feſs" the heart of the moſt excellent, a 
well as moſt beautiful, woman in all 
Spain.“ Spite of the agitation of mind 
the novelty of my ſituation three me into, 

I could not help feeling the ridiculouſneſs 
of ſuch a converſation, and was reflecting 
on the difference of manners, when our 
carriage ſtopped in a little court, where 
ve alighted. I followed my guide 
through two or three rooms ſimply fur- 
» niſhed, and moderately light ; whence 
the conducted me to a chamber moſt-mag- 

- nificently furniſhed, and where the ſplen- 
dour of lights was carried even to flam- 
beaux of vermilion wax; but what atnazed 
me infinitely beyond all this, was a lady 
n an alcove reclining upon a cuſhion of 
the moſt ſuperb ſtuff. Approach, ſir,“ 
ſaid ſhe. I flew to obey fo ſweet a com- 
mand; but what could I divine, on be- 

- | holding all the graces united in one per- 
ſon, and heightened by every ornament of 
© dreſs, Throwing myſelf at her feet, What 
en do, e ſays J, to ſhew my ſen- 
ability 


CONFESSIONS. 7 
- Kbility. of this tranſcendent goodneſs, this 
honour you do me?“ She anſwered me 
vith an infinity of ſweetneſs and fire in her 
eyes, which would inevitably have accom- 
pliſnhed my defeat, were ir not already con- 
firmed. „Clara, you have doubtleſs,” ſays 
ſhe, made known my ſentiments in part, 
to ſpare me the embarraſſment of a con- 
fleſſion, the violence of my paſſion can 
alone excuſe: your future conduct, fir, 
ok towards me muſt either confirm or deſtroy 
| * theſe, ſentiments. I love you; but the 

. - ſacrifice I make will render you ſtil! more 
dear to me, if I find you worthy of it: 
after ſuch a confeſſion I ought to hide 
+ nothing from you; you are of a religion 
different from mine, and that is the only 
obſtacle to the paſſion I feel for you, ; If 
. you love me, if the ſentiments I imagine 
| I read in- your eyes be ſincere, you mult 
+ firſt prove it by embracing the catholic 
faith.“ I would fain have ſeized one of 
n eee kiſſed it, to avoid a con- 
nig C 2 feſſion 


„ CAN 15 5 E22. 


fenen of faith which to mie pets 


Attimed'; but ſcarcely had I touched her 


hen ſlie cried out, Bring me ume 


ment ſome holy- water, my dear Clara 
And ſhe really fetched her a holy — 


Pot, in which ſhe dipped : a towel, 4 and 


walhed the hand I had touched with ſuch 
dehemence, I could not forbear ſmil- 


ing; but unwilling” to ſhock her preju- 


dices, I took that opportunity to tell her, 
Be was my religion, and that love might 
| Perhaps make me a more zealous Catholic 
than L had hitherto been. Ho ealily 
does the voice of him we love perſuade,” 
ſays ſhe, & it triumphs over all our reſo- 
| Futions ; my arguments have little con. 
vinced you, yours have abſolutely per. 
ſuaded me. 1 apparently love you | much 


more than you love me, and this js bis 


* 12 


advantage that 1 preſerve over you.“ 
6 142 ine 


kiſſed her hand a thouſand tim , and, 
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ſhe no lobger had recourſe 0 holy y, water. 


10 


7 


* the 


— 


I * her to tell me to whom Thad = 


- 
. * 
„„ 
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the, hopour and | happineſs, of talking; 


« You, will one. day, know,” ſays ba z 
« ſeek not to penetrate intoa myſtery whers 
the, diſcovery will profit you, nothing; 
merit, by love ien e i the happineſs 
I am preparing for Jou.“ A! Going 

The faithful Clara then ſerved us up A 
light repaſt, and l became each moment 
more and. more enchanted, with the innu · 
merable graces. I diſcovered in this divine 
Spaniard z every thing in her breathing 
delight, and promiſing the bappincſs I a2 
few minutes after obtained; a happineſs 
beyond my utmoſt hopes, or any idea; 1 
cquld form of pleaſure. - * You will not 


love, me long,“ ſays the ſweet Antonia, 
on the conqueſt has coſt you too little: 


e 


you are } ignorant of the many ſevere com- 
$5667 


bats i haye ſuſtained. F have loved bo 


SE T45 * 5 : 


you mlfched over 1 Sede Pier, at the 
head of your r regiment, 1 viewed you from 


44434 4 ile ſy. 
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I not done, what means left untried, to ö 
baniſh, fr from my too tender, too ſenſible” 

heart, the impreſſion one ſight of that dent 
image made on it; though I flew from 

vou, hut ill in appesrance; for I al 

ways met you.. We paſſed the night, 

and all A eite day, amid thols 
Plaaſures and tender inquictudes with 

which paſſion inſpires lovers, and encous 

rages; them to believe ſuch. happineſs can. 

k alloy. Wirbin a moment of our 
paxting,, Antonia raiſed up the cuſhion. 9% 
which ſhe had been ſeared; and drew from 
under i it a gold ſword, richly orhamented 
with brilliants of immenſe "value; and” 
forced me to accept o of i it: Pente 
obliged me to take it; for you cannot 

offer a higher affront to a Spaniard, than 


729 


40 refuſe his preſents. I received it itt then p 
With every, mark. of reſped. and rat N 
l un 
dude; kifling a, n 2nd, t houſ; ſand! times | | 
.the, beauteous, | bounteous h hand t thai - 


F. 
1 


t be 
. owed 3 it on me, and weilt alone into the 
calaſh, 


a kei. em. Go 


— 


* 
after gazing (to no manner of purpoſe) on 


177 » 
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calaſh, which carried me to the. place. 


where I. the day before met the Duenna. 


No ſooner was. I awake the next morn- 
ing, than I received a. letter from An- 
tania, brought me by a Moor: it was both 
paſſionate and tender. She begged I would 
take an airing on * horſeback, over the 
Grand- Place: I ſhall fee you,” added. 
ſhe, «* without being ſeen; and be ſpite- 
ful enough to enjoy the perplexity you 
ſhall be in, at not being able to find me 
opt. Clara will tell you to-morrow, in 


| the Great. Church, when, where, ne 


ye may meet again.” 
I. executed: the ordets given me, ha | 


all the: galleries round the place, returned, 
to my houſe, wholly occupied with my 


adventure. I met Clara at church the 
next morning, who ſaid to me, (all the 


time pretending to pray to God moſt de- 
Voutly) bh Mount your horſe in the duſk; 
of the evenings and 80, withour any at- 
C . tendants, 


gt c Nr. bk. 22 


$61 gan $35 nas gi 
tend ants, b to 'the wall that 15 behind the 


convent of St. Francis, wbere the 'Moot 
you u Tay 1 yelterday will meet' you, riding | 
on 4 ate!) and you will have nothing o 


2727 


do Büt to follow him.” To was punQual to 
the app tment, and met the Moor, who © 
all long obſerved the moſt | profound ; 
Glence*: at "Teng ch we rtived at at the back 4 


entrar france of a Leal which appeared o 
me "confi derable, where T ali ghted, The | 
Mobber took wy horke, and Poe A dea 
to me to 86 up a Pair of wihding ſtairs * 
on the” top of which I found Clara Waft⸗ 
ing. Come,“ ſays he, thou moſt” 
happy of mankind; and conducted e : 

by *a dark lanthorn into a Eloſet, ' from 
whence I went into à moſt ſuperb. W . 
ment, where the divine Antonia impa-x a3 
tiently expected me. © You,” fays ſhe, 
even triumph over my fears; I taſte the 
pleaſüre of poſſeffing you in my own houſe, 
ſpine” of all the perils and riſks T fun in- 
3 Auer 1 k have 1 


— 
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in ſeeing you here will meet with no inter- 
ruption; but in caſe of accidents you may 
retite; the Moor holds your horſe at the 
bottom of the ſtairs.” I employed every | 
term, - pathetic and tender; to convince 
her of my gratitude and love. And we 
were in the midſt of thoſe tranſports 25 


ſoul which love alone can inſpire, and 


which are far above the forte of words to 
expreſs, when we heard a moſt violent 

noiſe in the chamber preceding that we * 
were in ©E ly,” cried the charming Fra . 
tonia in a rage; I am betrayed, I ſhall = 8 
periſh ; but I will not complain, if I dare. 
beheye you in ſafety.” The door n 
flew. open, and I beheld a man enter, 
tranſported with madneſs and fury, . 4 
lowed by two armed valets; he beid a. 


ſword. i in one hand, and a poignard in the... 


the other; and ruſhed with ſuch violence 
upon t the ſweet Antonia, that [ could. no... 


longer forbear dealing him two ſuch, blows,;c; 


28 big. him at my feet. I had pocket - 
Cs piſtols, 
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piſtols, with which I ſoon dropped the- 
wretch, who dared to attempt to wound 
Antonia, though held in reverence bx 
the reptiles that accompanied him. She 
| took me by the arm, and ſaid, in a faint: 
and dying 2 <« What have you done, 
ſeigneur ! you have killed my huſband.” 
The two valets, buſy in ſuccouring their 
maſter, allowed me time to eſcape their 
fury. Carrying my dear Antonia in my 
arms, I gained the cloſet door, and went 
directly down the back-ſtairs; without 
meeting with one obſtacle: I mounted 
my horſe, and, by the aſſiſtance of mx 
truſty Moor, got Antonia up before me z, 
leaving, with all poſſible ſpeed, this me- 
lancholy manſion, this ſcene of horror, | 
without ſo much as knowing whithęr J 
was going; abandoning myſelf entirely to 
the ſwiftneſs and will of my horſe. 5 
My poor Antonia ſhewed: no Ggns: , 
life; yet I. ſtopped to try, by every means 
n my power, to reſtore that life, the- 
only 
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only ſolace of my owe; and happily found. 
my tender and earneſt endeayours prove 
effectual. Is it poſſible ] is it. you 3/7, 
cried ſhe, on opening her beauteous gye ss 
%% you live! my, misfortunes no longer, 
touch me; hut of this be aſſured, mercy. 
is a thing that neither you nor I muſt dase 
to hope for; the rank, the dignity of my 
huſband will draw on you enemies innu- 
merable: you have killed the marquis of. 
Palamos. My only reſource is in my, bro- 
ther; he has a caſtle not far from this: 
place, let us go to it; he will not refuſe: 
me an aſylum. I mounted my horſe, 
and carrying her in my arms, we arrived 

by break of day at the caſtle. We bad 
the count, her brother, waked, and were 
conducted to his chamber, unſcen of any, 
but one of his domeſties. 


A recital of the cruel Wen whicls - 
had befallen a ſiſter he moſt renderly loved. 


tia his humane and benevolent heart 
| C & with 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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wich thoſo horrors, thoſe painful ſenſations, © 


a Jeſs ſuſceptible mind can form no idea 
of Fr? he pitied, he bemoaned her, he gave 
hen all poſſible ſuecours, both for her 
mind and body. Upon dreſſi ing her 
wounds, they were found not to be mor- 


tal Hie then adviſed me to keep myſelf 


concealed the remainder of the day. On 
the firſt appearance of night, he came and 
addreſſed me in the terms following: 
The ſervices, Sir, that you have ren- 
dered my ſiſter, make me forget the 
vengeance ade from me to the murderer 
of my brother- in law. My fiſter,” added 


he, s has confeſſed to me, ſhe would chat 


I ſhould ſave your life; that you are moſt 
dear to her: therefore, the friendſhip I 
bear her, and the confidence you have te- 
poſed in me, by chuſing my houſe for an 
aſylum, engages me to favour your eſcape. 
I {hall give immediate orders for a perſon 
to be M if who wil conduct you ſafe 
O $54: * 10 
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to Madrid, chrou gh bye· roads. I ear- 
neſtly conjured him to alloꝝ me one ſight 
of the marchioneſs; but, alas! all my 
prayers, tears, and entreaties were of little 
avail; * She has,” added he, made 
me. promiſe to deliver this packer into 
your own hands; I keep my word, but 
more than this I cannot do.” No ſooner 
had he ſpoke thefe words, than he ſnewed 
me into a court, where the man who was to ' 
ſerve as my guide waited with my horſe, 
and we went away that inſtant, With an 
heart broken (nay, torn into a thoufand 
pieces) was I driven away from the moſt 
charming of her ſex, in whom alone 1 
lived, and for whom alone I ſubmitted } 
to endure a life of torture : 1 left. her 


without one ſingle hope of ever ſeeing 
a her more: and what a cruel ſituation did 
| I leave her in! dying and loſt to the world 
| for ever, ruined on my account. We 


trayelled all night, and on the approach 
| of day, took ſome little repoſe, in a village 


ö 8 To quite 
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quite-out of the common road. The firſt 
thing I did, was to open the packet ſent 
mes by the divine marchioneſs, Where 1 
found, her picture, and a letter as full of 
tenderneſs and regret as I ought to have 
written to her : ſhe intreated I would keep 
that picture as long as I lived, which ſne, 
in our happieſt moments the day before, 
intended giving me; it was in a box richly. 
ornamented with diamonds, But that, 
which appeared moſt ſingular to me (tho 
I had before obſerved it was the charm or 
ſpell. throughout Spain) was a relique of , 
St. Antony of Padua, which ſhe had parted 
between us: Becauſe,” ſays ſhe in hen. 
letter, it is to him I attribute our ſafety 
in this laſt cruel adventure. Let me con- 
jure you never to part with it a ſingle mo- 
ment; reflect on the dangerous ſituations 
to which my huſband's family expoſes 
you.” She then finiſhed, by een me 
of eternal lo. 
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I arrived at Madrid without any ſort of 
actident, and ſent back my guide with a 
letter for the marchioneſs, and one for 
her brother; then went directly to pay my 
duty to monſieur de Vandome, who receiy<?” 
ed me with that goodneſs and politeneſs” 
which attaches the hearts of the whole® 
army to him. I related to him my un- 


happy adventure; lie adviſed me not to 


think of remaining at Madrid, for fear 
of the affaſſins, and the conſequence fuch”” 
an affair might produce between the two- 
kingdoms; and: aſſured. me, at the ſame 
time, he would: go and have the quarters” 
of my regiment immediately changed. 1 
found little pain in keeping myſelf con- 
cealed; the wretched, ſtate of my mind 
rendered all company inſupportable to me. 
Abſolutely ignorant of the place af my 


retteat, my regiment was relieved; and 


the campaign approaching, I was ſoon 
in a condition to join it. Our operations 
eee 9 was ſent into 6-4 


* L 


of one ſide of this great houſe, I heard. a 


but more ſo on reading the contents of 
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mer quarters to à large village, near which 
was an abbey of nuns. Following the or · 
ders we received, of protecting the con- 
vents, 1 had eſtabliſhed a guard there, ' 
and frequently walked under the wall of 


a garden belonging to this abby ; ſolitude. 


belt ſuing the ſituation of my heart. As 
1 was one day paſſing under the windows 


af 


CH 


lattice open, and ſaw a letter fall at my 
feet; 1 picked it up, and inſtantly caſt 


my eyes towards the gallery, already 9 


18 


and. left me nothing to ſee. I was alto-, 
niſhed to find the letter addrefled to me, 0 
T9HTW 


it: it laid much i in praiſe of that m clan- 11 
F noi 


choly which, ſeemed to overwhelm m me.. 
The hand- writing was utterly. unknown... 


to me: could not, dared not, flatter my- 8 
ſelfoit came from the marchioneſs, ho, 
theyrchad aſſured me, died neee. 
It un, however, certain, i the letter muſt: 
havt been written by ſome perſon who: 4 


- 


u 1 | had 


„6 I — — j * one 
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had Jearned. the whole of our "ey 


ſtory f from herſelf, Perplexed with d doubts 2 
innumerable, 1 returned to my houſe, an | 
wrote ſuch a letter as I hoped would ail 4 
libly d draw on an eclairciſſement; J * and the 5 . 
next day, at the ſame hour, 1 poſted my- | 
ſelf under the ſame window; the lattice 
was inſtantly drawn up, and down came 

a little baſket tied to a riband: 1 opened 
it, and finding it empty, put my own. lets" 
ter into it, and it flew up like lightning q 


I waited ſome time, and received no ſig- 
nal; but the day following ahother letter? 


| fell”: at my feet, informing me that the 


vriter of 1 it wiſhed to hold ſome converſa- 
tion with me, relative to my mis:ortiines, 5 

and defired I would meet then at th — N 
night along the fide of the garden- wall, 


and” pointed out a pavilion, near which 


I ſhould find à ladder of ropes Nos? 
longer doubting the letters eame from 


Clara, vent to the place appointed and- 
ä Dy * which I. 


LY 


| 
| 
| 


_ — — 
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garden, Perceiving a woman covered with 
aj veil- retite into a covered alley, Which 
leads towards a grove, I followed. her, 


and found her ſitting on a turfed ſeat. 


My dear Clara,” ſays I, (for yon can 
be no other) is it true that the marchioneſs 


able melancholy, of this wretched: heart, 
could have enabled. me to prevail upon 


myſelf to come here.” Na,“ replied | 
your dear Antonia lives.” The voice, the 
expreſſion; Bc. could not- fail. diſcoveting. 


to. me is; was the marchianeſs herſelf. 1 
fell · at her feet; ſupported; by me, ſue rex. 


mained fon ſome time ſpeechleſs, tried, by 


der ſcene was over, we aſked each other 


ten thouſand thonſand queſtions... IL rg 


pached her for leaving me ſo long iguo- 
rant of the place of her abode;clapguilhy 


19 ing 


is no more? nothing but to talk of her, 


CONFESSIONS! | 4Þ 
ing under the moſt diſmal apptehenſions for 
her life; ſenſible, as be mutt” be; that ny 
on life (nay; infinitely more, my every: 
moment's eaſe} depended upon her welfare: 
She told me het brother had intercepted my: 
letters; and made her beheve me unfairh«/ 
ful. The heart. felt ſorro chis cauſedi 
me, and the noiſe my unfortunate: adven · 
ture had made n the world,” added ſhe, 
determined mo to intreat my brother 
vbuld allo me the means of living and 1 
dying unknown: he: readily: canſeatedy; | 2 
ſpreat che report of my death, and. con | 
ducedime hiniſolf to this.abbey, where no 1 
mortal dn me. I. hall die contented, | \ 
fidet vo aue faithful: ta me: this was, all 
Fgould hope for in the preſent ſituation 
t&which-love had reduced me. Ic 
fe T wan unable to reſiſt tho plenſurs 
| of. "cotrwerſing'with you once more: the 
{ manner and the place are ſuſpicious; hut 
1 my intentions are pure; ſcek'-not- tor deg 


| „ to for 
15 ; 
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get you, and complete the ſacrifice I am. 
about to make of you to him ki. gave 
me being. Adieu, I will no longer be held 
by the world.“ In ſaying this, ſhe diſen- 
gaged herſelf from me, and took fight 
into! the windings of the 'grove, leaving 
na poſibility of my meeting her again. 
During my fruitleſs. reſearches, day- light 
appeared,” and obliged me to retire. On 
my return home, I found a bot of dia- 
monels of immenſe value; which ſhe Bad., 
the addreſs to putt into my pocket, un t 
petceived by me. I. walked a thoufand 


times under the ſame window, in liopes 


ta give or receive a leiter, and return / the 
bor; but alh my'effortsy alas were vain := 
I cd ſde Hothitig; T could hearmbrhiig} 1 


| and determined iat length to go\up:torthet 


gates add deſire to ſpeak to the abbelsgil | 


who: received me with ag pabieneſs,}' 
I — 4 ber had buſineſsofothei laſt: innit 

pormnar to ĩmpart 0 lady ho was ibn 
her baue 3 
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picture, which: ſhe feigned not to know. 
In ſhort, 1 judged. from all her anſwers, 
it were abſurd to inſiſt any more on what 
ſhe came determined not to grant; and I. 
went away in abſolute deſpair, A. few 
days after, E-received ordets to alſemble 
my regiment, and jom the army. Emade 
them file off Juſt before the abbey z flat · i] 
tering myſelf That "my departure would at | 
| leaft inelthe her to afford me a laſt con. | 
; ſolation; but I deceived! myſelf, not 4 
ſhadow. 'of hope remained, and I was 
f obliged to leave her with an heart pene- f 
; traxed, wb ſorrow and deſpair, The ope- 
» 'ratigns. of. the campaign only were capable 
of diy ding me a ſingle moment from the 4 
| chagrine which devoured” me!” We ber 
 heged/ e Gironne and took it; the feſt of © 
| the campaign was paſſed” bervicea n <p 
dient de Vandome © Ac went de Sta: E 
vember d obfelvatibns, Wich Takigded 
nd They fear” Freſh +a py” | 
STINT to reheye thoſe which hid 


ſuffered 


- 
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* 


** * ”"—_ 


46 COUNT DR —. 


ſuffered .moſt, and my regiment was in 


that number; and on its arrival in France, 
- was ſent into country quarters to. 
The conference which was then begun at 
Utrecht, gave the firſt hopes of a peace. 
Thus circumſtanced, I might have aſked 
leave to return to Paris; but I was ever 
of opinion we ought ſeldom, if at all, to 


uſe this privilege, unleſs buſineſs made it 8 


indiſpenſably neceſſary: I had none, there- 
fore remained, with my. regiment, The 
life we lead in country quarters is agree · 


able only to thoſe ſubalterns who have 


known no other; and exceedipgly. tire- 
ſome to men of the world. The turn of 


converſation is a mixture of provincial 


inſipidity, and the licentious jokes of the 
military; theſe two things, ſo void of 
6 charms i in themſelves, could not both to- 
gether produce much amuſement. Hap- | 


pily my maxim had ever been to make a 


| virtue of neceſſity, to repine at nothing, 


NY 3 
in 
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in a word, I gav* myſelf up intirely to a 
gatriſon life. We were preſented in a body 
by a brother ſoldier, who had been the day 
before in every houſe in the place, that 
received officers; and: we learned in one 
moment which of the ladies the regiment 
1 feplaced had left unoccupied. They 
took great pains to point out to 'me'thdſe 

'' who were devoted to the general officefs 
as it is cuſtomary on theſe occafi8ns to 
"conſider the rank of the perſon you attach 
"yourſelf to. And ſure nothing on earth 
en be more ridiculouſly droll, than their 
manner of examining, for the firſt four 
and twenty hours, in order to fix, as they 
esl it, their hearts, which nevertheleſs 
turn about to every point of the compals, 
10 an@ are ever ready for the firſt new comer, 


who" o tbem is as welcome as the laſt, 


They immediately began talking of the 
regiment we came to replace: the women 

poured forth their praiſe moſt laviſhly : 
the officers were polite, amiable, &. &c. 
1 3 | and 


- 
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and made it their ſtudy to find out amuſe- 


ments for them; gave them the moſt 
agreeable balls, and other entertainments, 


: that could be imagined ; ſuch ſuppers, 
ſuch muſic. In ſhort, I ſoon found the 


ſureſt way of gaining theſe new Venus' Sy 
was to tread in the ſteps of our predeceſ- 


| ſors. Recitals of the paſt is one of thoſe 
arts to which women of all nations moſt 


voluntarily have recourſe. The ladies of 


the garriſon, who had preſerved the pic- 
tures of their lovers, did not carry them 


about in bracelets, but had them in large 
portraits, which ornamented their aſſem- 


bly- rooms. I attached myſelf to a ma- 
dame de Hrandcour, who was tolerably 
pretty, and the very next day J gave her 


a ball. This was a declaration allowed, 


the eclat of which was abſolutely neceſſary 


before ſhe could receive me, and I was 


very ſoon after put into commiſſion. I al- 


| ways made madame parties, and was ad- 
mitted to a tete a tete- after ſupper, or 


ſometimes 


* 
7 # 
19 
* 
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ſometimes before the hour of aſſembly, 
which they held alternately at each other's 
houſes. What the field officers and the 
captains did in their ſociety, was cloſely 
followed by the ſubalterns; and a regi- 
ment is perhaps better eſtabliſhed in three 


days (at leaſt more comfortably) than 


at the end of the year; ſince in the begin- 


ning there can be no chimerical reproaches 
on the one ſide, or infidelity on the other. 
1 lived in a ſettled commerce with ma- 


dame de Grandcour, when from a caprice, 
the motive of which I could never tho- 
roughly fathom, ſhe told me one evening, 
in the midſt of a very crouded aſſembly, 


ſhe whiſpered to me, that I muſt not think 
of ſtaying after the reſt of the company; 


that ſhe had reaſons infinite to beg I would 
not attempt it; but when midnight ap- 
proached, I had no more to do but to 
come to the balcony of her window, where 
I ſhould meet with a ladder of ropes, by 
aid of which I might paſs unobſerved to 

N her 


1 | 
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her apartment. On the eaſy terms we 
lived together, all this precaution appeared 
to me ſuperfluous enough ; nevertheleſs 


I raiſed no difliculties, but went away 


with the reſt of the company, and marched 
to my poſt at the appointed 8 find- 
ing the myſterious ladder, I inſtantly 


mounted, and had very near paſſed un- 
derneath the balcony leading to her apart- 
ment when the patrol came by; the of- 


ficer who commanded it perceiving me; 
ordered me ta deſcend directly, in order to 
put me under arreſt: J went down in a 
moſt violent rage, but ſcarcely had the 
officer (who was of my regiment) found 


who it was, when he burſt into a loud fit 


of laughter, crying out, And is it you, 
colonel, what the devil are you going to 


% do at the balcony ? I thought your affair 


farther advanced than that. I thought 


ſo too,” replied I, © but ſilly complaiſance 


for a fool.“ « Go, go, * fays he, cc. you are 


not formed to need to have recourſe to 
theſe 
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theſe ways; they ſhould now a- days make 
no one come in at a window, that they 
would not gladly throw out of it : knock 
at the door, and make them open it to 
you.” He was ready to execute what he 
adviſed, had I not prevented him, by re- 
turning to my. houſe full of vexation. 
Such an adventure befalling a colonel in 
a garriſon, cannot long remain a' ſecret ; 
mine was publiſhed the very next day. 1 
had, however, time to recover myſelf a 


| little, and received all their raillery with a 


good grace: the moſt ſevere I had to 
encounter was that of the intendante ; 


Sure,“ ſays ſhe, © I have all poſſible 


_ cauſe of complaint, monſieur le count, to 


paſs unnoticed: by you, who can ſtoop ſa 
low as a Bourgoiſe: that taſte is arbitrary, 
I will allow, but it muſt be highly viti- 
ated to feed on vermin.” That I ſeldom 


went to her houſe was moſt true; the in- 
| ſipidity and impertinence that ever reigned: - 
there, kept me away. Monſieur the inten- 

D 2 dant 
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dant was a little inſignificant figure, full of 
pretenſions; a low, vulgar appearance, 
with the air of a coxcomb; an inceſſant 
talker, tiring you to death with his falſe 
humour and frippery witticiſms, all which 
he diſplayed in a manner as glaringly filly 
as was his countenance. I had remarked 
at our firſt interview (through all that ex- 
ceſſive politeneſs he believed he ſhewed 
me) a ſelf-ſufficiency, carried, as I ſhould 

have imagined, to the very higheſt pitch, 

had I not ſeen madame, his lady. In 

ſhort, this extraordinary pair puſhed the 

haughty and the vain to the laſt degree of 
folly, far beyond the reach of rational 
ideas to form a conception of. The ad- 
vances my adventure drew on me from 
madame, produced a total change in my 
conduct; and boldly reſolving to attach 
myſelf to her, I was determined to amuſe. 
myſelf one way or other; and to bring 
it about, I had miſchief. enough to 
. Cheriſh and keep up both their madneſs ; 
(unhappily 
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(unhappily the troops have ſometimes oc- 
caſion for theſe ſort of people) I flattered 
their pride, I applauded all their ridiculous 
abſurdities, and in ſpeaking to them I al- 
ways ſaid © people of your rank,” &c. I 
maintained that appearance and dignity 
was abſolutely neceſſary in the high poſt of 
honour they occupied, and made no ſmall 
part of their ſervice to the king. This 
conduct of mine proved very uſeful to my 
regiment, which was in the town by de- 
tachments only, the main body being can- 
'toned in country villages near ir. 


» The ſoldiers committed many diſorders, 
but all the complaints of the country 
againſt them were only heard, and their 
quarters rendered better. 
The good graces of madame Vinten- 
dant, which I began to obtain, ſtill in- 
creaſed the partiality already ſhewn them. 
I was the moſt confiderable perſon then 
at ® ®; therefore ſhe liſtened to me 
from vanity," and'T took her becauſe I had 
| ö 3 | nn | 
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nothing better to do; ſhe could hardly be 


called pretty, but neceſſity and youth ren- 


dered me little nice, or difficult. 


4 My predeceſſor was a young officer of 
the infantry, perfectly beautiful and ac- 


compliſhed. The honour of madame 


the intendant's notice flattered him; and by 
an implicit obedience, and blind ſubmiſ. 
ſion to her will, he ſeduced her pride. 
But he was ſacrificed to me, and moſt 
dearly did I pay for it; expoſed to endure 
her tireſome conyerſation, upon the Pre- 


rogative of her place, day after day. The | 
3. bauteur with which ſhe treated every one 


in my preſence, is beyond all power of 
conception. In ſhort, ſhe forgot nothing, 


and outre'd every thing, to perſuade me of 


the dignity and eminence of the intend- 
| ance; and to make me forget, although 
> ſovereign in a province, ſhe was but a 
Bourgoiſe at Paris. Notwithſtanding that 
every thing announced the peace, which 


was ſoon after concluded, I wiſhed to in- 
dulge 


— 
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dulge an inclination I had always had for 
travelling, above all, to ſce Italy; and 
finding it convenient enough to go from 
the place where I then was, I wrote for 
leave, and obtained it. The charms of 
madame Vintendante were incapable of 
holding me; my attachment to her being 
apparently fixed to the town where I found 
her; for meeting her the following year 
at Paris, not a ſingle ſyllable was ever 
mentioned of our quondem amour. Bot 
I could not help remarking how much the 
vanity of an intendant has frequently to 
ſuffer in a town which ſerves ſo perfectly 
to correct the inſolent impertinence of in- 
ferior officers. After having quitted * *,, 
J travelled all through Italy, not forgeting 


any one circumſtance which could intereſt 
my curioſity, or reward my labour: I was | 
particularly attentive to avoid all thoſe 
things which too frequently diſgrace the 
young men of. France; and, above all; 
upon my guard. againſt. the danger of the 
„ courte- 
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courtezans; and I verily believe I ſhould 
have returned home without Knowing one 
Italian lady, if an adventure I met with 
at Venice had not helped me to an oc- 
caſion: a young and beautiful woman, 
with a moſt graceful and elegant perſon, 
named ſignora Marcella, held me there 
three months in the moſt conſtant courſe 
of lively, uninterrupted pleaſure. There 
is no country where gallantry reigns more 
than it does in France; but the tender, 
the delicate paſſion, the lively tranſports | 
of love, we meet with in the Italians only. 
Love, which makes the amuſement of 
the French, is the moſt i important buſineſs, L 
nay, the only occupation of an Italian. [ 
Inſtead of reciting this adventure myſelf, 
I will inſert a letter written ſome few days. 
after my departure from Venice, by Mar- 
cella, to one of her friends, who incloſed | 
It to me, to ſhew me, that a circumſtance 
which appeared to me trifling, was of too 
much importance for an n Italian to forget. 
| ; 66 * To 
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To Aura Maria, from nora Mar- 
cella. 
4 „What, my dear friend, can alleviate- 
my heart's ſufferings? who raze from 
my mind the memory of paſt pleaſures 
How happy are you with your lover; to- 
gether in the country, without any one 
obſtacle to your paſſion. The beauties of 
the place might add to- the delights of 
love, did love need any aids. Paris iss 
alas! now become the ſole object of my | 
views; that town ſo pleaſing to the wo- 
men, its inhabitants, and ſo fatal to me, 
boaſts the birth of ſignor Carlo *, and is 
at-this inſtant bleſſed with his preſence ; 
Why cannot I be there? not left a miſer- 
able, melancholy wretch, weary of my ex- 
iſtence, which is marked. but by my ſuf- 
ferings. Allow me, my eſtimable friend, 
(it will a little ſoften my. pains) to retrace- 


* The ſtalians accuſtom themſelves to give this 
name to their lovers more frequently than that of 


kis family. 
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to you the indelible impreſſions love has 
imprinted on my fond, though fooliſh, 


heart; whence you may judge, if ever 
any one more ſorely or ſharply has felt his 
fury. You are not now to learn I lived 


for five years with my huſband, in the 


moſt undiſturbed union, miſtaking a lan- 
guiſhing inſenſibility for love. For ſignor 
Carlo alone was it reſerved to draw me out 
of this error, 

It is ſome months Gnce I firſt ſaw him 
at the ridott o; that one fight of him gave 
me a new heart, a new ſou], and I was 
carried away by an invincible impulſe, 
which deprived me of the powers of re- 


 fietion. Determined to profit of the hap- 
py liberty of the maſquerade, I began a 


converſation with him: his wit charmed 
me infinitely more than his perſon, had 
done; and the deſire 1 felt to pleaſe him, 


gave me courage to make ſome advances, 


which I feared, after I had left him, might 
might make him confound me with the 
”: coquettes 
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eoquettes and courtezans. Theſe and 
thouſand ſuch idle conjectures, buſied and: 

perplexed my mind the whole night. 
Love, which gives and deſtroys the ideas 
in one and the ſelf - ſame inſtant, made me 
both doubt his ſenſibility and flatter my: 
hopes. I charged my gondoliers to in- 
form themſelves, with the utmeſt exact - 
neſs, of every thing relative to him, who, 
þ already found, was my. heart's idol z. 
and learned the next day his name, his. 
place of abode, and that he had been a. 
month at Venice. In our converſation at 
the maſque I found, to my ſorrow, he 
was a Frenchman: vanity, however, ren- 
dered me ten thouſand times more ſolici- 
tous to fix him: with tranſport I learned: 
he was totally free from all engage ments, 
and bad no ſort of commerce with thoſe- 
unhappy wretches our town ſwarms with. 
Bent on my conqueſt, I went the next day 
to the ridotto, where I met him. I had 
3 the day before that he left me 
i; D. 66 öÄ for 
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for a moment to-enquire my name, and 1 
remarked it with pleaſure. My confuſion, 
on ſeeing him again, was extreme; he 
was unmaſked, and I could eaſily read 
in his countenance the impreſſion I had 
made on him. My eyes ſeized with vi- 
vacity every motion, every glance of his: 
our converſation was animated by that 
curioſity which "awakens all the ſenſes; 
which gives, and which makes, each in!“ 

ſtant new diſcoveries. I found him well 
inſtructed in every thing that could poſ- 
ſibly regard me; and judged by myſelf, 
that this ſort of curioſity is never the con- 
ſequence of indifference. Impatient to 
know the power my face would have on 
him, I made him a ſign to follow me, 
which he readily obeyed; and we went 
from the ridotto to one of thoſe coffee · 
rooms that ſurround it. I made them 
open a private chamber, and the moment 
we were leſt alone, he entreated I would 
e eee I yielded to his 


ix impor- 
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importunities. Oh! how ſubdued was 
pride at this inſtant ; how conquered by 
love! I waited for my ſentence, which; 
a glance of the eye ſoon came to pro- 


nounce, My whole exiſtence ſeemed ſuſ- 


pended, till 1 obſerved in the eyes of my 
lover a joy, a delight, which penetrated 
my very ſoul, the eagerneſs, the vivacity 
of his careſſes, made me fear he would. 
even ſurpaſs me in love, and filled up 
the meaſure of my paſſion. I cannot now 
expreſs how love inſpired us both in one 
inſtant; we could not remain much longer 
in this place; the time would only ſerve 
us to concert meaſures capable of inſuring 
our happineſs in future: I inſiſted on his 
returning to the ridotto, and I went to 


my own houſe, wholly occupied with my 


paſſion. My huſband, my houſe, my 
people, in ſhort, every thing round me, 


vore a new aſpect, and a moſt diſagreeable 


one, in my eyes. I had a new kind of 
life to arrange, I wiſhed to be acquainted 
Se with 
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with all the falſe ſteps of my lover. What 
ſtrange ideas! What a variety of projects 
buſied my mind] but I have fince amply 
experienced that love knows how to fmooth. 
over all difficulties.” 1 ſene my gondolier 
once more to-reconnioitre the houſe of my 
lover, with a ſtrict charge to look, ob- 
ſerve, and examine narrowly into every 
the moſt minute circumſtance. I ſhould: 
have beſtowed infinitely more pains to 
gratify my coriofity,, or rather my heart, 
which was but ill at eaſe; had not Carlo 
known my gondolier, and given him a. 
billerdoux” for me; it was written with 
ſpirit and ſenſibility, In ſhort, love die- 
tated, and love read it. I queſtioned my 
miſerable meſſenger moſt unmercifully ;. 
my impatience rendered me uncommonly 
precipitate,” and made each new queſtion 
appear" of infinitely more importance to 
me than the laſt, though made without 
order or — ry ae bo renter * 


intelligible, ” "M 
"os * : Y e 
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« | learned, however, that his houſe was 
fitvated on the fide of a ſmall canal, not 
far from my palace, in a place very little 
frequented ; therefore I might, by the 
help of a maſque, eaſily go there. This 
indecorum would need an apology, was 
I writing to any other than an Italian. 
I was to meet him that evening at the ri- 
dotto, where I ſettled my plan, and Carlo 
was to attend my coming at three o'clock 
the next day. Animated as I was by 
love, when the hour of my departure ar- 
rived, I felt a pain till then unknown to 
me; my wretched heart fluttered, my 
ſpirits ſunk ; every dreadful, perhaps fa- 
tal, conſequence of the dangerous and 
imprudent ſtep I was about to take, ſtared 
me full in the face; and my whole ſoul 
was agitated with that ſort of irreſolution 
which ariſes more from the doubts of love 
than the combats of virtues I experienced 
amply; thoſe render emotions an approach 
4 pleaſure gives. My lover, who waited 

oni 5 with 
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with no little 1 impatience, ran to meet me, 
ſeized my hand, to conduct me to his 
apartment, but not without ſtopping every 
ſecond ſtep to load me with careſſes. My 
ſoul, no longer its own, ſoon became too 
highly inchanted to refuſe me to love, and 
too paſſionate to feel remorſe while ſwim- 
ming down the tide of pleaſure, and ſome 
bours appeared but as one ſingle moment 
to me: all was new, and this novelty; 
my dear Maria, is the very life, the ſoul 
of love. Never did a more lovely con- 
fuſion invade my ideas; fearful even in 
my wiſhes, embarraſſed in my expreſſions, 
ſeduced by pleaſure, animated by that of 
my lover, 1 was but too docile and ſub-. 
miſſive: with regret we perceived the 
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75 night « draw on, which muſt ſeparate us, 
or rather tear us from the arms of love: 
ſignor Carlo conducted me to the firſt 
gondola. How paſſionately fond. was 1 
of my loyer|! I reproached myſelf with 


the faint teſtimony I had 19 76 him of f my 
IE «10 3190 10 102 affection; 
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affection; wiſhed to ſee him again, to 
prove it more fully, and worthy the ſen- - 


SIT TYTRELC 
timents my heart overflowed wit CAC 


10745! 


inſtant. went to ſignora Baldi's 85 willing 
to make a viſit I dared avow to my wi , 
band}, I found her amidſt a circle of the 
beau monde, who appeared to be dazzled 
with my beauty ; the felicity of love bad 
diffuſed a vivacity and ſerenity over my 
whole countenance and figure. My lover 
became each day more dear to me, nay, 
dearer than life. Paſſion prompted us to 
ſeek new rendezvous ; we readily found 
them; occaſions preſenting themſelves by 
thouſands, which we failed not to im- 
prove. In ſhort, all with which love its 
ſpires his votaries, all that pleaſure can 


ers 


procure, with ſingular ſucceſs, we put in 
ptactice, ever finding ſomething new. 


| But what remains for me 91,” y, dear | 
. 


friend i bitter reflection only : alas, he in 
gone, my dear Carlo is e 7 can 


10D. 157 1 gw? 
ſeeing him no 


more! 
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more! It is true, I hear from him, but 
the feeble pleaſures letters bring, ſerve 


only to make me more ſenſibly regret hap- 
pier days. The multitude of admirers 


which now beſet me, only irritate my 
pain; unable to efface the dear image of 
Carlo from my ſoul. Adieu, my much 
loved friend; pity, and continue to love 

me.“ | 229 
I was in all the variety of my intrigue 
with the ſignora Marcella, when the news 
of the king's death arrived at Venice, and 
I received orders at the {ame time to re- 
turn to France. Leſs attached to Venice 
by my amour, than by the general round 
of amuſements I entered into, it coſt me 
little pain to quit it. I endeavoured, but 
in vain, to conſole the poor Marcella; I 
promiſed to return to her; and, after all 
the proteſtations which lovers make on 
fuch occaſions, and ſometimes with the 
- greateſt ſincerity in the world, though. 
ep never keep them, I left her, Scarcely 
had. 
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had I reached Paris when I received from 
fignora Maria the letter I have given 
you: I got many likewiſe from the poor 
Marcella, full of tenderneſs and tranſ- 
port; I writ to her levers times, but ab- 
| fence very ſoon obliterated from my mind 
all remembrance of her; and undoubtedly 
the perſeverance of ſome other lover 
gained him that place I held in her heart; 
ſhe ceaſed writing to me, and I heard no 
more of her. On my arrival at court, I 
found every thing wore a different aſpect; 
the late king, who had in his youth been 
extremely gallant, always kept up a be- 
coming dignity and decorum in his plea- 
ures ; the ſuperb entertainments he gave, 
rendered his court the moſt brilliant of 
any in Europe; and was, above all other 
other things, :moſt favourable to the pro- 
greſs of arts and ſciences, which took 
ſach long ſtrides in his time as few could 
reach, no kingdom outdo. To acquire 
a ny yall and elegant taſte, it was only 
; neceflary; 
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neceſſary for the courtiers to imitate the 
King, and the having it was the only re- 
commendation to his favour: but as he 


advanced in years, they were obliged ſome- 


times to have recourſe to Nattery, to pre- 
ſerve that favour. The king, in his old 
age, took a turn to devotion, and in an 
inſtant the whole court became devout, or 
appeared to be ſo, After his death the 


ſcene totally changed, and under the re- 


gency this hypocriſy was diſpenſed with. 
The ſmall number of the really virtuous 


remained as they were, and they who had 
played with it, became abundantly ho- 


neſter men by learning to be hypocrites ; 
many too there were as falſe in their liber- 
tiniſm-as they had been in their devotion, 


and believed they were making their court 


by abandoning themſelves to pleaſures, to 
which it is certain they were perfectly in- 
different, if not averſe. For my part, 1 


| bad'nopretenſions, and was not of an age 


© be TO * therefore I followed | my 
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natural bent. My heart could not reſt 
idle; and my firſt buſineſs was to ſeek 
out a fair to whom I might attach myſelf. 
Madame de Seranne, young, handſome, 
well made, and newly married, appeared 
to me moſt worthy my homage : I imme- 
diately attached myſelf to ber, and was 
indefatigable in my aſſiduity. Happily 
ſhe had no engagement (for I never 
eſteemed a huſband any thing). Madame 
de Seranne was naturally frank, open, and 
ſincere ; ſhe received my addreſſes, and 
ſo ſoon as ſhe had conceived a liking to 
me, ſhe followed it, and very ſoon after 
gave me proofs of it. We lived for 
about two months in the molt perfect 
union, when ſhe became inſenſibly a go- 
quette; it was then, at leaſt, I began to 


perceive it: when I reproached her with 
it, ſhe ſeemed aſtoniſhed, and told me ſhe 
had nothing, ſhe believed, to reproach 
herſelf with on that head _ becauſe, ſhe 


Ap "7 Pay [| 


loved me, and me only. * yielded to her 
decla- 


* 


declarations and promiſes, but this calar 
laſted not long, madame de Seranne took: 
little trouble to undeceive me, or precau- 
tion to deceive me. Her beauty began 
to make an eclat in the world, and draw 
a thouſand admirers after her; and though 


I could not perceive ſhe preferred any one 
of them to me, I ſaw ſhe liſtened to 
them all {with too much facility, and to 
all the advances they made her. I re- 
newed my complaint: madame de Seranne, 
who had before with great goodneſs re- 
moved my fears, now told me my idle re- 
proaches wearied her. Not looking on 
her rage as a proof of her innocence, 1 
flew out of the houſe, and was two whole 
days without ſeeing her; but love brought 
me back again, when I both begged her 
pardon, and loaded her with freſh re- 
proaches, at one and the ſelf-ſame time. 
However, our quarrels ſeemed made up, 
and we continued together ſome time; 
but moſt part of it: was paſſvd in quarrels 


and 
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and reconciliations. Atlength, haraſſed as 
much by my complaints as I was by her 
coquetry, ſhe declared to me ſhe could no 
longer ſupport my ill-humour, that ſhe 
had ſettled her plan, and gave me my 
conge. I accepted of it, but the rage and 
vexation I then felt, made me exclaim 
toudly againſt her and the whole ſex, I 
charged them with infidelity, levity, &c. 
&c. What was extremely ſingular, ſhe 
never took another lover, and the public 
had always regarded her as a character di- 
ametrically oppoſite to that of a coquette; 
and indeed J have myſelf, ſince that time, 
deemed her worthy their opinion. If I 
judged differently of her when we lived 
together, it was perhaps becauſe my tem- 
per, if not my judgment, had been mar- 
red by the two adventures which befel 
me in Spain and Italy. I made ſome very. 
ſerious reflections upon the women, and 
upon myſelf; and J found I ought not at 
Paris to look for the paſſion of an Lalian, 

| or 


6 


— 
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or the conſtancy of a Spaniard, but that I 
muſt again reſume the mannersof my coun- 
try, and bring my expectations within the 
bounds of French-gallantry. In ſhort, I 


determined in future to act upon this prin- 


ciple; never to attach myſelf; to purſue 
pleaſure, yet preſerve my heart free and 
unhurt, and to run on with the current 


of ſociety. I will not tire you with a 


circumſtantial detail of the numberleſs 
intrigues I inſtantly found myſelf en- 
gaged in; ſuffice it to ſay, the greateſt 


part of them began and ended in 
the ſame manner. Mere accident forms 
theſe engagements, a lover enters into 


them becauſe it either amuſes, or is con- 
venient to him, and quits them becauſe 


they ceaſe to be ſo, and becauſe all things 


muſt have an end. I applied myſelf 


fimply to diſtinguiſh the different charac- 
ters of the women with whom I had held 


ſome commerce. I had no ſooner broke 


with madame de Seranne, than I met in 


madame einge all that was neceſſary to 


confirm 


* * 


8 
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Donfirm me in the g ſentiments J bad nowly 
adopted, as well as in the reſalution I was 
about to take, never to have a ſerious at- 
tachment of che beart. The vomen in 
Paris, are in general leſs commutncative 
among each other than the men; they 
une divided into different claſſes, which | 
gave little, if any, commerce with one 
another. Each of theſe claſſes have their 
-particular ſtile of gallantry fixed and de- 
* termined, their choice, ſociety, and their 
cuſtoms, peculiar to themſelves; but all 
had pleaſure for their object: and this 
is the charm of living at Paris. I had 
both leiſure and opportunity to remark ull 
theſe differences. Madame de Perſigny, 
was what we call, in the gardens of Paris, 
a petite maitreſs, ſhe was born deciſive, 
and peremptory; the eirele of her wit but 
narrow, and contracted ; ſhe was lively, 
and for ever talking ; and her reparteds, 
more happy than juſt, © were often even 
100. brilliant *bred up ee child, 


. Spy E becauſe 
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, becauſe ſhe Nas then Pretty, the loyer 
. finiſhed, what the parents. bad begun. be 
believed ber preſence neceſſary every where, 
and to every body's happineſs ; conſe- 
. quently there was nothing to. be ſeen, 
vor any one place could go to, where 
badame Perſigny did not appear. One 
af her warmeſt wiſhes was, yo poſſeſs 
the privilege that young men have, of 
exhibiting themſelves at ſo many dif- 
ferent places in an evening; and to in- 


_demnify. herſelf for ſuch a partial, and bar- 
. barous reſtraint, ſhe flew about in à ca- 


þ "laſh, finiſhed in the higheſt taſte, with, a 
| .moſt b brilliant ſet of horſes, through all the 
4 - public drives in the environs of Paris, She 


„oſten e her company to ſup at Fhe 
countty houſes of her Acquaintance in 
their abſence ; ; the accommodation how- 
310 310 1 
Ever. zmely, r never diſpleaſed ber; pre- 
fl ferri 8 g every thing to her own houſe cd. 

: oi ae and going to bed. Tho 
by ley to fübject berſelf to & party it play, 

IU en Ds nid yiavo 998 09 "he 
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dhe frequently began, and left thenin 
the middle of a game; but the all- ſhe 
did love, and there indeed ſhe Was crm 
ing: it was at à ſupper I firſt became c- 
quainted with her, and our inticacy vas tur- 
tied pretty far that night. Born a coquette, 
e ſoon perceived the impreſſion he had 
made on me, and redoubled her coquetry ; 
at riſing ſhe propoſed 'a party to Neuilly 
{that folly was then in its novelty) i 1 * 
dily agreed to it, and followed with one 
of her friends: I had the honour Mr. 
*wiſe of attending her home, and”, of 
; leaving her with an ample proviſion of 
meditated parties, and projects innume- 
"able, to every one of which ſhe engaged 
me: ſhe could propoſe nothing T did Hot 
with pleaſure conſent to. In ſhort, T had 
an inclination t ro pleaſe ber, or, more pro- 


_perly ſpeaking, tc to have ber; conſequently 

ſuffered myſelf wo. be hurried away into a 
life of turbulence; my darling impelled 

me to ſee every thing, and my natural 

ca made me adapt myſelf tò every 

E 2 one's 
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dies taſte.” If one of theſe. parties un: 
fortunately failed, another muſt abſolutely 
be ſubſtituted in its room. It was then 
madame de Perſigny's ĩmagination fell to 
work, and that meſſages flew! about like 
Hphening ; for it was indiſpenſibly neceſi 
fary to find out ſomething to fill up every 
interval ſhe found vacant: the bare ap- 

| prehenſion of dulneſs was to her the 
| be replaced, ſhe became wonderfolly 
3 kind; ſhe had an inſinuating turn, and 
with this alone, women the moſt ex 
travagantly abſurd, often make men net 
omy approve of, bur bear a part in every 
rolly that paſſes through their idle brain. 
In theſe, and ſome ſuch ſimilar circum- 
ances, 1 obtained all I wiſhed ; but had 
he mortification to find that madame de 
Perſignyꝰs favours were by no means mars 
of her attachment to me. Phe meetings 
The gave me were almoſt always: in the 

Air, futtering, unſubſtantial: a dapper 


tete a tete ar W houſe appeared to 
e 2 her 
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her too long, though ſhe was, nevertheleſs, 
content to ſpend, ſome moments {heres 
and ſhe was graciouſly pleaſed to reward 
my paſſion, of rather knight-errantry,. in 
the moments I leaſt expected it. After 
his manner I was accuſtomed, for the 
moſt part, to be entertained at her to letz 
becauſe ſne obſerved it took up leſs of 
her time, than giving me a formal ren- 
dezvous. It is certain ſhe had not even 
the appearance of temperament, and 
that complaiſance, hear - ſay alone deter- 
mined her. She took a lover as ſhe would 

a piece of furniture, becauſe it was the 
0 2-4 that is to ſay, the mode. She 
diſmiſſed him as abſolutely, and was as 
readily reconciled; her letters flowed from 
the ſame principle; you met in the end 
ſome tender expreſſions, hallowed by cuſ- 
tom, the reſt had only diſſipation for its 
object. Her huſband, who. was a very 
accompliſned, ſenſible man, and a man of 
true honour, well knowing the impꝑſ⸗ 


„üer wa fixing ſuch a character, con- 
E 3 . Rrained 


/ 


Raine het i Acting 9 
be 8 inſenſt bility ſo conſpieuous in 
r: he "Ta he had nothing elſe to des 


220 Upon 


„ And that every argument! 


however 1 and friendlily offered," 


(1) i797 a7 4 7 
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tives madame de Ferſi 1857 Had ITY 


ta ining At ticular lover « ever in Ber ſervice, 
the deſire of having « one abſolutely under 


would bays” lite avail 


3 of. all 
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theſe frivolous an 


i Indepena gent 
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and "they had little room to be Battered! 


| 4 her command, perhaps was not the Leaſt; 
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1251 1 6 & Tal 
ever, with 


the jolt” 0 of a a life f ſo agit 
kae de Perſigny Le ienaginatidh/ 
rendered it impolfible to 


ever wandefing, 


with a preference, that was merely the 


| decifiqn of chance : but ſhe was pretty 
. brüten, and there needs no other 


ſite to make a ; woman ſought after by 
of the world. 15 was not long, how- 


py 
* 4 


OT 


{ pau kay one : pleaſure with het$ 


Di 


out feeling all the diſguſt, all 


yet ſo tri- 


d 07 t „ 


even 


2 
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braking rich 
her, I 1 to | be 1 . fi over. 0 
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even ſupper, her favorite amuſement, 


and for which ſhe ſeemed calc * a 1 


"OR. . in arranging, the ſc 


* JC: 


neſs, rded, ample matter for, pl 
ing 1 12 make a part in thely . 
I framed plauſible, pretences for many” 
excurſions 1 into the country ; z always tak 

ing care to „give madame timely notice, 


5 P*y ſhe might arrange her parties without 


IP... Scarce did madame de Perligny per. 
ceive my abſence ; I do not even know 
whether ſhe had time to conſider, we ho 


„ 


langer lived together. She wanted. not. 
„for amiable men, ardentiy ſoli- 
” cixous to. 1 * me, who were themſelves 


$$ # 6+ #14 


dame de-Perbgny had rea 0 rrethe 
has Sh renin, me, with which I 
dit OOTY N ited ha” 


+ 
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dame de'Sarenne, | that the very people! * 
| re has: reproached with coquetry, 25. 
| proved! to me no abſolute prudes : it 
ed a 1 the little blind - deity whimſi- 
_ cally deligned to ſubject me to characters 
the moſt-oppdſite;" for hif own ne. 
ment, or my puniſhment.” White I was 
ſeeking ſome reſpite, anc recovering breatl 

from che fatigue of madame de Perfigny's 

petulance, Tone diy met at the houſe of 


eee —e— U — IE —— "x2 — 
_ x 
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whoſe exquiſite beauty, graceful figure, 
nobdenefs of air, feet fthougfů grave and 

. modeft)- countenanteʒ inſtantiy drew my 
attention; in mot, my whole ſoul came 


into my eyes, here it would have re- 
mained, had not the ſtill more powerful 


charms of her converſation, called* it into 


replete with the'fmeſt ſentiments, and ex 
_ with a noble ſimplicity and har- 
moby of voice peculiar t6 berſelf. Im- 
kee, rs W 1 2 


* * 


„* o vw 


* -#relation, with whom T ined; 'a Woman 


| * my ears: hier ideas were clear, ingenious, = 
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name, which learned was: Gremonville 
that ſhe was a devotee of note, and 
eſteemed. Though I found her perſon, 


4 
— 
N . 


her wit, [&c. had made the deepeſt im- 


preſſion on my heart, I did not dare aſk 


her permiſſion to pay my _devoirs to her 


at her on houſe, her turn and mine 
ſeemed ſo incompatible ; beſides, I feared 


abruptneſs might cauſe an abſolute; refuſal, 
and ruin me at once. I determined, how- 
ever, to be . viſitor at this houſe, 
where I found I ſhould generally meet 


her. I executed my reſolves, and had the 
happineſs of meeting the divine madame 
de Gremonville pretty often, and of oblig- 


ing my couſin beyond meaſure, who laid. 
my viſits to the account of pure friend- 
ſhip. Her manners ſoon charmed me infi- 


nirely more than all her other accompliſh- 


- ments ; I beheld in ber, fimple nature, ak 


leaſt ſo ſtreng a ſemblance of it, as might 
have duped a wiſer man: ſhe did not ole 


Rugs, wen why ee bote 


vo 


7 


8 pleaſing 


. fut attachment convinced me ſhe was not 
infenſible to the tender paſſions; Laſked = 
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had powers to pleaſe me infinitely; I 
ſtuded her ſentiments, and gave up every 


The ſenfibiliry ſhe ſhewed gave me every 


ffeiſdn to hope I ſhould one day reap the 
fruit of my labour; yet the bare appear - 
agance of virtue had ſo thoroughly awed 
me, I did not dare declare myſelf, till 1 


was further encouraged on hearing ſhe 
bad embraced this ſpecies of devotion 
merely to regain the favour of her huf- 
band; which an affair between her and a 
young: man in -his'- neighbourhood had 
__ cauſtd/him to withdraw from her. This 


leave to viſit her, and obtained it. I 
eduldbnot help remark ing ahat madame 
Grenonville, beides cht conſideration 

. of A and 


{quillity which reigned in all ſhe ſaid ar 
did, and added infititely to thoſe charms 
chat ſtood not in need of aid; I felt ne 


| of her huſband ; and religious veal Min 


: their ſouls, 


very conſiderable fortune: all that wWas 


1 "* 
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and eſteem of the public, had acquired 
an abſolute empire over the mind andifoyl 


fure mans of arriving at it. Theiitruly 
devout are moſt aſſuredly reſpettable and 
worthy;.che higheſt praiſe : the fweetnels 
of their manners announces the purity of 
ſouls, and the calm of cheir car 
ſcience: they judge of themſelves, with 
as much ſrverity as if they pardoned na: 
thing in others, and have as much, in- 
dulgence ſor the reſt of mankind, as, if 
who uſurp this title, are extremely impe- 
rious; the huſband. of a. falſe devotee 
is obliged to have a. fort, of reſpect for 
ber; from which he muſt not | 
whatever diſcontent. he ſuffers,..unleſs he 
would quarrel with the whole party. Ma- 


dame.de Gremonville diſpoſed at will of a 


mag uificent and elegant ſurrounded hey 


| without the appraranceof any. thing one . 
. E 6 | than 


0 
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aud ſolflexamination, they are left at li- 


what the very people fo reſerved in their 
eenſure of them, would not paſs over in 
ic man of the world. In ſhort, the only 
difference between them is in the article 
&f huts; you nb with the devötte, and 


you hp with" the woman of the world; 
h that one houſe might, in ſome fort, ſerve 


for both the one and the other. Viſits to 


priſbners, to Hoſpitals, a ſermon, attending 


"divine ſervice at ſome diſtant church, af- 
ford à hundred pretentes to a devotee to 
THEIR ipnorance; 8 ſlander, when 


than. neameſa and ſimplieity; one can feel * 
it, but to explain it you muſt ſee it. She. 
wasthe firſt of the de votes that adopted 
thofingular mode of little villas, which the 
public overlooked in a woman of her rank 
and; character, as one of thoſe whimſical 
eaprices of no conſequence, and which 
ey cam never account for. It is at theſe 
places chat; under pretence of recollection 


bverty to act with too little precaution, 


by 


vk | Th 
* * : 
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by aecident they are known. When touge 


is left off, and from outward appearance 
at woman is declared a devotee, ſhe may 
diſpenſe with a carriage and ſervants fol- 
lowing her, under pretence of concealing 
her good works. Thus, abſolute miſtreſs 
of her actions, ſne traverſes all Paris, goes 
into the country alone, or tete a tete with = 
a director; in this manner, when their 
reputation is once eſtabliſned, virtue, or 
rather that which»reſembles it, i mes 
the ſafeguard” of pleaſure, e de 
Gremonville began to aſk me a thouſand 
queſtions about the women with whom F 


had been connected, ſometimes deploringy 


the conduct of the women of the world; 
ſometimes ridieuling them: the approved 
of my diſcretion about others, as it re? 
moved all fears from herſelf; and in 


reality felf- love and vanity never once 


tempted me to break that filence a man 
of honour ſhould ever keep upon ſuch 
e I was always more n of 
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tune. This turn of mine made an im. 


Thad before touched) and I accompliſhed 
her ſeduction, by redoubling my priiſes' 
4 beauty, her grace, and even het 
virtue. I always admired the ſacrifice ſhe 
— to heaven; my converſation Was 


flattefing without appearing” hypocritical- 
I ſes off to her the pleaſures of the world. 


appeared an errant ſlave to them; but 
my eyes, at the fame time, aſſured her, 
Io was ready to offer up ten thouſand 


worids n ſacrifice to her. Fearing' they 
miglit penetrate into the motives of my 
viſits, ſhe advertiſed me what hours were? 
allotted to her exerciſes of piety, and 

when I might venture to go to her, and 


nat riſque meeting thoſe — 
ſowetimes neceſſarily aſſembled at her 
hguſe, ton treat about the affaits en 


bagkhiting, nnn, 
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preſſion on her underſtanding! (her heart | 


ſogiety;y and.akhougb-Nlanderg/detraftings! = 


— * — — — 


—— — — 
- 
* 
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blies, it was one of thoſe duties they beſt; 
filled up. , I, was pretty lueley in daiog 
hold of the time, I could meet ]i¹ν ma- 
dame de Gremonville alone. I very ſoon 
found that love inſinuated me each day 
more and more into her confidence ::cher; 
huſband, even marked her partiality., and 
uſed. to joke with me about her: Take 


care, ſays he, if madame de Gmmon- 


ville once undertakes you, ſhe ill convert 
you.“ All this time ſhe had my conduct 
narrowly watched, and cauſed letters to 


be, vxitien to me, offering me many moſt 


agreeable. adventures; but the paſſion 
with. which ſhe. had inſpired me, and the- 
defire of having a devotee; rendered me 
little curious about other intrigues, und 
produced in me the effect of prudence.” 


In ſhort, after having gone through the 


trial orde al, and ther e remaĩned not the 
ſmalleſt doubt of me, I obtained the h. 


- £089 | maiſons. 


un, c N D E . 

; ITY 1 was, introduetd in the habit 
of an ect leſiaſlic, and this was my com- 
mod, dicguile: the maſquerade does not 
give. mote liberty at Venice, than the 
black "gown n forniſdes occaſion for at 
Patis, where every one, occupied with 
their own pleaſures, ſcareely ever think of. 
troubling the pleafurc of others. The pre- 

text of attending 4 particular church af. 

forded madame de Gremonville the means 

of abſenting herſelf, and of ſaying the 

| ould dine at the houſe of one of her 

particular friends, in order to return with 

her in time for the evening ſervice ; be- 

ſides every other precaution, ſhe even 
took that of opening the door to me her- 
fel, We went vp ſtairs, into an apart- 
. tnen t where fimplicity and nearneſs ſeemed 
| — each other, and where gothing o 
useful was forgot. I very ſoon gave 4 

logſe/t0, my paſſion, and explained te 


anden, tranſports of wy heart, with dete 


eee pepe, eme n gent vun 


et, the 


a — 


* 
* 
LY 


empire” you hold in my heart; no, you 


- mT 


im 


conriber 
the 6 aracter of a e pefiir. 
= Very preſſing you are, ſeys the, ie what, 
cannot the pleaſure of loving "and being 


beloved ſatisfy you ? I gave you this 
meeting, that we might pour out the ſens. 
timents of our hearts to each other witk 
freedom, without reſtraint; yet the dan 


ger to which I expoſe myſelf in having 
you here, cannot cdnꝰisce you" of the 


love me not, you would ſeduce my virtte, 
level me with the generality of women, 


td be able to defpife me as you do them.“ 


f employed all my eloquence, mixed with” 
che tendereſt, moſt ſoothing careſſes, to 
prove to her the rectitude ind warmth of 
my heart towards her. I readily perceived 


it took effect, but that modeſty ſtill com- 
| bated with love; the latter, however, ſbon 


gained the victory, and I ſhould have been 
che happieſt of mankind; had not the moſt 


violent regret inſtantly ſeized her, which 
I vfed all poſſible means to cam, and hub 


4 
time 
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tiche feffctent between and dinner 1d re. 
moue ull her do ubts of my! paſſion, and 
exprricticeriher.nenderhtls for me, ino 
longer under reſtraint. Our dinner W˖as 
ſerved up in one oourſe, ſimple but ele- 
gant; I Was treated as a favourite directon 
The hom for finiſhing the ſerbice arrived 
ant obliged us to part; but we frequently! 
met, with the like precaution. The no- 
velty of this adventure had for me a thou - 
ſand charms; it bore not the leaſt re- 
ſemblance to any thing 1 had hitherto 
| met with. The valets of a devotee; are 
never in her confidence, they are modeſt 
and proper in their behaviour, have none 
of chat inſolent impertinence that being 
itthe ſecrets of their ladies gives them. at? 
Madame de Gremonville; though Hively: 
in her careſſes and corverſation;- ſeemed 
moderate in her pleaſures, and to have ie 
intoreſt at heart,” but my ſatisfact ion nt 
abſingle view towards her De 
vö türe emplaya all the ſmooth, ally terms. af 


0 | the 


' 
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the. dictionary of devotion, the moſtſ affect 

ing and hvely towards her lover 2 the ri 

tioiſm on the wotld that madatne de Ger: 

was always an elogium directed towards her- 

11 ſelf; ſhe extolled the charms of myſterys.; 

and) the moſt: exalted delights ſhe, intro- 

| duced under the name of ſimple conve-.. 

|  niencies.. Our commerce went on fon: 

| ſin months without occaſioning the, leaſt 

ſcandal or noiſe in the world; but I began 

to perceive a coolneſs and conſtraint in all 

the- proceedings of madame de Gremon- 

vllle, and ſhe advanced ſome ſcruples; 
J 

regarded them as ſymptoms of incon- 

| ſtancy 20 have always imagined it Nas 
| the jealouſy of the director (prompred by 
ſome inteteſted motives) that troubled our 
repoſe... Our rendeavous became ſeſa fre · 
quent, and che difficulty uf ſeeing ier 
avgniented euch day and ſhe / declared 
in rt chat he ον,ĩCuno dunger hold 


| arts on 
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oha commerce ſo criminal. ] uſed every 
argument to place our attachment in a 
mois, favourable light, but in vain; ſhe 
bad taken her reſolution, and I was obliged: 
ta ſubmit. The only letter I had (tor, 
ſhe never luft me more than one, though 
this contained nothing of confequence). 
returned her. Our affair ended with as 
Hitle noiſe a8 it begun; but I confeſs 1 
vas pidved, to find madame de Gre- 
monville ebuld quit me ſo caflly; above 
all; as The fad nothing to reproach me 
with: 1 had möſt religiouſly obſerved al 
her commands, I even went ſometiches 
(after this) to her houſe, to fave apprars 
| ances,” but without marking in ber the 
kaſt deſire of renewing our friendſhip, 


or the leaſt remonſtranee of the paſt. In 


word, her method of ptoceeding to me, 
appeared more arrogantly preſumptive 
than that af any other woman : ſhe: had 
none of that caution and management 


oo mmom to women ſo cireumſtanced per- 
9 = 
1 | 0” . 


retirement in which I dived with madame 


monſieur De, whom I knew co be 
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dhaps-ſhe» reckoned much on my probith 
and ſhe only rendered me juſtiee. The 


de Gremonville made me Joſe ſight of all 
my friends, ang the ſocieties I was beforę 
engaged in; I at once found myſelf ſunlæ 
into abſolute ſolitude, ich determined 
= never more to riſque falling into the 
ſume dilemma, but to have always a miſ- 
treſs in petia, provided I either left or loſt 


a favourite one. I was in this diſpoſition 
of mind, when I happened to have ſome 


particular. buſineſs with M. De W 2 


| which 1 bad a right to as I hier 


had an averſion and a natural incapacity 
tor, lay-ſuits,.. and that the way to avoid 


them is not al ways to conſult men of that 


profeſñon, I endeavoured to find out 


very teaſonable, good kind of att. One 
very great aduantage theſe gemletmen of 
che robe veap Hm their profefon is, 


8 q 


they 
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Jeney "Neath, at the enpente öf cthers;"te | 
Hy even the appearance'of a law-füit hem. 
gelbes; chetefore we terminated out dif- 
ofrreßck zmicably, and 1Vethained il the 
"Humber of his friends. The ffrſt mark! 
gave him of it, Was endeavouring to Kew 
duce his wife, who was rolerably 00 


1 proved ſucceſsful, but 1 was forced to 
"ſtoop: to manners and converſation” to 


Which I was an abſolute ſtranger,” 92 


al 


"The hauteur of the robe, like that of 
religion, is founded upon ancient cuſtom, 
tradition, and the written word. They | 


641 ©7 , 


Yiave a fort of vanity which ſeparates 
10 

them from the reſt of the world; 5 every | 

thing that ſurrounds theorhurts their | ride. | 


T1WOT 38: 


| he gentlemen of the robe | ave ever 
been eld inferior to the firſt rank of no- 


blelle, whence many obſeure, Glly felis, | 
ho could not, perhaps, get admitted i1 into 
the magiſtracy, have affürance enoug h to 

dare claim 4 right 1 to deſpiſe Wer the 


moment they carry a word; this is a a. 


1448 
- mon 
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mon trick of che military, of the. meaneſt 
_$xtraQtion, but yet hingers at men pf 
family, who would do honour c many of 
. thoſe who. paſs themſelyes off for people 
o the firſt. rank, from putting on the 


gown. It is true, indeed, they are di- 


ingviſhed in two different claſſes, the 
ancient, who have illuſtrations, and are 
_ deſcended from , the firſt houſes in the 
kingdom; ; and thoſe of a later date, who 
have a thouſand times more ſelt-ſufficiency 
and arrogance. The gentlemen of the 
robe look upon themſelves, and with rea- 
fon, infinitely above the financiers, who 
re, | however, far beyond them in opulence 
nd ſplendour, and become, i in their turn, 
555 ſource of the ſecond claſs of the robe. 
The peo pe ple have for their magiſtrates a 
"kind of ape ariſing from a Principle 
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their ideas | are by no means clear about; 
01 9 

they regard t them as their proteQors, when 
i reality they are nothing more than their 


"Judges. T he greateſt part of the ge ntle- 


1010 & ?1 2't 
men 


Y 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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maintains and ſupports their pride; they 


exclaim without ceaſing againſt the cour- 


tiers, whom they affect to deſpiſe, though, 
at the ſame time, they ſtun you to death 
with the names of thoſe to whom they 


have the honour to be allied; not a man 


diſtinguiſhed by a title dies, but half the 
| gentlemen of the robe. put on mourning z 
this is a duty they diſcharge punctually, 
even to the hungredth degree of conſan- 
guinity; but very rarely do you ſee the 
magiſtrate wear black for his couſin the 
counſellor. Solicitations do not flatter 
them all equally, the trifling part are ex- 
tiemely ſenſible to them; but the better 
Judges, and the moſt ſenſible, find them 


_ troubleſome, and they are commonly uſe- 
leſs. The robe in general eſtpnate them- 


Kellern too ns and others value them not 


Tu 


amongſt themſelves, and that commerce 


1 
| 
| 
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The women of this claſs, who live but 
with each other, have not the leaſt know- 
ledge of the world, or the manners of it; 


or if they have, they are falſe and con- 


tracted ideas: their only occupation is the 


ceremonial, and their only amuſement low 


envy and detraction. Madame De** was 
trained up in every capital accompliſhment 
of the robe; and her huſband, ſo anxiouſly. 


ſolicitous about her behaviour, that he 
never ceaſed lecturing her upon that ſub- 


ject; yet her youth, and a kind of par- 


tiality which ſhe ſhewed me, held me ſome, 


little time; but the flatneſs and ſtupidity 


of the company, their. vulgar pleaſantries 
brought from the college, their pedantic 
manners, joined to the dulneſs of the 


houſe, rendered it ſoon inſupportable to 


me, and I plainly ſaw I muſt ſeek: for 
amuſements elſewhere, and only reſerve 


| madame De L. 9. for idle hours. J. began 


to rejoin the ſociety from which madame 


- de Gremonville had drawn me; and no 


5 F ſooner 
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 fogner waz J returned into the world, than 
Loves, aſked, to all the ſuppers of conſe- 
quence, and as much carreſſed, nay more 
i poſſihle, than before I bad ſecluded 
myſelf from it. Paris is the centre of 
diflipation, and men the moſt indolent, 
from taſte and ſituation, are there, per- 
haps, the buſieſt. My only embarraſſ- 
ment was how to make choice; ſuch an in- 
finite number of ſuppers were each day 
propoſed to me, I confeſs I did not al- 
ways find them ſo agreeable as they were 
reported to be; nevertheleſs, they ſome- 
times amuſed me. After examining all 
theſe houſes, T gave the preference to ma- 
dame de Gerville's, finding it moſt ſuit- 
table to my taſte; I went there much 
6ftener than to any other; the company 
was better choſen, and play leſs frequent: 
it was, in ſhort, neither male a buſineſs 
of, nor a very intereſting amuſement, 1 
met thete dt ſupper, one evening, ma- 


Ale &Albi, "and was leſs ſtruck with her 
6 figure, 


3 


CONFESSIONS. 99 
fgute, which was ordinary, without being PR 
common or vulgar, than by her Sab 
her livelineſs, her wit, and the Gogdlariep 
of her ideas and manner of | exprefling... 
them, which, without being prudiſh, was 
ſimple. No body, I judged, was more 
proper or likely to cure and rouſe me 

from the lethargy my commerce with ma- 
dame De * had ſunk me into, than 
madame d*Albiz chance placed me next 
her at table, and the converſation, which 
till then was general, ſoon became parti- 
cular between her and. me, and we abſo- 
lutely and entirely forgot the reſt of the 
company, who ſoon begun to whiſper, 

Madame d'Albi gave me permiſſion to 

go to her houſe; an honour I profited of 

the very next day. In the early days of 

our acquaintance, our regiprocal vivacity 

f perſuaded us to believe no two people 

| were ever more calculated for each other ; 

| that all with us would be perfect har- 

| mony z and we formed an attachment 

F 2 conform- 
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eonformable to theſe ideas. But I ſoon 
perceived ſhe had a temper the moſt un- 
equal and capricious; never did ſhe think 
for two days together with uniformity, a 
| thing diſpleaſed to- day, for the very (nay 
perhaps the only) reaſon ſne liked it yeſ- 
terday: the livelineſs of thoſe ideas, which 
changed each inſtant their object, fur- 
' niſhed her alſo with reaſons the moſt ſpe- 
cious and perſuaſive, to juſtify that change: 
when ſhe talked-ſhe ceaſed to have a fault, 
whatever ſentiments ſhe defended we were 
obliged to- adopt; ſuch powers had the 
- ſagacity of her wit, the fire of her ideas, 
and the brilliancy of her expreſſion. | - 

We ſhould imagine it impoſſible ſhe 
could ever ſwerve from reaſon; if we could 
forget that the preſent ſentiment was al- 
_ways a direct cantradiction to that which 
preceded it; but the moſt grievous of all 
circumſtances to me, was her heart's 
heing ever ſubject to her temper, and 
mms it into all its caprices. and 


IIs whims 3 
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whims: one moment ſhe loaded me 
with careſſes, the next I was the ob. 
ject of her contempt. Characters the 
moſt oppoſite in themſelves were united 
in madame d' Albi, viz. the melancholy, 
the gay, the thoughtleſs, the ſerious, the 


fret and unaffected, the reſerved, &c. and 


whichever of theſe ſhe choſe to put on, 
was always ſo ſtrongly marked, that it 
appeared her real and natural character to 
them who only ſaw her for that inſtant. 
She one day commiſſioned me to look our 
for a petite maiſon, * where,” continued the, 


« we may ſee each other with more liberty: 


Theſe particular houſes vulgatly called 
petite maiſons, were firſt brought into fa- 
nion at Paris by lovers who had meaſures 
to keep, and were obliged to obſerve my t- 
tery in their meetings; and thoſe Who 
would have an aſylum for parties of de- 
bauchery too dangerous to be made in 
public houſes, . and which they would 
_ to make in their own. Such was 

C5 W the 
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the origin of theſe curious houſes, which 
multiplied fo faſt afterwards, as to deſtroy 


the very end of them, by ceafing to be myſ- 
terious. Though the firſt deſign and uſe 


of them was to conceal certain affairs from 
the public, there were many who took 


them only to make you believe they had 
an affair of gallantry, or merely out of an 
air, as they were occupied but by people 


of a certain rank; but in the end they be · 


came ſo very common, ſo public, that 
the extremity of the ſuburbs ſeemed abſo. 
lutely confecrated to them. The owners 
of them were known, the maſter's name 
as publickly mentioned as that of any 
other perſon, and they began to ornament 
them. It is moſt certain, that fince they 
ceaſed to be myſterious they have ceaſed 


to be indecent,” but they have ceaſed alſo 
to be uſeful: a petite maiſon, is now. a- 


days of no other uſe to moſt people, but to 
give them an air and appearance of ſeeking 


afrer Plaſure'; wer retire do wenge away 


cheir 
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their time a little more.ſecretly than they 
could at their own houſes. I have i ing 
ever thought the inventor of them knew 
little of the human heart ; for they are the 
ruin of gallantry, the tomb of love, nay 
perhaps even that of pleaſure itſelf, Ma- 
dame d' Albi and I, however, believed we 
ſhould make a beiter uſe of that we were 
in ſearch of; I took all poſſible pains to 
procure one in an obſcure quarter of the 
town, where we were utterly unknown. 
I cannot pretend to paint the pleaſure and 
vivacity with which madame d' Albi came 
to take poſſeſſion of our retreat; ſhe found 
it preferable to the moſt ſuperb palace 3 
we ſupped there, and paſſed the evening 
in the higheſt delight, and felt nothing 
at parting but impatience to meet there 
again, which we agreed to do within two 
days from that time : luckily for me, 1 
vent firſt to her houſe, inſtead of waiting 
for her at the retreat. I found her alone, 
but fo far from the eagerneſs I looked for | 
Yo: F 4 | on 
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oe B received n me with the ut- 


ry contempt, and told me the was ex- 


ce ſurpriſed 1 to find, that inſtead of 


ſolicfting her forgiveneſs for the injury 


and affront I had offered her, by carrying 


her to a petite maiſon, I ſhould prefume 


to [propoſe 1 it a ſecond time. 1 confeſs 1 
was ; aſtoniſhed, and freely repreſented to | 
her, that it was by her expreſs command 


1 Rad taken that houſe, the precautions 1 
had uſed, and the ſecrecy with which we 


had met there. She replied, Had 1 
been tender of her reputation, I ſhould. 
have diſcouraged ſuch ideas in her; a rea- | 
ſonäble woman, though not overſolicitous = 


abdit fame, ought never to. be ſeen in 


thoſe ſort of places; and that the moſt 


* 5 


| ſectet parties are always the moſt malicj- | 


ouſly interpreted | when they come to be 


diſcovered.” In ſhort, there was no one 
| on þ 7 : £1135 ial TE + 
repfoach I was not obliged to endure on 


this fubject. In this extraordinary man- 
ner ; ach my time wn madatie * Alb wel 


it 
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it ſeems ſhe had ten different friends, and 
there were nine-ever ready to ſupply my 
place. I was always on the very brink of; 
quitting her in theſe moments of outrage, 


which happened frequently; but her wit, 


her figure, and a caprice ſtill more favour- 
able to her, brought me back again: L 

believe, nevertheleſs, my head would have 
been turned, if the rigour of my ſituation 
had not been a little ſoftened by meeting 
with a woman who, without refining up- 
on pleaſure, gave herſelf up naturally, 
and inſpired the ſame ſort of inclination; 

This was the wife of a rich merchant of 


the Rite de St. Honors, named monſieur 


Pichon, who became known to me from 
her huſband making cloaths for my regi- 
ment. The merchants at Paris are flat - 
tered to the higheſt degree, at having the 


honour ta give an entertainment to the: 


officers whoſe regiment they furniſh... Þ 
yielded to the intreaties of monſieur Pi- 
n who. would abſolutely give me a 

F 3 foppere 
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ſopperz 1 engaged myſelf merely from 
complaiſance, ſuppoſing I ſhould be tired 
to death; but, on the contrary, I was 
a good deal . amuſed, and made an ac- 
| quaintance with madame Pichon ; fhe way 
| young and pretty, and what we call in 
2 Bourgoiſe, a good motherly woman; 
her company was much folicited to. all the 
entertainmemts m the part of the rown 
where ſhe lived; the ſang, ſhe danced, 
the enticed, ſhe had the reparite prompte, 
wore libre than deleceſe, you will readily 
believe, and the longeſt ſuppers made no 
alteration in either her ſpirits or humour. 
F imagined ow genius would not be over- 
brilliant, or be hard puſhed that night in 
conßderation of f t; but I aw in che end 
| i was the conſtant cuſtom of the houſe. 
I had ſet my heart upon having madame 
Pichon, and to bring that about, I was 
obliged to ſybmit eo make one in her 
2 give. myſelf up to her ſo- 
1 away 
Pa by 
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by 4 havteur natutal toad women? ud 
which manifeſts itielf according to theſr 
different ranks: the told ine it was del 
ſpiſing her, made me wiſh to conceal my 


viſits to her; that ſhe was pretty enough 
to be beloved; but if that was bol fults 
able to my ideas, ſhe had heretofore 

the object of attention to a mam of con- 
dition, &c. that whoever profeſſed kim- 
ſelf her lover, ſhe would have behind the 
- counter in the country, and at the houſes 
of her friends ; that, in ſhort, the had 
no body to give an account o der con 
duct to but her huſband, to whom te 
never gave any. I was then reduced to 
make one in all her parties, both i in town | 


and country. I till took great care t 

keep this from the knowledge of madame | 
| d' Albi, whoſe haughtinefs would have be * 
much hurt at having ſuch a rival, and Which 
ſhe never could have pardoned. How- 


ever new to me the ſociety of madam 


Pichon was, I could not help ſometim imes 
F6 unf 
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drawing compariſons between it, and thoſe, 
Thad, always lived in; and I was very ſoon 
convinced the world differs only in exte- 
riors, and that all are alike in the main; 
the whims, the quarrels, and the menage 
exactly the fame; I remarked likewiſe, 
that theſe people who enrich themſelves 
by commerce, loſe it again by their 
vanity: the fortunes which ſome. mer- 
chants have made, carry them ſo far out 
of themſelves, they will not deign to,. 
bring up their children to buſineſs; Fhence 7 
good citizens and excellent Bourgoiſe are 
loſt in, mean, ridiculous pretenders to 
gentility; they love to talk of peoplelof | 
condition, whom they know barely by name, { 
and make hiſtories of them which ſhock... 
common ſenſe. Their wives, no leſs am- 
bitious of appearing well informed, ctipple 
and maim their, very names, confound = 
4 their hiſtories, and carry their opinion of 


qthem to ſuch a ridiculous height, as can- 
nov fail 6 a8 well as con- 


8 tempt, 
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tempt, in a man of the world; and theſe, 
very women, ſo laviſh in their cenſure to- | 
wards thoſe of a ſphere aboye the reach 
of their knowledge, are for ever attempt - 
ing to imitate them; and to avoid an air 
which would appear narrow and conſined, 
make uſe of terms the maſt indelicate 
and groſs, when at liberty and amongſt 
their intimates, at what they call their 
little ſuppers, of twelve or fifteen people. 
Heſides, as the expence is great, they eat 

and drink their ſhare out of œconomy ; 
the fatigue and buſineſs of the weck make 
them neceſſarily enjoy this relaxation, the 
laugh, &c. and make they days of feaſt, 
days of mirth and riot,“ enlivened and 
kept up by the moſt groſs pleaſantries. 
| It would not have been poſſible for me 
to ſuſtain this manner of life much longer, 
had not my departure for my regiment 
afforded me a plauſible pretence for quit- 
ing the good madame Pichon. . She ap- 
e me ſo . hurt at my 
Ade going, 


going, 1 ee in conſcience 
bound to counſel her, never more to em- 


bark with a man of faſhion; I expatiated' 
much upon the advantage, eaſe, and conve- 
nienes of living with a man of her owa ſort, 
i hom ſhe choſe from taſte. She thanked: 
me for my advice, and promiſed to reflect 
upon it; deſirecd, however, I would viſit- 
her on my return, to ſave appearances; a 
complaiſance no man, ſne thought, either 
could or ought to refuſe. I acquieſced in 
her opinion, and forgot not to keep my 
word. Hitherta all the women with 
whom I farmed any intimacy had been 
always dear to me, and I never met them 
without feeling a fort of ſecret pleaſure; 
even the ſociety of madame Pichon 1 
turned to my advantage in the world; 
and I always compared it to an excellent 
parody, that throws a ridiculous light | 
over a piece which ſeduces by its falſe. 
brilliancy. On my return from my re- 
Ton 1 2 upon tying myſelf 


down 


"SY. 
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down to ſome new intrigue, and decently: 
quitting madame d' Albi, 'whoſe eaprice I 
was determined no longer to endure; ig- 
norant that ſhe had foreſeen my arrange- 
ment, . and given me a ſucceſſor during | 
my abſence. I was piqued at her being 
before - hand with me, though T had not 
the leaſt inclination left for her, and had 
determined to break with her, but I would 
have done it with ſome fort of propriety, 
and that reſpect I have always ſhewn to 
women. I reſolved to be revenged of 
her, and neglected nothing to renew our 
attachment, that I might have the pleaſure 
of quitting her afterwards with echt, 1 
went to fee her, ſhe had begun to practiſe 
the tricks and caprice upon her new lover, 
fo well known to me; he had left her in a 
pique, a favourable circumſtance for me; 
I was better received, we ſupped together ; 
the next day I handed her into a box at 
the opera, and three days after I quitted 
her * which enraged her to 


SORE 
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ſuch A degree, that the never pardoned 1 
me. I freely forgave her, though 1 ſtill 
reproach myſelf for a procedure I could. 
never have been guilty of, had I not been 
hurried away by the ſudden impulſe of 
foppery. 1 had no ſooner finiſhed this 
affair, than 1 thought o of another. A young 
man of the world (which T had the repu- 
tation of being) believes himſelf diſho- 
noured if he remains five days without an 


intrigue, and without ſeeing the public 
occupied about him 5 therefore, to pre- 
ſerve my reputation, and not remain idle, 
1 attacked ten women at one time; I 
vrit to all thoſe whole, names my me- 
mory could trace. This method of be- 
ginning an intrigue ought to appear ri- 
diculous to every man of common ſenſe 
(I allow), yet it is, nevertheleſs, one of 
thoſe which beſt ſucceeds with the young 
men of the world: moſt of theſe letters. 

are ill received perhaps, but if one hap- 
pens to prove forrunate, their labour is 
r FRF eee not 4 
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not t loſt, and this ſuffices with the current 
for entertaining a commerce. 


T he counteſs of Vignolles was in the num- 
berof thoſe whom I had written to; I knew 
her by fight only, but her coquetry, or ra- 
ther her libertiniſm, wasſo well eſtabliſhed, 
ſhe was not in the leaſt ſurprized or of- 

fended at the mode of -my declaration. 
As fate would have it, ſhe happened juſt 
then to be without even a titular lover, 
and heſitated not a ſingle moment to give 
me a favourable anſwer. I deemed it un- 
neceſſary to throw away much time and 
attention about her, for in effect ſne me- 
rited none, and ſatisfied myſelf with ſend- _ 


ing her the addreſs to my petite maiſon "ir 


advertiſing her, at the ſame time, I ſhould 
wait there in hopes of having the honour _ 
of her company at ſupper the evening 

following. She failed not to come, and 


had, as 1 imagined, ſo far overcome the 


prejudices, of the world, (as women of | N 
her 3 it) char' is to tay, all decency | 
| and 
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and decorum, that ſhe would not give me 
the trouble even of acting the part of a man 
in love; and we ſupped with more gaiety 
than if we had really been in love with 
each other. Her heart had no part in the 
falſe ſteps ſhe made; therefore her wit, 
humour, and chearfulneſs reigned at full 
liberty. Madame de Vignolles poſſeſſed, 
in an eminent degree, the talent of ridi- 
cule, and we made a full and ample cri- 
ticiſm upon all our acquaintance ; query, 
whether it was not the principal motive 
bf our frequenting the petite maiſon ; 
where, in default of love, we adopted 
pleaſure, and always parted well contented 
with each other ? her lively, nay, even un- 
ruly, imagination amuſed me. Her per- 
ſon was extremely agreeable to me, and, 
after five or fix ſuppers, 1 was very near 
falling in love, when I happily diſcovered 
1 was the lover ſhe publickly avowed ; 
but the young count de Varennes was the 
perſon ſhe preferred in fecret. I would 
Web i * | | | 8 have 
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have put on the jealous lover, violent in 
reproaches, had not madame de Vignolles 
turned it all into ridicule, and very juſtly; 
« What,” ſays ſhe, in the manner we 
took each other, ought you to expect or 
imagine my fidelity to you ſhould be proof 
againſt any man who ſought and wiſhed 
to gain me? you -never took the- pains 
even to make me believe you loved me; 
it happened to be convenient to us both, 
neither you nor I had any other affair at 
that time. Behold the motives which in- 
Auenced you to chooſe me; 1 avow like- 
wiſe theſe were mine for accepting of you 
fo readily.” The frankneſs, as well as 
fingularity, of this confeſſhon, ſurprized 
me, and very ſoon calmed me: there 
was nothing owtre in this ſentiment, my 
ſelf· love only was hurt; therefore I de- 
termined to make light of this adven - 
ture; Tonly made her promiſe to ſacrifice 
Varennes to me out of mere form; but 


fo far from keeping her word, ſhe, aflo; 
* | ciato 
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ciated herſelf. with a young man of the 
robe, never thinking of the paſt, ' which 
ſhe regarded as a thing whence: no conſe · 
quences could be drawn. \ This adventure 
of Varennes had totally extinguiſned that 
ſpecies of riſing paſſion I felt for ma- 
dame de Vignolles, the other made me 
deſpiſe. her; ſhe was, nevertheleſs, become 
neceſſary to my amuſement, and 41 could 
not have reſolved to quit her, had I found 
it poſſible. to ſee her in private; but this 
was, preciſely the thing ſhe would avoid, 
becauſe 1 was her lover avowed. Few 
days paſſed in which I heard not ſome of 
her adventures, ſome freſh: cauſe ſhe had 
given for ſcandal. Wit alone, however 
pleaſing, never ſecures us, her's only helped 
to cruſh, her. Beſides this, I had the mor- 
tification to ſee no one woman would make 
her parties, or be ſeen in public along 
with her; even they who. had declared 


lovers of their own, believed their con- 
5 her.! to. the, world by deſpiling 
her. 
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her. At length ſhe found herſelf reduced 
to frequent thoſe houſes eaſy of aceeſs to 
all the world, where ſhe inſiſted J ſhould 
follow her. We always partake of the 
ridicule of thoſe we love: I did well to 
talk ſo lightly of it at firſt, they ſaid; and 
were unanimous in believing me in love 
with madame de Vignolles, from having 
an apparent pleaſure in making. myſelf a 
ridiculous aſſociate in her follies. We 
muſt not only marry to the taſte of the 
world, but even conſult it in our choice [ 
of a miſtreſs : my preſent attachment was | 
univerſally condemned, and my vanity had 1 
much to ſuffer, during the three months 
I lived; with madame de Vignolles, and 
determined me at laſt to break with her 
intirely. That it coſt me ſome pain I | 
confeſs; for in her I met with all the con- 
venience and allurements of an opera girl, 
the ton and wit of a woman of the world; 
lively, debauched, paſſionate, ſerious, ra- 
1 80 and with à good deal of under- 

ſtanding 


* 
* 
—_ l a 1 
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ſtanding and agreeableneſs ſhe united every 
accompliſhment which could ſeduce and 
amuſe. Happily, the contempt ſhe was 
ſunk into, furniſhed us with arms againſt 
her: and it was this contempt which de- 
termined me, whatever it coft me, to pur 
an end to a commerce which now appeared 

ſhameful in my own eyes. Madame de 
Vignolles, grown deſperate on the loſs of 
me, omitted nothing towards bringing me 
back; but I was reſolved, and determined 
to ſacrifice my pleaſure to the opinion and 
caprice of the public: I was proof againſt 
the power of thoſe tears ſpice and anger 
drew from her eyes, and quitted her with' 
as much eaſe and incivility as I had taken: 
her. It is uſoal amongſt lovers by pro- 

feſſion, to avoid a total rupture with thoſe 
they ceaſe to love; they take the new 
miſtreſs, and labour at the ſame time to 
preſerve the old, and are careful, above 
all, to augment their liſt. I was too much 
intoxicated with the errors of the world, 
At to 
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to have neglected a point: ſo effential ; 


therefore had always ſome old miſtreſs 
ready to receive me without ceremony, 
when I had no particular attachment. 
Theſe reſerved women, are thoſe we gain 


without any ſort of trouble, and leave 


without quarrel : in ſhort, they merit not 
to make a ſeparate artiele in theſe me · 
moirs. As I quitted madame de Vignolles 
purely to fatisfy the world, I thought of 


nothing more than how to give her a 
worthy ſucceſſor; and by that means re- 


gain the world's opinion, My choice fell 


on madame de Leſy ; ſhe had no other 


beauty but eyes full of wit and fire; ſhe 


paſſed upon the world for wiſe and diſ- 
creet, and was fo in effect, with an inex- 


hauſtible fund of coquetry at the bottom. 
I met her at the ball after the opera, 
which was then a new thing, and perhaps 
the viſeſt eſtabliſhment of the police 
during the regency becaule it put an end 


to thoſe particular aſſemblies, where diſ- 
orders 


120 COUNT DE 
orders frequently aroſe, which were often 
productive of real miſchiefs. I entered 


into converſation with madame de Leſy, 
and profiting of the privilege of the 
; maſque, offered her my attention with- 
out ceremony: the facility with which ſhe. 


received it, made me readily believe our 
commerce would ſoon be eſtabliſhed, and 
that I was deſtined the ſtumbling- block 
to her wiſdom : but never was I more 


miſtaken, ſhe had no leſs than thirty ad- 
mirers laying cloſe ſiege to her at that 
time; ſhe amuſed them all equally, but 
favoured not one of them. I failed not 
one day going to her houſe, and each day. 
ſhewed me more charms in her; but my 
- affair- advanced not a tittle wearied out 


at length, with that art and coquetry 1 


could no longer be blind to, I determined 


to throw no more time away upon ma- 
dame de Leſy, but employ it with more 


utility elſewhere ; but, alas, ſhe had as 


much art to preſerve hes, lovers. as ſhe 
| | had 
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had facility in engaging them. She no 
' ſooner perceived I was near making my 
eſcape, than ſhe, threw out every bait, and 
honoured me with, every. mark of prefer- 
ENCE, , to detain me; I fancied I felt the 
very moment of my happineſs approach- 
ing, and embarked; anew, with every al- 
ſurance vanity could ſuggeſt; but the ſuc- 
ceſs anſwered not my hopes, and ought to 
have - humbled my pride. I always met 
at hey houſe half a dozen, at leaſt, - of the 
thouſand lovers who pretended to her x 
ſhe. was lively, talked with amazing fa- 
dility, extremely agreeably and amuſing z 
conſequently ſatirically: ſhe-never-failed 
making herſelf admired and pleaſing to 
all around her, but had little mercy on 
the abſent ; her ſatire was the more crue}, 
as it was humorous and entertaining, It 
rarely happens that the abſent; meet with 
advocates, and we not only give into, but 
applaud too ſhamefully, the bitter wit of 
| a pretty waman D hitherto been | 


4 
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Enough, reſerved on that head, but men 
r moſt upon their guard are never per- 
Tech innpcent in this particular. One day 
madame de Leſy (in his abſence) joined 
#9; ridicule the count de Longchamp; 1 
Jjoiped in the pleaſantry, but without ſay- 
ing any thing offenſive of him: as ſhe 
bated him beyond meaſure, ſhe wiſhed for 
nothing more than to begin again thoſe 
ridiculpus jokes before. him, and painted 
all I had ſai in the moſt malicious and 
edjous colours. He vas extremely piqued, 
and diſcmbled it not; ſhe! was willing, | 
os feigned to be willing, to excuſe it, and 
tent tor me to clear vpthe point in queſtion; 
dut be count, extremely animated, (a little 
perhaps by jealouſy} declined entering into 
further explanation, and teſtified to me 
ths: coſentment; | which. 1 anſwered as-I 
 ovght, by promiſing him ſatisfaction. We 
met at midoight on the Place de Victoire, 
werd in hand, where I, alas, acquired 
5 e ee honour ; ſor che cpunt-de 
WD 76. Longs 
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Longchamp fell at the ſecond thruſt: the 
clearneſs of the moon rendered it eff for 
us to be known; befides, in the heat af 
the combat he had pronounced my namen 
therefore his death; which happened the 
very next day, obliged me to abfcond, 
and leave to my friends the trouble of ac- 
commodating this unlucky affair. Nb 
words can expreſs the vexation, the rage, 1 
felt on being engaged in fuch an unhippy 
affair, for the only woman from hôm -! 
had obtained nothing. 1 left Parts, well 
convinced that coquettes, ' Wehr Wise 
and prudent, are more dangerous to fd 
ciety, than women the moſt loſt and abit. 
doned: 1 immediately ſer off for Calais, 
where my regiment lay, and after havin 
arranged ſome affairs, went over to Eng- 
land. The real merit of the Engiith, 
juſtly criticiſed; 'would afford ample Nit 
ter for a work, whith would be both en- 
tertaining and ſingular; But as I talk of 
tde women only I ſhalt continue æ tee ital 
at f 4540 G 2 of 


229 £@UNT iDEo—'s 

obimyiadventures: with them. The duke 
f Suerſet, whom I had known at Paris, 
ipeſemted>rme to the king, who received 
its wu that goodneſs ſo natural to him; 
had gen the honour to ſup with him at 
theciduteheſs of Kendal's, his majeſty's 
miſtreſo. I ſametimes made one in the 
melancholy; circle of the court; 1 Was 
talked to dinner by all the people « of con- 
. ditions. and greatly aſtoniſhed to ee the 
lady of the houſe and all the women go 
from table with the fruit; 1 remained 
with: the wen, toaſting, and hearing them 
talk politicks. I had the honour of beipg 
admitted wende aff aſſemblies of the ladies, 
and of being received at the taverns with 


 othe men. In ſhort, I inſtantly adopted 


dhe manners of, the Engliſh, learned their 
languages. and corrected t that frivolity of 5 

hich they but too juſtly accuſe us; and 
APD pretty well for a F renchman. : 

+: The plenſures of the Engliſh generally 
ee ae be fide of debauchery, 


10. which 
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' which has but few charms; and theiyplar 
fahtry does not appear natural D 

men are not (as in France) the principal 

object of the men's attention, and the aul 
of ſociety. I made an acquaintance with 
my lady B * *, ſhe was perfectly beau 
tiful, well made, and accompliſhed that 
haughtineſs, which ſhe joĩned to un ai 
the utmoſt diſdain, after having diſguſted 
and piqued me; both my heart and wa- 
nity were intereſted in ſuch 'a'conquieſt. 
1 found I muſt conduct myſelf with art, 
and hide my real ſentiments from à Wo- 
man of ſuch a turn of mind, and began 
my attack by ſeeking to merit her eſteem, 
and adapted my converſation to her taſte, 
by retrenching the bagateles which ſo 
ſtrongly mark us Frenchmen; L endta- 
voured to expreſs ſimply my ſentiments, 
wich a peremptory, deciſive ait, and ſuc- 
ceeded ſo well, that lady B took un- 
common pleaſute in converſing with me. 
. The firſt mark of favours ſho conferred. 
K G 3 on 
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on me, was talking French, a thing ſhe 


never could be prevailed upon to do; 
but ſhe ſtill preſerved that air of coolneſs 


and importance ſhe had enjoined herſelf. 
I ſhewed not much eagerneſs or impa- 
tience about her, I judged it would not turn 
to my account; above all, as I never ſaw 
her alone, I paſſed three months without 
reaping any other fruit of my labour, than 
chat of being ſuffered, and never ſceing a 
rival. I did not dare to tell her that the 
indifference with which ſhe ſaw me was 
become inſupportable to me : 1 had not as 
yet acquired a right ta complain. Wretched 
and deſpaiting, 1 was on the point of 


giving all up, when one of my people ac- 


quainted me there was a hackney coach- 
man below deſired to ſpeak to me; I or- 


dered him up ſtairs, and he told me 2 


woman waited for me in his coach at St. 
James's gate. I went with him, unable 


to deviſe what could have drawn on me 


ek A rendezvous 3 bot what was my 
ſuor prize, 
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ſurprize, my aſtoniſhment, ,on,,opeging, 
the coach door, to meet my lady B 2.3.7, 
hid under her hood; ſhe bid me, coma 


into the coach; I readily obeyed, and ſhe; 
ordered the coachman to drive us ta the 
place ſhe had directed him. I would have 
talked, but ſhe impoſed Gilence ; : we ar- 
rived at length in the city, and entered 
by a back door into a houſe, the outſide 
of which was very ſimple: he led me 
into a moſt magnificent apartment, hows, 
ever, which ſhe had the key of. I reſti- 
fied wy gratitude in the moſt lively man- 
ner, and I plainly faw ſhe would receive 
all the marks of it that love could give. 
« You ought, you mult undoubredly,” | 
ſays ſhe, © be aſtoniſhed at the firange 
and imprudent ſtep I have taken to-day,” 

I would have anſwered her, both out t of 
duty and love. Be content, replie 
ſhe, ** I have loved you long.“ Loved 


ne long l“ returned I with vivacity; 4 why 


did you not give me ſome 2 ie? Yo 
„ 209 8 
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haye 100 bot wade i e ſulfer f. *We 
will net talk of f the paſt, * ſays ſhe, «T 
have examined your conduct; you bad a 
d! in my heart that pleaded much 
more Krongly in your behalf, than you 
w ld have dared to do for yourſelf ; but 
the Nie 2 Be 1 Rave taken this day muſt alone 
convince you of i it; my life, my fortune . 
6 
is in your hands.“ I failed not to profit 
of ſo favourable | a confeſſion'; ; 45 found | 
this beauty who. had appeared to me £0 | 
reſerved, fo cold, ſo haughty in public, 
0 bively, ſo paſſionately tender i in a tete a 
tete; T had ſome difficulty to perſunde 
: myſelf my happineſs was real, and I awake--- 
We We parted after ſuch reciprocal proteſta- 
tior . and vows of fidelity as the moſt ſett-"* 


 timental and fincere friendſhip coul>'die=*- 


taty or or demand, devoid of the cold-inz' 
| ſpid Jai Jar on "of gallantry. PD not ex- 
pelt, fays he, I mould ever give you 


in Public'the Amanen teſtimony of all;zouz- . 
have "Miſpired "ne With 5 u dude con- = 
| 11 


tinue 


wig. 
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tinue to pleaſe me, be as much upon the 


reſerve in the world, as if nothing had 


ever happened between us. I ſhall be en- 
abled this night to form ſome judgment,“ 
added ſne, of your diſcretion, in a circle. 
where I expect to ſee you, but I ſhall not 
even look towards you; yield then to act 
from my ſentiments, which nothing can 


ever change towards you; leave to me to 


inform you of the days and times I can 
ſee you, be it here or be it there: I will 
contrive to have my letters ſafely conveyed 
to your hands, you will have nothing to 
do but to anſwer them.“ A conſiderable 
time paſſed without the leaft failure or 
abatement in our attachment; but Jea» 
louſy, that bane of love, broke in ta 
trouble our repoſe. Particular buſineſs 
brought a French lady (related to me) to 
London, who inſtantly became a ſubject 
af jealouſy to lady B * * , the dreadful 
canſequence of which merits a particular 


Place in, my ſtary: lady B.? never 


G5 threw 
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threw out the fmalleſt reproach or ſoſpi- 


cion, but I remarked in her an uncom- 


mon ferocity, accompanied with an air of 
the*drepeſt melancholy ; yet far from at- 
tempting to bring me back by reproaches, 
a greater ſhare of vivacity, or throwing a 


ridictilous light over the object of her dif- 


quiet, ſhe even avoided naming her. Un- 


conſcious as T was of ever having erred - 
towards my dear lady B * * , and totally 


ignorant of her ſuſpicions, I could not, 
nor did not, dream I was the cauſe of her 
uneafineſs, till T received a letter from her, 


the purport of which was, that, tranſ- 


ported with rage and vexation, each to a 
degree of madneſs, at my perfidy, the had 
determined to put an end to a life. I had 


tendered inſupportable to hers but not till 
after ſhe had torn out mine; chat the was 


at chat inſtant reflecting on the time and 
manner of executing her reſolves. Well 
knowing how heartily the Englifh deſpiſe 
ann from the loft dany examples of 

| . their 
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their adminiſtering it to themſelves, in th 
| moſt horrid ſhapes, I ſhuddered on ready 
| ing her letter, and inſtantly anſwered dis 

q [£27 intreating, pay ardently conjuring her, a5 
| give me a meeting at our place of render 
vous. My letter wore a face of candous 
ſimplicity, and innocence I loved het, I 
was incapable of deceiving her; and thy 
the beginning of this love affair would: 
not prejudice one much. i in its favont. 
the ſincerity tempts us to Pardon che 
barſhneſs of it, and a lover is extremely 
flattered at ioſpiring ſentiments ſo deter- 
mined ; ſhe conſented to the meeting, and. 
the moment 1 ſaw her 1 endeavouredogo- 
undeceive her; but her heart, her very ſoul 
bad run through ſuch variety of torture, 
ſoch perpetual agitation, as could nat fail 
leaving an indelihle mark on the wretched. 
| mind. doomed to ſuſtain it . her love, her 
Pride, had received tao ſevere a blow, in 

the firſt and only alarm ſhe had ener 
known. I faw- her toſt about with aver 

b G6 gut 
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guſt of paſſion, and, though a woman, I 
knew her reſolution would yield to none, 
canſequently'foreſaw a ſtorm approaching; 
but how, or in what manner it would burſt; 
was beyond my utmoſt reach of thought. 
After having giver” me ſtronger teſtimo-' 
nies of her affection than ſhe had hereto- 
fore done, Tell me,” ſays ſhe, « 0 
you ſincerely love me; I would not be 
flattered, anſwer me with candour.“ Can 
you doubt it? replied 1; œmy love for 
you conſtitutes all my happineſs: yet 1 
will frankly own to you my mind is ill 
at eaſe ;' I have not been perfectly ſatif- 
fied fince I have obſerved your thoughts | 
greatly occupied about fomething you in- 
duſtriouſty conceal from me. You can 
not but imagide it muſt wound my deli- 
ey, us well as my pride: open your 
| heart; then to me, mine merits its con 
denge!?; It is to diſcover to you its in 
moſt receſſes, to ſhew you my whole ſoul.3 
plied he fahne: J mee your re 


Wk: day; 
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day; 1 have long been jealous,” that id 


faying all in one word, to explain my ſuf- 


ferings; and ſince theſe foreſt of all ſuf- 


ferings cannot force me to quit you, I 
fee plainly I muſt love you while I live: 
yet: I feel I have been moſt injuriouſly 
treated, and will by no means ſubje& myſelf 
to future affronts. Tou are carried away 
| by gallantry 3 you would have me love 
you, but you will not ceaſe to be unfaith- 
ful to me; my heaat will not be ſarisfied 
with divided love, it would poſſeſs you 
wholly, free from the fear of loſing you. 
London is become odious to me, I can be 
no longer happy, nay eaſy in it: behold, 
if hon will follow me, I vill go to the very 
verge of the univerſe; I am reſolved, if 
you refuſe, your love is feeble, and your 
heart unworthyof mine. This wild ſcheme 
both aſtoniſhed and hurt me; but unwik 
ling to oppoſe! with. too much violence, 
Cntiments\ fo tender, ſo Bartering'to me, 
Fremonſtrated on che engagements ſhe had 
9 


made 


| 
1 
| 
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elopement would make in the world ; add- 
ing, that my fortune was too inconkiders 
able to permit me to expoſe her in any 
country where I had no reſource, She 
liſtened to me withauc incerrupting me, 
but hen { had done talking; I have,” 
fays- ſhe; + both conſidered and well 
weighed all my engagements to my.hyſ- 
band, wich in wy eyes appear no more 
than a civil contract. I have po children, 
I made my huſband's fortune by the riches 
I brought (and which I hall leave) him, 
but I have a canſiderable eſtate in Ja- 
maicay entitely in my own diſpoſal, I mean 
to ſell it, and that we ſhould immedi- 
ately go abaut it; we can bring away 
the money, and retire to any part of the 
wad,” any place that beſt pleaſes you; to 
me all countries are equal, that which you 
chaoſes will iaſtantly become my native 
country; I live but for you, and am very 


may 


een 


mark of you Frenchmen, and may con- 


quire not an immediate anſwer; I will al- 


. 
— 
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may make. But tell me with the ſume ſin- 
cerity, ſhall you regret your country? ſucle 


an attachment as that would deviate very 


far from love, and even from reaſon: re- 
fle& how this country of yours has ba- 
niſhed you for having ſentiments; the pri- 
vation of which had difhonoured you. 
Can we regret. men whoſe ideas are ſo 
falſe, ſo deſpicable ? If you love me, 1 
ſhould ſuffice you ; love ought to deſtroy 
all prejudices z my plan ſoars above the 


ſequently aftoniſh you, therefore I re- 


low you eight days to conſider, during 
which time I ſhall fee you, without aſking 
you the ſmalleſt queftion about the party 
I: have propoſed.” In ſaying theſe words 
ſhe quitted me, and left me overwhelmed 
with trouble, embarraſſment, and won 
der; my integrity, my honour, my honeſty 
revolted at the party lady B * * had 
— but che exceſs of her p4Mon 

ſoftened 
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ſoftened: me, and redoubled my attach->, 
ment to ber. I ſaw with grief, that wy 
refuſal would hurry her into ſome violent - 
meaſure terrible to both. In this racking.., 
frame of mind, I went to the abbe du 


Bois, who has ſince then been made a, 
cardinal, and who was at this time le charge - 
affaire from France to the court at Lon- 
don. He ſoon perceived my trouble, and 
preſſed me to let him into the cauſe of 
it; his character, or turn of mind, bent 
more towards intrigue than negociation, 
ſoon enabled him to diſcover my whole 
adventure; he had indeed often queſtioned 


me about it, but I reſolved him no fur- 


ther than was allowable in a man of ho- 
nour to juſtify his own taſte. The abbe, 
of all men living, harboured the worſt 


opinion of women; viewing them all 


thtough the ſame medium with thofe 
wretches that formed his connections, and 


had not the leaſt conſideration for lady 
22 but for me he had great regard 


and 
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and affection, and that induced me to open 
myſelf to him on this intereſting occaſion. 
This affair appeared to him of the utmoſt 
importance z in England all is party, and 
the women are not leſs attached than the 
| men to either the one or the other of theſe _ 
parties, which unfortunately divide the 
whole kingdom, and are diſtinguiſhed by + 
the appellation of whig and tory: lady 
B * was of the laſt; and the regent 
had at this time meaſures to keep, with 
them, The abbe, ſenſible of the noiſe an 

affair of this nature would make, above 
all, perpetrated by a Frenchman, dreaded 
the conſequences which might enſi ve, in 
the then cireumſtances of his negociation, | 


me.to return to France inſtantiy. I urged 
the riſque I run in returning ere before, 
my affair was accommodated; upon which. 
he offered me a letter ta the duke of Orleans, 
aſſuring me, has prince would, ſoon ter- . 
BALE ID, affair, 0 MPN * 88 <a 


and neglected nothing that could induce , | 


1 


4 befrated. to o follon his n he 


igforced 1 it with, menaces . 2nd the menaces 

of politicians are too often ſerious. In a 
word, the abbe forced: me_to leave Eng- 
land without ſeeing lady B 2.5.0. ed per- 
4 mitged 1 me Gmply to write to — I told 
her, in terms the moſt paſſonate, my 
heart” $ ſufferings, the regret, the 1 torture 
I felt at the neceſſity of tearing myſelf 
from her; aſſured her no power upon 
earth, nor any one. thing, but the re- 
proaches, the r ruin ſuch a procedure muſt 
bring on ber; the ſelf-condemned wrerch 
I muſt ever after remain, for accepting a 


— — 0 * 


propoſal fo. injurious to the 100 fond, to 
Partial heart that offered. i it, and oppoſite 
to every ſentiment 2 man of honour ſþ ſhould 
cheriſh 5 that I left England with a foul, 
a heart penetrated with her generoſity and 
uncommon goodneſs, which neither time, 
abſence, nor diſtance could ever obliterate 
: from my memory. My returg: proved 
| fortunate 3 the regent (as the. .be bad 
aſſured 
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aſſured me) felt for my ſituation, and my 
unlucky affair was happily and ſpeedix 
terminated. A very few days after my 
arrival at Paris, I received a letter from 
lady B , filled with all that enraged, | 
neglected 50 could inſpire; ſhe/finiſhed * 
by bidding me an eternal adieu, and 1 
learned very ſoon. after, that ſhe had put 
end to her life. This dreadful news 
plunged me into the deepeſt ſorrow z 1 
was no longer ſenſible to the joy of Being 

reſtored to my native country: I accuſed 
myſelf as thouſand, thouſand times of the 
dear, unfortunate lady B */* * ans ever 
preſent to my mind, and even to this day 
I cannot reflect on her without emotion. 
My friends left no means untried to draw 
me from a retreat where I had deter- 
mined to. end my wretched days in ſilence 
and ſolitude, and to diſſipate. the gloomy. 
impreſſions of a melancholy they dreaded 
whe conſequences of ; it was merely from 

T complai- 
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| quires the bare appearance of faden A 
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complaiſance Lat this time yielded to their 

earneſt: intreaties and their counſels; but 
the happy effect of them upon my mind 
made me ſoon look through reaſon's eye; 
and deliver myſelf folely up to her guid- 
ance.” Beſide the particular motives I had 
for vexation, it is morally impoſſible not 
to contract the manners of the people with 
whom we live; the ſerious air of the Eng- 
liſh (which they bear about them even 
in the midſt of their pleaſures) had not a 


little infected me. But the air and the 
amuſements of France are excellent re- 
medies for this malady ; no ſooner did I 


return to ſociety, than my- taſte for the 
women awakened. I was at firſt a good 
deal embarraſſed about my perſon; but I 
luekily met with ſome of my former miſs 
treſſes, complaiſant enough to be pleaſed 
wich me; and I clearly ſaw we may rer - 
kon upon the conſtancy of women; even 
thoſe: women from whom we do ſnot yes 


© ws new 
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new conqueſt was, nevertheleſs, neceſſary 
for me; but after a whole year's abſence, 
I found myſelf greatly embarraſſed ;- it 
was a ſort of beginning the world again. 
I muſt, I knew, be attentive to the choice 
I made, ſince upon that, and that alone, 
my future ſucceſſes would depend. Ma- 
dame de Limeili} appeared to me at that 
time the only woman worthy my attention; 
but from reflection and experience I had 
learned how to ſuppreſs the firſt tranſports 
of a riſing paſſion: ſhe was young, and 
paſſed for wiſe; ſne might have been ſo 
in effect, had the world not turned her 
head by talking of her. To attack un- 
ſucceſsfully muſt loſe me for ever: à fa- 
ſhionable lover ought never to undertake 
doubtful conſequen s. 

Whilſt I was (by theſe judicious reflec- 
tions)combating the paſſion l already began 
to feel for madame de Limeũil; the wit, 
the eloquence, the judgment, and, above 
all the merit of madame de Tonins, en- 
eg groſſed 


o 
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groſſed all converſation ; her ſociety was 


eſteemed the firſt in Paris, and. happy 
were they who were permitted to make 


2 part of i it; not the men only, but women 


of the firſt faſhion and moſt reſpectable 
characters were indefatigably aſſiduous i in 
paying their court to her. Some of my 
friends offered to carry me to her houſe, 
and I heſitated not a moment accepting 
an honour the whole world ſeemed ambi- 
tious of obtaining. Madame de Tonins 
received me moſt graciouſly z. We found | 
her in a circle of wits and men of the 
world, ingrofling the converſation, and 
making them liſten to her with the utmoſt 


attention. I found in reality in madame 


de. Tonins, and ſome few more of ber 
little court, much aof what the world calls 
Wit! that is to ay, great facility, of ex- 
preſſion, the brilliant and the ſprightlyz 
the laſt of theſe talents they appear tg, 
we to abuſe ſbamefully. The converſa 
tion 1 ehe ed aſe of: diſſerta jan 


upon 


79060 
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upon metaphy fics ; to enliven the mat- 
ter, madame de Tonins and her fayou- 


(39 5 } " 


rites "took. care to ſtrew, from time to time, 
among their learned diſcourſes, ſcraps i in 
numerable of epigrams unhappily choſen, 
the conceits low and trifling. This whim- 
ſical mixture aſtoniſhed me; neyertheleſs, 


1' was extremely di Natisfied with myſelf, 
that 1 could not be amuſed, when all the 


reſt of the company laughed or applauded 
to the greateſt exceſs every ſyllable that 
was "uttered; ; and I faithfully believed it 


80 


was my fa ult, or rather misfortune, to 
want taſte to reliſh a converfation which 
ſtruck” the reſt of the yorld with admira- 
tion. I aſked madame de Tonin's per- 


ry! * *J of * 1 


miſſion to pay my, court to ber frequently, 


AWD A 4 
which ſhe not only granted, but invited 
me to ſupper the following ey ev ning. * In 


order 1 to avoid the £ fatigue « of form and rer 
turning viſits, 48 Well AS tO give herſelf 


an air of higher confec quence, the 5 
m. nd bet” lit ber on houſe, 


* which 
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which ſoon became the al of all 
whom ſhe would permit the bonour of 
paying their court to ber. 1. made my 
vilit early t the next dey, and met nearly 
thejſame company T had ſeen there the 
pregeding ; ; the fame topic of conver- 
ſatioß was likewiſe reſumed. In leſs than 
7 perceived it began to languiſh, 


and propoſed : a party at. cards, leſs, from 
taſte than habitude ; but madame de To- 


nins told me, with ſome warmth, play was 


ablutely baniſhed her houſe, as meet only 
| for thoſe who knew | neither how to think 
bor speak; © It is,”, added the, * an 
amuſement which idleneſs and ignorance | 
renders neceſſary. The remark was juſt 
and ſenſible 3 but unhappily madame de 
Toning and her { coterie were (ſpite. of their 
5 boaſted vir, &c.) frequently reduced ro 
that neceſſity, as to need the aid of a card. 
| table, and experienced that the obligation 
of. being always witty, v was to the full as 


gon ae being always . r. 
* Ae eee, 
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Play became a ſubject for a diſſertation 


which held till ſupper; at table the con- 
verſation took quite a different turn, every 
thiog tending towards: diſſertation was ba- 
niſhed, and from the moment ve ſet down 
no perſon was permitted to converſe but in 
bon mots: Madame de Tonins and her 


adorers took the lead, and ſtarting at the 


felf-ſame.inſtant, there flowed ſuch a tor- 


rent of quibbles, puns, and extravagant 


ſallies, accompanied by exceſſive laughter, 
as muſt have ſhocked the underſtanding 


and delicacy of a Samoid or Hottentot: 0 
they extracted from the elixir the worl 


part, and raiſed its value from its ob- 
ſcurity z I tried to underſtand them, ſo 
as to be able to enter into their jeſts; but 
no ſooner had ] found a word to put in, 
than I found the topic of converſation totally 


changed. I entreated the perſon next me 


to relieve me from this embatri ent, and 
lend me his aid towards underſtanding, at 
leaſt, what they ſaid. He began a diſcourſe 


H (laughing 


_ 

* * 

„%%% — — 
—— 
- A 


2 * — 
—— 

4 4 

42 


* * 
r 


. — 


18 — a 


* 
— —— — — — . — fa oe Arete — 


146 COUNT P E 


(laughing the whole time) much leſs in- 


telligible than all that had before been 


| aid. © The immoderate laughter this ex- 
cited, ſerved but to diſconcert me the 
more, and I was for a moment or two 


tempted to take it ſeriouſly ; but fearing 


to render myſelf ridiculous, I reſolved to 
_ anſwer them in the ſame ſtile, although 


it appeared to me deteſtable. I gave my- 


ſelf over to my natural vivacity, and by 
ſome turn or ſtroke. pleaſant enough; I 
made reply to thoſe who hurled their darts 

at me: madame de Tonins applauded 
me, every one followed her example, and 


I became the hero of that buffoonery 1 had 
before been the victim of. Supper over, 
we talked of the two new romances, and 
a new comedy which had been acted a few 


times; my opinion of them was aſked ; 
as I had been ever more ſenſible to the 
" beauties of a performance, than to the 
pleaſure of pointing out faults, I anſwered 


naturally, that in the two romances,” I had 
ka 2 | met. 


— — 
. 
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met with many things which afforded me 
ſingular pleaſure ; and that the comedy, 
without being an extraordinary godl piece, 
had yet many and great beauties, Ma- 
dame de Tonins took up the converſation, 
to criticiſe on what I had happened to; 
praiſe ; determined to defend my ſenti- 
ments, I looked round for ſome one who: 
might poſſibly be of my opinion, igno- 
rant that one opinion only reigned in this 
ſociety. Madame de Tonins, little uſed: 
to contradiction, maintained her opinion 
with bitterneſs and malice; and the whole 
company joined in applauding without' 
ceaſing, every ſyllable ſhe uttered; * I 
wiſely determined to hold my tongue, per- 
ceiving (though rather too late) that the 
rule of this little republic was to blame 
in general all that did not ariſe from it, 
or that was not immediately under its pro- 
tection. I learned this truth from the ex. 
traordinary praiſes ſne laviſhed on three 
or four pieces, which, in my eyes, as well 

_ Ha As 
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as thoſe of the public, appeared even be 
low the » middle-claſs of ſcribblers. I re- 

ſolved to avail myſelf of this diſcovery, 
and adapt my future conduct, as well as 
my converſation, to my company: I had 
more complaiſance for the ſentiments of 
madame de Tonins, from thoſe ſhe had 
inſpired me with. Without being abſo- 
lutely young, ſhe was ſtill amiable: be- 
ſides, the conſideration ſhe was held in, 
however unmerited, was the thing which 
pigued my taſte, Opinion determines us 
to the full as often as love; ſhe-was in 
faſhion, therefore appeared to me moſt 
charming. Though I did ſuffer myſelf 
to be impoſed on ſo far by the reſpect 
ſhe was held in, as to believe her inflex- 
üble, I was, I confeſs, a good deal em- 
barraſſed how to proceed. At length I 
fxed-my plan of operation, and went to 
ber houſe early enough to find her alone, 
and declared to her my paſſion, Which 


neither offended nor embarraſſed her. 
1 6 | ſhall 
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ſhall not,” ſays ſhe, © employ that art, that 
diſſimulation common to women on theſe 
occaſions towards you: I am not inſenſible 
to your paſſion, your figure pleaſes me; 
F eſteem your character, your wit amuſes 
me; but before I can liſten to your ſen- 


timents, you muſt be made thoroughly 
acquainted with mine, and, let me tell 
you, this is giving you very early a 
ſtrong mark of my confidence. There 
are two things I am equally ſenfible to, 
and which I intend to reconcile; although 
they appear incompatible, viz. pleaſure 
and reputation; by the manner of life L 
have embraced, I am making advances . 
towards an-honourable retreat, againſt the 
time when 1 ſhall no longer be allowed 
to pretend either to youth or beauty; 4 
woman has then no character to take up 
but that of a genius, or the devout; the latter 
party is too oppoſite to my taſte, I ſhould 
never be able to ſuſtain it; whereas by 
embracing the character of à genius, 

| H 3 I can 

| | % 
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I can now play -the prudent part, oO 
being obliged-to renounce my pleaſures ; 
in which, however, I would preſerve all 
poſſi ble decency and decorum. There are 
few women who would not be flattered by 
your homage, and who would not perhaps 
glory in it; but for me, I would take 
my lover without noiſe.” I approved of 
madame de Tonins plan, . threw myſelf at 
her feet, and promiſed: her inviolable ſe- 


trecy and: diſcretion, if ſhe would grant 


me her indulgence. * Softly, ſoftly,” | 


replied ſhe, © your conduct mult firſt prove 
to me the ſincerity of your profeſſions,” 
In this inſtant the whole world broke in 
upon us, and I withdrew, I laid cloſe 
ſiege, however, far fifteen days together, 
without being able to vanquiſn reſiſtance, 
at length ſhe believed my paſſion real, and 
conſented to my happineſs. Our attach- 
ment remained a moſt profound myſtery 
pretty near a month; and the moment the 


We perceiyed our intimacy, they re- 
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d their attention to me, hewing 


me on every occaſion the ſame regard that 
madame de Tonins teſtified for me; 
they found in me a thouſand times more 
wit than ever; but I was little ſenſible ta 

the honour of being called a wit, a ha- | 
rater which formerly people of condition 
did not dare aſpire to ; they. felt they did 
not take pains ſufficient to cultivate their 
genius, ſo as to allow them any juſt ęlaim 
to that title; but they had a particular 


reſpect, and conſideration for men of let» 


ters. Since that time men of condition 
judge it adviſable to run the career of 
the belle eſprit, at the ſame time they are 


abſurd enough to lay themſclves out to 


turn it into ridicule. But far from har- 
bouring ſuch falſe notions, I always be- 
lieved no man ſo great, as not to acquire 
additional honour from the title of a man - 
of wit and letters; though I was ſenſible 
I had neither talents nor erudition to merit 
it. The rage for acting plays reigned 
4 then 
* RP 
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then in Paris, we met theatres every where; 
madame de Tonins* coterie took the ſame 
turn of pleaſure, but puſhed their am- 
bition ſtill. higher; and to fill the meaſure 
of ridicule, would act nothing but what 
was entirely new: almoſt every actor was 
the author of the part he played. Our 
repreſentations (for I was ſoon admitted 
into the troop) were extremely dull, and tire- 
ſome to the laſt degree, but the audience 
were polite enough to hide their diſguſt, 
applauding londly, and condemning "i 
lently. Madam de Tonins inſiſted on 


my writing a comedy. I honeſtly repre- 
ſented to her how incapable I was; the 
blamed my modeſty, and aſſured me, with 
her inſtruction, T would foon make an ex- 
cellent author: not in the leaſt believing 
this, but from their complaifance, I ſet to 
work. Juſt at this time Dufreſnoy (who 
was a little engaged in our ſet) propoſed 
that we ſhould make an effay on our theatre 
of his comedy, du Mariage fait et Rompee, 

before 
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before he offered it to the public, "I Was 


(19 


accepted of, and joined to mine. Tes or 


a a dozen choice ſpectators were admitted | 


to this rehearſal; my play ſucceeded to 
our beſt wiſhes, Dufreſnoy's was pro- 
nounced deteſtable. I was ſo ſcandalized 
at the abſurdity of ſuch a deciſion, I could: 
not help patronizing Dufreſnoy's comedy : 
the diſputes on this ſubject grew ſo warm, 
and were carried fo high, that madame de 
Tonins abſolutely inſiſted on my play's be- 
ing given to the French comedians, at the. 
ſame time with the Mariage fait et Rompee-: 
in vain did I oppoſe it, by remonſtrating 
to her the ridicule ſuch a procedure muſt 
expoſe me to; that men in my ſituation, 


and of. my rank, were never formed to 


become authors, and ſeldom or ever ſuc- 
ceeded when they attempted it; and that 
if they did turn authors from complai-- 
ſance, for the amuſement of their own. 
ſociety, they ſhould never allow their per. 
formance to appear in public. She citea 
H 9 many 
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many examples of men in a ſimilar ſitu- 
arion, who had braved with ſucceſs theſe 
prejudices, and promiſed me I ſhould 
never be known as the author of this 
piece. Although theſe reaſonings were 


barely plauſible, I was obliged to ſubmit 
to them all; and the two comedies were 


played at a few days diſtance of time, 
the one from the other. Dufreſnoy's met 


with the applauſe i it merited, continued to 
be acted, and was always received with 
pleaſure: mine, the author of which they 


did not know, was found very tireſome. 
the pit deſpairing they ſhould ever be 


able to intereſt themſelves enough in it 
to laugh, nay even to ſmile, were una- 
nimous in damning it: the bon ton and 
wit, ſo much admired at madame de To- 


nins', had no effect when brought upon 


the theatre. Without oratory, little ſo- 
lidity, a few pictures of a ſelect ſociety, 
which could not be underſtood at firſt, 
and: were hardly worth the trouble 1 It fnuſt 
Gal coſt 
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coſt to unravel them, was not very likely 
to produce any thing worth hazarding the 
opinion of the public on. I ſaw clearly | 


that men of the world, for want of ſtudy 


and exerciſing their talents, are rarely 
capable of forming a complete piece, ſuch 
as the theatre requires: they compoſe as 
they play, ill in the general, and tolerably 
in ſome particular parts. Indeed, in 
fome characters it muſt be allowed they 
are infinitely above comedians by profeſ- 
ſion ; but upon the whole, the action and 
the piece are always bad: a general know- 
ledge of the action and its union they 
never acquire. The vexation of ſeeing 
myſelf an author in deſpite of me, the 
neceſſity of admiring every thing that 
flowed from our ſociety, above all, from 
madame de Tonins, very ſoon gave me 
a diſguſt, both to her and the geniuſes, 
It was then I begun to know in reality 
madame and her little court, and to per- 


ceive each ſociety (particularly chat of the 


H 6 geniuſes) 
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geniuſes) believe they compoſe the uni- 
verſe; and that I had vainly taken for the 
general applauſe, the ſentiments of a few 
only, who the ſignificant, impoſing air and 
confidence of madame de Tonins had ſe- 
duced and prejudiced in my favour. The 
impartial public (far from improving) con- 
demned my comedy with all the ridicule 
it deſerved. The right we uſurped of 
Judging. and deciding, without appeal to 
either men or books, our affected con- 
tempt for thoſe who reduced our ſociety 
to its real value, were cauſes ſufficient to 
excite the pleaſantry and ſatire of the 
whole world. Beſides the ridicule I ſhared 
with the community, particular jokes were 
| levelled at me. Madame de Tonins,” 
they ſaid, * who had the gift of diſpenſ- 
ing wit to whom ſhe pleaſed, could not 
refuſe it to him who had the honour of 


being firſt in her good graces,” From 


henceforth our ſociety was no leſs tireſome 
than ridiculous ; I was ftunned to death 
1 1 at 
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at hearing nothing talked of but the c 
medy, the opera, the actors and actreſſes. 
It is ſaid the dictionary of the opera con- 
tains no more than ſix hundred words: 
that of the men of the world is ſtill more 
contracted. All theſe murderers of wit 
ſerve but to diſguſt genius, cramp the un- 
derſtanding, encourage pretenderꝭ to wit, 
fatter the pride of fools, and enrage the 
public. I yielded myſelf up to vexation 
and rage, and quitted madame de Tonins 
rather abruptly, returned to the world, weit 
convinced that all tyrannical ſocieties, in- 
fatuated with their own wit and conſe- 
quence, are (as they ought to be) odiouss 
to the world, and often an inſupportable 
burden to themſelves. To cure myſelf 
radically, and diſembarraſs my head from 
the noxious vapours of the geniuſes, 1 
reſolved to live ſome time in the finance; 
and this remedy I found ſucceſsful, But 
it is by no means infallible. I muſt con 
feſs, until that time 1 had entertafſiteſ® 

very 
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very falſe ideas of the financiers in many 
reſpects; but the finance is not at all at 
this day what it was formerly, when a 
man of what condition ſoever he was, 
threw himſelf into buſineſs, with a firm 
reſolution of making a fortune, without 
any requiſite but a fund of cupidity and 
avarice; no delicacy about the ſordidneſs 
of the firlt employ ments; a heart diveſted 
of all ſcruples as. to the means, and inac- 
ceſſible to remorſe after ſucceſs. * With 
theſe qualifications they could hardly fail 
of obtaining their end. The newly rich 
preſerved their firſt manners; they put 
on a ſavage pride, of which their treaſure 
was the meaſure ; wete humble or inſo- 
lent, accord $0 their loſſes or gains; z 
and their merit was, in their own eyes, 
like their money, (of which they were 
idolaters) ſubject to to ebbs and flows. The 
financiers of theſe times were little com- 
municative z diſtruſt rendered all men 


ſuſpicious | in their eyes, and the public 
hate 
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hate pleced a barrier between them and 
ſociety. They are now-a-days very dif- 
ferent, moſt part of them enter into the 
finances with fortunes made for them, 
and there is ſome care taken of their edu- 
cation, which in France 1s always pro- 
portioned, more or leſs, according to their 
birth. Is it then aſtoniſhing, that we ſome- 
times meet amongſt them very worthy, 
friendly men? There are many of them 
who love and cultivate learning, and who 
are ſought after by the beſt company, and 
who will receive no other at their own. 
houſes; which has greatly leſſened. the 


prejudices abſurdly cenceived againſt the 


whole profeſſion; and the ridieule thrown 


on it now, ariſes fro Voit merely, 


not from that indignation which their 
odious, and unfair dealing in buſineſs, for- 
merly had ſcattered over the whole com- 
munity: I am well aware no perſon has 
yet dared to ſpeak in their fayour; but J, 


who report things freely, and fairly as they 


{ſtrike 


| 
| 
| 
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ſtrike me, fear not to ſhock the : pre) judices 
of thoſe who ſtupidly declaim againſt the 
finance, to which they owe, perhaps, their | 
very exiſtence, without knowing it. A 
court of exchequer is abſolutely neceſſary 
in a ſtate; and the dignity, or meanneſs of 
the profeſſion, depends entirely upon the 
manner of executing it: and in giving. 
thoſe who acquit themſelves with ho- 
nour, the juſt praiſe they merit, I muſt 
avow I have met with many financiers, who 
.preſerved both the ſentiments, and man- 
ners of their anceſtors; and thoſe we find. 
amongſt them of low, ſordid diſpoſitions, 
have heads too weak to fuftain the idea 
even of their qpulence, and have in ge- 
neral been the firſt authors of their for- 
tunes. Theſe indeed are ſervile, cringing,. 
inſolent, avaricious, magnificent, as inte- 
reſt or caprice directs; and, by the by, 
through this deſpicable channel I made 
my way firſt to the finance. Mr. Pon- 
chard, whoſe wife, chance had thrown in 

| | 


my. 
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my way, at the inſtant I was in ſearch of 
an antidote againſt the poiſon of the belle 
_ eſprit, was preciſely the thing I wanted; 
one of the new raiſed, newly preferred 
gentry ; ſprung from meanneſs, raiſed by 
degrees from the loweſt, vileſt employ- 
ments, to the head of affairs; he was in- 

tereſted in every thing he did, and failed 
not to decorate himſelf, fo ſoon as he had 
atchieved his fortune, with the title of 
farmer general. His wife, of as mean 
extraction as himſelf, was a compound of 
vulgarity and vanity, uneorrected by edu- 
cation. Great fortunes are often begun in 
the provinces; but it is at Paris only they 
completely finiſh the play. Monſieur 
Ponchard made up his” gains at Paris a 
million of crowns, and his wife acquired 
as many ridiculous and impertinent fop- 
peries ; her whole employment was to em- 
belliſn herſelf with the airs of women of 
condition; but unfortunately ſhe could 
not catch thoſe graces which can only 
make 
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make them pardonable ig women of fa- 
ion: as ſhe had remarked that almoſt 
all the women of the world had their lo- 


vers, ſhe would likewiſe have her” s. In 
this diſpoſition I met with her, ſhe judged 


me worthy of her, and the facility of the 
conqueſt determined me perhaps the ſoon- 
er; becauſe ſhe was well enough as to 


her figure, though ſhe was not handſome: 
every thing has a language peculiar to 
itſelf, that of opulence was to me un- 


known, and I had time to ſtudy it under 


Mr. Ponchard; he talked not but of gold 

and ſilver, as a country gentleman talks 
of nought but genealogy; his manner of 
converſation was ſanguine, his temper de- 
ciſive, and his greateſt triumph was at his 
table; there, it muſt be allowed, amidſt 


gance reigned throughout: there appeared 
lkewiſe ſome taſte, in. the finiſhing. and 


Gtting out his houſe; but that we neceſ- 


ſarily meet with in all the houſes of the 
opulent 


the moſt profuſe plenty, delicacy and ele · 
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opulent in Paria; owing to the great fa- 
cility with which they find (however rough 
and homely they may be) men who make 
taſte a profeſſion, engage in their ſervice; 
yet ſtill this is but a borrowed taſte at 
beſt, and often ſerves no other purpoſe but 
that of making us feel more ſenſibly the 
ruſtic origin of the owner, not ſo eaſily - 
faſhioned as his houſehold ſtuff. As to 
madame Ponchard, her whole occupation 
was ſtudying and copying the airs of the 
great; but unfortunately ſhe always catched 
the ridiculous part of every character, and 
notwithſtanding her pride and conſequence 
aroſe from the fortune of her huſband, 
ſhe bluſhed, and was aſhamed of his per- 
ſon. This horrid connection brought me 
acquainted with the whole finance: I vi- 
ſited: at many of their_ houſes, whence I 
could draw no compariſon advantageous 
to the Ponchards; though indeed to diſ- 
guſt me, there needed nothing more than 
madame Ponchard herſelf; a very little 

| more 
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more would have led m® to regret ma. 
dame de Tonins, and prefer the abſurd 
and ridiculous, to the inſipid vulgar. Ma- 
dame Ponchard looked upon a lover, as 
a neceſſary appurtenance; my attachment 
flattered her vanity, ſhe wiſhed to have me 
ever with her : my ſentiments about her 
were very different, and J very ſoon be- 
gan to neglect that devoir toward her, 
which I had never been over exact in ful- 
filling. I was obliged to pay my court; EL 
would live with my friends; and Mrs. 
Ponchard grew extremely diſſatisfied with 
my conduct. The wife of a financier de» 
lights in reciting the name of a courtier 
who is attached to herz but is infinitely 
more flattered to have him. ſeen with her 
in public, They make frequent parties 
into the country, where they give ſup- 
pers; all the reſt of the women have 
their lovers along with them, while they 
are reduced to talk of theirs, At long 
run they feel this ſituation injurious, 
that 
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that it gives the reſt of the ſociety a bad 
| impreſſion of them, and that it is well 
enough to have a man of faſhion to pleaſe 
their whim, but not to depend upon. 
Good ſenſe at length got the better of 
her vanity, and without giving me my 
conge, Mrs. Ponchard gave me an aſſo- 
ciate; a young clerk, whom ſhe had put 
in ſome of the under offices, and to whom 
ſhe was a dutcheſs, I took all poſſible 
care to avoid noiſe, and reproaches, and 
quitted her in the moſt ſecret manner; I 
had not even ſo much conſideration for 
her, as to break with her in form, and 
we inſenſibly found ourſelves diſembar- 
raſſed from each other, and enjoying per- 
fect liberty. 


END OF THE FIRST PART. 


THE. 
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PART II. 


IN ſpite of the diſſipated life I led, 
I contracted many friendſhips ; the 
commencement of ſome I owed to plea» 
ſure, but I can with truth ſay, I pre- 
ſerved them all by the ſtability of my na- 
ture, and honeſty of my heart, I was 
wild, but not vicious; my paſſions often 
conquered my reaſon, but never my in- 
tegrity; from 7hat ] ſuffered not myſelf 
to ſwerve in the ſmalleſt tittle, not even 
on the moſt intereſting occaſion. The 
tenderneſs we conceive for a miſtreſs ſhould 


be 
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be ever ſabordinace to the ruth the ties 
el friendſhip, where much more conſtancy, 
much more fidelity is required than in 
love; the latter too frequently ariſing from 
paſſion only, the former muſt have its 


ſource in reaſan. 


When I vould judge of a man's cha- 
. I have nat had leiſure to ſtudy, 1 
always inform myſelf whether he has 
maintained his early friendſhips; a rule 
of judging from, that has rarely (if ever) 
deceived me. Of the friends innumerable 
which 1 made, 1 had the misfortune to 

 I6fe but one, and him by an adventure 
ſingular enough to merit a recital. Senẽcẽ 
was one of thoſe to whom J was united 
by pleaſure; the principal marks of his cha- 
racter were, a facility of diſpoſition, a good 
nature carried even to weakneſs, with a 
heart naturally upright; ; his bad or good 
qualities depended on his connections; 
 fitached to nothing by his own taſte, he 


delivered him ſelf up total Iyto that of others, 
U I 5373 $3: 53 and 
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and accepted with the ſame indifferenee 
an invitation to the houſe of mourning or 
a party of pleaſure. He aſſiſted at every 


thing, but propoſed nothing; becauſe be 


was actuated only by a deſire to pleaſe : 
he was free from every embarraſſment, as 
he conformed himſelf to all our ſentiments, 
which, by the way, were not always fo 
uniform as our taſte: in a word, he was 
the moſt complaiſant of friends, and love 
rendered him the moſt abject of ſlaves. 
I had obſerved for ſome time paſt, that 
Senẽcẽ was by no means ſo conſtant to 
our party, or indeed ſo punctual to any 
of his engagements, as he had ever before 
been. I told him of it, and he confeſſed 
to me he was in love, even to a degree of 
madneſs, and no leſs vain of his paſſion, 
ſince it was for the moſt amiable, the moſt 


reſpectable of women. If the elogiums 
of lovers in general had to me been al- 
ways ſuſpicious, thoſe of Senece (Who 
never found fault with any body) were a 
thouſand times more ſo. He offered to 

74 I | preſent 
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preſent me to. his miſtreſs, telling me at- 
the lame time, that he had already ſpoken 
of ma to her as his particular friend, and 
| would anſwer for my being perfectly well 
received. I embraced his offer, and went 
with him to her houſe that very day. This i 
| | maſterpiece, this paragon of perfection. 
| of whom he had ſo extravagantly vaunted, 
| was a woman of about forty years of age, 
who had ſtill the remains of beauty, with- 
out ever having been agreeable; there 
remained likewiſe of her former attrac- 
tions, an air rather more than confident, 
Which heightened marvellouſly the nau- 
ſeous inſipidity of a worn · out tainted 
coquette. 


Madame a "OR was her name) 
gave me a very kind reception, although 
ſhe inſmuated to me, Lought to be ſen- 
ſible of a preference the gave me above 
many others, who were extremely deſirous 
of being admitted to her houſe, where all 
the company were elected. I was not 

0 tr3:98 51: and 
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much flattered by this mark of diſtinction, 
pyet I failed not making my acknowledge- 
ments in terms the moſt polite; but 
confeſs Þ never had the leaſt inclination to 
abuſe her goodneſs, from the permiſſion 
ſhe had allowed me; and latterly I went 
to her houſe merely to avoid the impor 
tunities of Senece. I ſoon found out the 
character and turn of madame Dornal; 
my indignation was raiſed to the higheſt 
pitch, to ſee an accompliſhed, brave, and 
worthy man, blind enough to attach him- 
ſelf to ſuch a baſe, contemptuous being. 
Although the dame Dornal was herſelf 
meanly born, and her huſband a man 
obſcure enough in cotiſcience; ſhe had the 
folly to attempt paſſing herſelf on the 
world for a woman of condition, and 
talked of her conſequence with the ſame 
ſucceſs as the reſt of thoſe impertinents, 
who always tire but never perſuade, 1 

The brilliant circle of her houſe was 
reduced to five or ſix old gamefters, and 
ny I 2 ſome 
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ſome few tireſome people, who were good 
for nothing but to live with her. As for 
the huſband, he was a ſort of idiot, one 
would, without ceremony, have thrown out 
of the window, or given orders he ſhould 
be locked up whenever his preſence could 
incommode. All theſe together (you will 
readily believe) could not render a houſe 
very amuſing ; but had the company been 
ever ſo entertaining, ever ſo capable of 
drawing me to the houſe, the miſtreſs of 
it was enough to diſguſt every man of 
honour : ſhe was, in ſhort, a compoſition. 
of falſehood, envy, malice, and imper- 
tinence, In her youth ſhe had many ad- 
mirers, but never loved any one of them; 
oe her heart, made up of vice, was incapable 
of tenderneſs; ſhe would have been too 
dangerous, had -ſhe had parts, happily 
ſhe had none; | ſhe pretended, how- 
ever, to an uncommon degree of un- 
derſtanding. She muſt needs appear 


| lively, imagining bat would give her an 
1 a | 2 
| air 
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| air of youthfulneſs and wit; but, alas 
her vivacity ſerved only to render her fol- 
lies more conſpicuous. | The blindneſs of 
Senẽcẽ amazed me beyond meaſure that 
he could attach himſelf to a woman with- 
out ſo much as youth to recommend her, 
whoſe ſoul was black enough to deform 
even beauty itſelf. - I looked upon it as a 
duty indiſpenſable, to open the eyes of 
my friend; to ſhew him in the cleareſt 
light my reaſon could ſuggeſt, the miſery 
of an attachment, which muſt in the be- 


ginning render a man ridiculous, and in 


the end deſpicable. Well aware of the 
danger and delicacy of ſuch an under- 
taking with a man in love, I was not a 

little embarraſſed ; the only thing which 
did, or could, perhaps, have determined 
me, was the obſerving that Sen&c& was 
inſenſibly breaking with all his friends, and 
particularly with his family. That it is nor : 
always neceflary to make our relations our 
boſom frieads I will, allow, i in decency*we 


'£ I ; : 23s ought 


enſure his conſlancy, ſhe ſet out by eſtrang, 
ing him from all thoſe whoſe counſels 
could fruſtrate her ſchemes and plan. of 
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ought to live with them as /uch, and hide 
from the world all domeſtic diſſentions. 
Senecẽ had with his ſiſter (a moſt reſpect- 
able woman) a diſpute which occaſioned a 
great noiſe, and all the world blamed my 
friend, I clearly ſaw that this ſcandalous | 
procedure of his was the work of madame 


| Dornal; ſhe knew well enough the facility of 
her lover's diſpoſition, todread the influrage 


of his friends, and reſolved to ſecute her 
conqueſt: as ſne had not youth enough to 


operation. I had the honour to be no lels 


ſuſpected by her than the reſt of his com- 


panions, and ſhe made ſome attempts to 
ruin me with Senẽcẽ; but whether ſhe 


found him too much prejudiced in favpur 


of me, or held it more prudent” to gain 
me over to her intereſt, I Kno not, but 
her conduct towards me changed inſtantly ; 
there was no advances ſhe did not make 


me, 


[ 
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me, no ſervility ſhe would not ſtoop to, 
barely to pleaſe me: but, alas! it only 
ſerved: to ſtrengthen the contempt, nay 
abhorrence, I had already conceived for 
her, and determine me rather ſooner, to 
awaken my friend, if poſſible, from the 
lethargy he was unfortunately ſunk into. 
I talked to him without reſerve, and made 
him feel (at leaſt I endeavoured to make 
him feet) the injury ſhe did him; and J 
found I was not the only perſon who had 
given him a lively and juſt repreſentation 
of his miſtreſs; for, interrupting me haſtily, 


| _ « I ſee, © ſays he, you are no leſs pre- 


poſſeſſed againſt madame Dornal than the 
reſt of the world; is it not permitted me 
to have a miſtreſs? I am but zo happy 
in having been able to make her my friend, 
Poor madame Dornal is very unfortunats, 
that with ſuch a heart and nobleneſs of 
ſentiment, ſhe can have nothing but ene- 
mies. And let me add, you are peculiarly 
ungrateful to her; ſhe loves you, and I 

| 14 am 
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am myſelf a witneſs, that ſhe never for- 
gets or neglects any thing that can contri- 
bute to your pleaſure or good.” I ſuffered : 
Sencce to run on as faſt and as long as he 
pleaſed, but no ſooner had he ceaſed, than 
I reſumed'the converſation in the terms 
following: My morals, you know, are 
thoſe of a man of honour and a man of 
the world, conſequently never ſevere upon 
love. Can I be angry at you for being 
in love? it would be to the full as rea- - 
ſonable to reproach a man for being ill. 

Notwithſtanding your preſent attachment 
appears ridiculous in all eyes, we ſhould 
Tather pity than blame you; it 1s being 
but too happy, you ſay, to meet with a 
friend in a miſtreſs : I grant you, it is the 

conſummation of all earthly bliſs, to taſte 
in one and the ſame perſon the pleaſures 
of love and the ſweets of friendſhip ; to 


meet at the ſame time the tender miſtreſs . 
and the faithful friend; I ſhould deſire no 


other felicity, But unhappily, my dear 
1 esa | | . | Sencce, 


CONFESSIONS” wp 
Seneécé, this is a ſituation you can never 


pretend to with Dornal; believe me, a 
man in love makes his miſtreſs; love is a 
blind impulſe, always taking for granted 
the merit of irs object: we are happy bur 
from opinion, and our hearts are not at 


our own diſpoſal, but we are accountable - 
to the world for our friendſhips; love 
forces himſelf into the heart, friendſhip! 
merits it, and- is the fruit of eſteem; but 


Dornal! is fe worthy it?“ I then drew + 


him the pifure of his miſtreſs; it fright- 


ened him becauſe it reſembled her. We 


have much cauſe to lament,” added I, 
* when we are ill-fated enough to love 
the object of univerſal contempt: but al- 


lowing we want reſolution to conquer ſo 


ſhameful a paſſion, the leaſt we can do is 


to conceal it from the world; but it ſeems - 
as if you affected to ſhew yourſelf about 
with her; we ſee you together at all the 
public places, though ſhe is abſolutely. 


unable to get any one perſon to accom- 


r 15 pay 


by ſurpriae or a forced complaiſance. 1 
am not the dupe of her intereſted polite- 
neſs, which ſhe did not put on until the 


had perhaps vainly eſſayed to deſtroy me 
in your opinion: I ſhould be equally 


vexed to find her ſincere, ſince her friend- 


eſteem diſhonouring to me. I have, I 


_ confeſs, talked to you with abundance of 


frankneſs; but as I am the only one of 
your old friends who has been ſeduced 


into this houſe, I grieve, leſt I ſhould: be 


ſuſpected of approving your commerce. 


Your part is to make your pleaſures and 
duty you owe to yourſelf accord; gratify 


your inclinations, but ſuffer not this wo- 
man to tear you from your family and 


your friends.” _ Sentce remained ſome 


time ſpeechleſs; at length he faid, * If I 

knew her better, I ſhould cheriſh ſenti- 
ments very different of her:“ in ſhort, he 
ſecmed confuſed, e more afflicted 
75 2 7 than 


ſkip could only be troubleſome, and her 


©® 
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than converted. The goodneſs of his 
heart, which did juſtice to my inten- 
tions, kept him from flying into a rage, 
as moſt lovers would have done; but 
nothing I had ſaid appeared to have de- 
tached him in the leaſt from his miſtreſs. 
It was highly improper I ſhould continue to 
go to the houſe of a woman I thought ſo 
very ill of; therefore I left off viſiting her 3 
that is tofay, I never went but when Senẽcẽ 
dragged me there. She made me ſome 
reproaches, and it was very apparent he 
had told her my motives for ſtaying away, 


as well as the reſt of our converfation; 


for ſhe changed at once the pleaſing re- 
ception ſhe was accuſtomed to give me, 
into marks of hatred, as ſincere as her 
former friendſhip was falſe. I was charmed, 
and abſolutely left her off; nevertheleſs 
I ſaw Senẽcẽ conſtantly, he feared talking 
to me of his miſtreſs, and I never once 
named her to him. I found: him from 


time to time melancholy and penſive : I 
I 6 © rceally- 
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really loved him enough to be extremely 
intereſted about his welfare, and one day 
aſked him the cauſe of his chagrin. His 
extreme embarraſſment made me partly 
ſuſpect the truth; and after much evaſion 
he confeſſed to me he had ſometimes very 
diſagreeable altercations with his miſtreſs, 
that ſhe treated him frequently with a 
great deal of haughtineſs, and even rigour. 
That is to fay,” anſwered I, you are 
in abſolute ſubjection, and yet this woman 
is not content to have ſuch a lover as ſhe: 
could no longer reaſonably pretend to, 
but ſhe muſt become his tyrant,” I would 
have recalled to his memory our former 
converſation, but he interrupted me; ſay- 
ing, You teach me nothing in all theſe 
leflons but what I well know, and which 
has been often told me: I fee] with you, 
and all the world, the contempt ſne me- 
rits, which completes my mistortune; I. 
deſpiſe her and I love her.” In that caſe,” 
returned I, .I can only pity. you; but 
. 5 I ſhould 
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I ſhould imagine, nevertheleſs, there can 


be no great difficulty in breaking an em 
gagement that makes one bluſh.” © This 
is not all,” anſwered he, I dread her g 


me is an extraordinary character, a wo 


man of ſtrong paſſions, capable of pur. 
ſuing the moſt violent meaſures. I let 
her know I was quite worn-out with her 
tyranny, and upon the point of freeing 
myſelf. She told me, without diſſimu- 
lation, my infidelity ſhould not go ur? 
puniſhed ; and that there was no means 
(however cruel) ſhe would not have re- 
courſe to, to be revenged.” «How im- 
pertinent is this on her part, my dear Se- 
nece,” replied I, © and ridiculous 'otr 
your's; you will not find her fo deter- 
mined, neither does ſhe believe you ſo 
timid.” Pardon me,“ cried Senece, 
© ſhe has penetrated my fears.” *© Doubt 
not then,” ſaid I, * ſhe is capable of 
committing thoſe crimes, when ſhe is un- 
' worthy enough to pardon your ſuſpicions, 

ta | | ar 


»2 COUNT —— 


or ever to ſee you afterwards; and if there 
needed any thing further to convince you 
of it, her menaces ſhould do it; but the 
beſt and eaſieſt way to break with her, is 
never to ſee her more.” He ſighed and 
coloured. I am,“ replied he, enough 
humbled, not even to fear being more 
fo, and will honeſtly own I am not. de- 
tached : I canoot forbear regarding theſe 
tranſports as effects of her paſſion for me. 
T am perſuaded ſhe does love me, and we 
ought to pardon. many things to love; 
her heart is mine alone, and there is not 
that perſon on earth ſne prefers to me.” 
„ believe,“ ſaid I, „you may affure 

yourſelf of her conftancy, without being 
ſuſpected of vanity and ſelf- love. She 
muſt have a lover, deſtiny alone threw 
you in her way; but if ſhe loſes you, 
dare ſhe flatter herſelf that a ſecond mi- 
racle will be wrought in her favour, to 
give you a ſucceſſor: behold all that at- 
taches her to you, not as a lover, for ſhe 
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is incapable of loving, and unworthy 
of being beloved, but as a fury that 
fears loling her prey. I am not pre- 
judiced in favour of myſelf, yet ſpite of 
the horror with which I flatter myſelf 
I have inſpired her, I am certain I could 
ſupplant you, without having any thing 
on my fide but novelty,” Sentce held 
my temerity ridiculous, and all our con- 
verſation had little avait; for he returned 
that very night to Dornal, and ſupped with 
her. 1 had ſome thoughts of executing 
what 1 had advanced, as the only means 
I had lefr to undeceive and cure my. 
friend. After the firſt converfation I had 
with him on the ſubje& of his miſtreſs, 1 
refolved never to fpeak to him about her 
for the future; as I faw that the errors of 
my friend conſtituted his happineſs; but 
when he made known to me his real ſitu- 
ation, and I found that this unworthy at- 
tachment, which rendered him deſpicable, 
did not render him happy, I thought of 
nothing more than tearing off thoſe ſhame- 

| ful 
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ful chains he groaned under. The dif- 
ficulty was to ſee Dornal again ; chance 


brought that about; I one day ſpied her 
out at the comedy, in a box with Senece, 
who hid himſelf in one corner of it; for, 
to do him juſtice, he then coloured on 
being ſeen with her; I feigned to have ſeen 
him only, and that I came to deſire he 
would give me a place in his box. My 
arrival diſconcerted both the one and the 
other; I ſaw in the eyes of Dornal all the 
heart · felt rage with which the fight of me 
had inſpired her, and that with much 
pain ſhe kept it from breaking out: ne- 

vertheleſs, it did not hinder me from 5 

taking the place I had aſked, and which 
Senecẽ dared not refuſe me ; as I had. 

a point to carry, I winked at the ill grace 


with which: ſhe received me; and during 


the comedy offered her many little polite- 
neſſes, which begun to calm her; I aug- 
mented them by degrees, and whether ſne 
attributed my behaviour to remorſe for 
ns 1 
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having diſpleaſed her, or that ſhe rather 
choſe to gain me, than to have me to 
fight againſt, in the heart of Senece, ſhe 
finiſhed by giving me a welcome flattering 
enough. I offered her my hand to con- 
duct her to her coach; ſhe accepted it, 
and aſked if I would not ſup with them. 
I conſented, and poor Senece ſeemed over- 
whelmed with joy. Supper paſſed off to- 
lerably; I made her many advances, which 
were not ill anſwered on her part, and we 


ſepar ated better friends than we had ever 


been; I was ſtill better received the next 
day. I maintained the ſame conduct to- 
wards her for ſome time; I left nothing 
undone which could perſuade her I was in 
love with her. I paid my repects in the 
abſence of Senece, and found ſhe made 
my viſits a myſtery to him. He told me 
he lived much more tranquilly with her; 
and that if ſhe continued to treat him with 
the ſame tenderneſs ſhe then did, he ſhould 
be the happieſt of mankind. I was not 
t, | at 
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At a loſs to account for the change, but 
I kept it a profound ſecret from him; it 
was not yet ripe for a diſcovery, But 
when Dornal believed ſhe had made a 
| ſufficient progreſs in my heart, ſhe ven- 
tured to open her's to me; ſhe made ma- 
ny complaints, and reproached me with 

the things I had ſaid of her to Senece, who 
it ſeemed had weakneſs enough to tell her 
of it. I failed not to profit of this open- 
ing ſhe had given me, and freely con- 
ſeſſed more than ſhe had charged me with; 
adding, © That jealouſy alone would have 
| Inſpired me with much more, had I not 
withheld its force.” Then feigning I was 
unable longer to conceal my paſſion, I 
told her, bluſhing, I had loved her from 
the firſt moment I ſaw her, and that l 
could no longer ſupport the happineſs of 
Sen&ce; that I muſt confeſs I had made 
every effort in my power, to diſguſt and 

eſtrange him towards her; from deſpairing 
of 5 able to > ſopplent him otherwiſe, 
2 1 re- 
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I remarked how eagerly Dor nal ſwallowed 
the poiſaned cup I preſented to her, with 


eyes glancing tenderneſs, She replied, 
« that ſhe had been very unjuſt in regard 
to me; and ſhe could no longer blame me, 
fince love ever carries his excuſe along 
with him. And had it been poſſible 
(through che diſguiſe I wore) wo penetrate 
into my real ſentiments, ſhe had moſt 
certainly preferred me to my friend, whom. 
notwichitanding, ſhe ance ſincerely loved; 
but for ſame time paſt he was ſcarcely 
worthy of that tenderneſs ; and this joined 
to an komage ſuch as mine, could not fail 
of determining her 4p abandon. a. lover, 
in every reſpec ſo much my inferior. 
She pronounced theſe. laſt words with a 
bluſh, hardly conſiſtent with her. I threw 
myſelf at her feet, and ſhe gave me to 
underſtand by ber acknow)edgments, the 
was ready to engage With me: The pre · 
liminaries of an intrigue languiſn not 
with ſuch a proficient ; all delays would. 

"» | have 
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have carried an air of childiſhneſs, the 


virtuous Dornal was far from adopting, 


and a few days ſettled our affair. It was. 
agreed, ſhe ſhould give to me the firſt 


night Senẽcẽ ſpent at Verſailles : but what 
was very ſingular, he never was ſo content 
and ſatisfied with his miſtreſs as when he 


was abſent from her. This turned not 


to my account; to execute my project, it 
| was neceſſary he ſhould be jealous: I af. 
fected before his face an air of great fa- 
miliarity with his miſtreſs, but unſucceſs 


fully; we darted fuch looks at each other 
as unveil myſteries, and betray lovers; but 


ill this paſſed unheeded by the tranquil 


Senẽcẽ. He told me one morning, that 


he reckoned upon going to Verſailles the 


next day, about ſome affairs of the regi- 
ment. I avoided meeting him again, or 


ſupping along with him that evening at 

Dornal's. I- made no doubt ſhe would 
inform me of his journey, and determined 
ba her to — of writing 
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to me: I did not deceive myſelf, for I re- 
ceived from her the next morning a note 
extremely gallant; nay plainer ſtill, for in 
it ſhe not only gave me a rendezvous for 
the night following, but mentioned Se- 
nece with contempt, and gave me aſſu · 
rances of a paſſion the moſt violent. I in- 
ſtantly went to Senece's houſe, talked to 
him of his journey to Verſailles, with an 
air the moſt intereſted, and ſo much the 
more ſuſpicious, as it ought to have 
been to me indifferent. I marked it drew 
his attention, and when I had led him on 
to the point I had in view, I left him; 
but in pulling out my handkerchief, I 
purpoſely let fall Dornal's billet; I per- 
ceived hint eager to pick it up, impatiently 
waiting to ſee my back turned, to ſeize 
it with greater ſecurity, - I doubted not 


this billet would have the effect I deſired, 


and prepared myſelt accordingly for my 

rendezvous, which I had in reality no 

great deſire to profit of. But I was fully 
= ſatisfied, 
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ſatisfied, the only way to undeceive my 
friend was to place before his eyes an ad- 
venture puſhed to the laſt extreme. I went 
to Dornats houſe at midnight, witk' an 
affected air of myſtery. Senece, who! 
had ſupped with her, was going away; 
he got into his poſt-chaiſe, and made as 
if he was ſetting out for Verfailles ; but 
about the middle of the ſtreet he alighted, 
and returned on foot within four paces of 
the houſe, where 1 perceived him keep- 
ing the watch. I ſeemed not to notice 
him, and went in. I found the faithful 
D6rnal in a moſt elegant diſhabille ; in 
her there wanted nothing but youth and 
beauty, and in me love. I felt ſome re- 
morſe, reffecting on the part I was going 
to act; but it was ſoon overpowered by 
the laudableneſs of the motive. I made 
no doubt that Sentce would inſtantly fol- 
low' me, and my conjectures were right; 
he entered the moment after me, and con- 
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eſcape his eyes or ears; and when Dor- 
nal's tranſports grew too violent, and he 
heard her preſſing me to take his part of 
her bed, he preſented” himſelf before us. 
Rage held him ſome time ſilent and im- 
movable; Dornal was extremely diſcon- 
certed, and I put on the appearance of 
being ſo too, Senece, in ſhort, regarded 
me with eyes full of fury; Is it you, 
perfidious friend,“ ſaid he, * who par- 
takes the infidelity of that unfortunate?“ 
at the ſame time drawing his ſword and 
pointing it at me; I had nothing to do 
but to ſtand on my guard, and parry the 
blow he aimed at me; but the audacious 
Dornal took courage again, and in an 
inſtant ſeized him; aſked him by what” 
authority: he came to her houſe, and raiſed” 
ſuch ſcandalous tumults, then ordered him 
to quit it directly. Nothing can equal , 
the aſtoniſhment this piece of impudence 


threw me into; but it was ſtill augmented” 


upon my ſeeing its effect. Theſe words, 
N | which 


which ought to have raiſed, the fury of 


| ences 10 its higheſt pitch, impoſed upon 
him. - Dornal continued to hear him with 


all imaginable. contempt, and I beheld 
him trembling before his worthleſs tyrant. 
Seeing he had no more to fear, I went 
away, and waited in the ſtreet to ſee the 
end of this adventure; I waited a full 
"hour, but no Senécẽ appeared: unable I 


was to divine what could keep him; I did 


not think the proceedings of Dornal needed 
ſo long an explanation. Wearied at length 
with ſauntering about, I retired to my on 
*hovuſe, The next morning I ſent him a 
detail of the whole affair, and I gave him 
an exact and true account of my conduct, 
and my motives for it. He returned no 


abſwer to my leiter; and ſome few days 


after I learned that he continued his vids 
to his miſtreſs. It was not poſlible for me 


Joſtify herſelf, or that be could be weak 


1 66 He has induſtri- 
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_ ouſly avoided me ever fince; and after 
many fruitleſs overtures on my part, I 
gave up the reſearch. I have learned that 
Dornal's huſband died rather ſuddenly, 
and that Senece has had the cowardly 
meanneſs to marry this vile creature. He 
was what the French call parfaitement 
bonnet homme; had many eſtimable qua- 
lities, beſides being my friend: I could 
not help pitying him, and thinking he 
was too ſeverely puniſhed. This adven- 
ture has taught me how impoſſible it is to 
reclaim a man thoroughly ſubdued and 
conquered; and that the moſt deſpicable. 
women are generally thoſe whoſe empire. 
is the moſt permanent. If the felicity 
of life conſiſts in paſſing it with a women 
| whoſe ſentiments juſtify our taſte to the 
world, ſurely the ignominious flavery of 
being ſubject to the capnice of a woman who 
diſunites us from our friends, and who fows s 
diſcord and trouble in our families, muſt fill 
up che meaſure of human miſery; and I 
un K | grieve 
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grieve to ſay there ate not wanting many: 
examplas of this lind in Paris. The in: 
trigues4owas:: myſelf engaged in, pres 
vented me from thinking more of: this 
adventure; I had three miſtreſſes at this 
very time, and it required very ſuperior 
talents to preſerve them all, that is to 
ſay, to decive them all; to make each 
believe ſhe was the only one. A woman 
needs very little penetration to ſuppoſe 
ſhe” has rivals; but the aſſiduity, the at“ 
tention with which a lover acquits Him- 
fei prevents their being over-ſanguine! 


Ort that head.” I tired of one very Won, 


and quitted her; becauſe ſhe was What W 
vulgarly term too wheedling, tod faul! 

is; A woman of this character, or rar 
cer of this ſpecies, has neither principle,” 
8 paſſions, nor ideas; ſhe is intapable of 

thinking; yet believes ſhe feels; her heart 

and her head ate equally cold and barren, | 
ocevipied by trifles only, and talleing com. 
; mon-ptace ſtuff, which ſhe takes för new: | 
e „ ſtrokes 
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rokegofi humour; repeats over and over 
again the. minutie ſne was ſtruck/witho 
ſhe affects to appear well informed, and 
believes it abſolutely neceſfary ; burryy 
buſtle, and noiſe are her element; dreſs, 
ornament, and deciding upon the mode, 
make the buſineſs of her life: ſhe would, 
break off the moſt ĩntereſting converſatiog, 
to ſay che taffety of the year was frightfol, 
and ſcandalize the taſte of the nation; 
ſhe takes a lover as ſhe chooſes a-gown; 
becauſe he is in faſhion : ſhe is trouble 
ſeme in buſineſs, and tireſome to the laſt; 
degree in parties of pleaſure. The trio 
fling. woman of quality is diſtinguiſhable, 
from the trifling Bourgoiſe, only by a bet- 
ter manner of expreſſing herſelf, and the 
difference, of her objects: the firſt talks. 
to you of a jaunt to Marli, the other, tires 
vou with a detail of a ſupper in the gar: 
dens of Paris. There are likewiſe rifling 
men, to, be met with in each claſs. I yery, 
ſaon after broke, with another of theſe la 
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Hon, but ih there is nothing diſagreeutie | 
a5 not to be able | (0 YT an engegel 
ment, ant The" Shitdhirly ſierifikedt wn 


. to > the Firſt party at catds that pre- 
n elf; bete 1 never went*oher 


2 5 


houſe, th that 1 did not meet with ſone of 
(theſe pretended counteſſes and matchibn- 
eſſez, and indeed ſometimes with real artes, 
_who diſhonour their name and rant, by 
the unworthy commerce” they bold. 


„Nec who gives vp ber Houſe to'PHy, 


mes Eos acquaintance we tag 
women, Þ however low and bad. „we lay 
» fifavow,. as times and teat 

fer; but we i : ſhould be much more delicate 

e 1 Sus 281% 01 (i273 9 
a and, circumiſpect in forming eonnettiöns 
„dith age Bao - 1 Tor I ine at 
bah houſe © of f wy, miſtreſs,” with" tiny 
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ol choſe .bnightrerrants. f ho are reduced 


do ſhow-a92y, and 1 DIY at Parts, 
vapting whergwichal, to, ſubliſt ce in 
| Abit Own pfovinge, and which the þ 
humour of juſtice obliges them, Fl 
to flix from. Scarecly had I quitted this 
curious ſet I haye been ſpeaking of, when | 
l. was forced. to ſacrifice another of my 
millreſſes to propriety z her name "was 
Derval, ſhe was what we call a good wo- 
man ſhe had an upright, heart, a good 
I natural. underſtanding, free from affecta- 
tion, with great candour in her procccd- 
It was as neceſſary towards her ex- 
iſtence. that ſhe ſhould love, as it was that 
e ſhould breathe ; love in her derived 
its ſource from nature, and reſted not on 
any fixed object. A lover ſhe muſt' have, 
be he whom he would ; her heart was 
unable . 10. ſupport a deprivation. * She 
- would. have ten lovers, one after another; 
;; and provided they could ſucceed each other 


e any interval, 1 queltion if ſhe 
Dae K3 10 glas " vohld 
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WP finely attached to the preſent fa- 
Yhrite, and preſerved ſentiments equally 
Tender” for hig facceffor! ' Madame Der- 
valle pure” which was charming, always 
Inſdretl ber à lover; and the inconſtancy 
Hatural ee Happy lovers, made her very 
oon loſe them; but the preſent quitteU 
her only to make room for another, whoſe 


Hippinefs was as ſore, and his conftanty 


ds weak! Beſides that it was tlie faſhion 
10 Have had her, and I would indulge my 
him, I regarded it as an affair of a few 
days only; but the goodneſs of her tem- 
per, her complaiſance, her attention, the 
careſſes ſhe beſtowed on me, her ardency 
to pleaſe, held me inſenſibly; 1 took her 
From caprice, but attached myſelf to her 
from taſte. I had lived with her above 
two months, without ever once dreaming 
iof; quitting her, when I received a leiter 
FConcei ved in cheſe terms: When you 

took madame Derval- firs 1 * the ſanze 


No A intention, 
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intention, bpt,yourwere befoterhand with 
e S hf whim appeared. ta. me altagę- 
ther natural. aud I. determined e Wait 
until it was / over, to ſatisfy mine; but 
ſuch attachments ought to be exhauſted 
in deſs than two months; ſuch a length of 
time ſavours of love, nay even conſtaney. 
[always hoped when you quitted madame 


| Derval it would be my turn to ſucceed, 


and in that confidence parted with a mi- 
treſs I ſhould otherwiſe have kept. You 
are too gallant to break the laws of ſu- 
ciety; render then this woman to bim 
ſhe belongs to. You ought to feel the 
juſtice of my demand.“ The ſingular ſtile 
of this letter made me- inſtantly fly wither it 
to madame Derval; but what was my ſur- 
prize, when, from her obſcure: and equi- 
vocal anſwers; 1 faw it appeared to her 
altogether as natural as it was indifferent! 


From that moment I felt my fault, and 


endeavoured to make: reparatioa, byade- 
livering up madame Derval c ſocietylthat 
u 111 K 4 very 
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too 5 diffi ated not to be known 645 10 
to the 620. Which can never happen with 
-imponity to a man of faſhion'; if on His 
irt appearance in the world he gains the 


approbation of it, it will ſuffice; he wit 
continue to have ir; even though he ſhould 


no longer continue to merit it. The m 5 
| ment a man has arrived at this preciodi 
tftle, he is run after by all thoſe women 
no are more anxious to be known that 
eſteemed, and who, it is moſt certain, 
I afe f never determined by eſteem, nor eben 
Lee himſelf; but often follow from 
faſhion, the man they deſpiſe, although they 
prefer him to a lover who has no other 
fault than that of being a worthy, hone 
man, ignorant of the beau monde. Once 
would” 152 0060 the indiſcretion , the er 
fidy ad ae f Proceed 11 they meet w ith, 


115 
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N uniſgqent dyficignt to ente 955 
ly z, far from it they have no chargQers 

to, loſe 4. they deſire is to appear on = 
ghearpe « of the world, and the eclat which 
would. make a .reafonable_ woman bluſh 
| wich ame and deſpair, conſoles | them 
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for all. The. girls who live by their 
heauty have the ſame; ambition as women 
ot. Faſhion the conqueſt of a celebrated 


man, not only ſets a higher price on their 
charms, but raiſes them to a ſort of ri- 
Valſhip with, certain women of. copdition, 
who bot too nearly reſemble them: ſo 
that you, frequently hear the ſame names 
mentigned by women who were not horn 
far the ſame ſociety. Beſides theſe ſettled. 
affairs, 1, was, ſometimes engaged in choſe, 
ſyppersoficentiouſnels, which we frequent, , 
purely to make ourſelves amends 5 the. 
conſtraint, laid « on us by PL 1, of of virtue 
and honou Jem Sen 
reproagh,ſo ill founded + ad of a 


a, Pres M f ee Wa 
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[{thempwhickvughy,:ev leaſt; 10 encite in 
dm brtaſts an ambition become wortſty 

401 het. In "theſe parties /becarmwar- 
HUE with thoſe few” beauties which 
either miſery, Jibertififn, or ſeduction 
Furniſfi the debauched at Paris with; and 
1" \folemmly declare, I never mer then 
-withott à ſeeret repugnance: theſe me- 
lancholy victims of our whim and caprice 
always preſented to my mind the image 
-6f unfrappineſs, never that of pleaſure. 
Ibebelg myſelf an object of the entite- 
ments of the coquette, and to the leſs 
equivocal declaration of many other wo- 
men. Theſe intrigues,” which had for 
{bins time amuſed me, appeared ridicu- 
wus to me in the end: 1 perceived the 
LContechpt that men of fenſe, even thoſe 

Who loved pleaſure, entertaitied for a man 
bf fathion, and began to bluſh at a title 1 
Pattook of With the toſt defpicable öf 
ünkind. A life of more ttanqufinty 
| Rn Wh mind, and Jags 


EY 
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t would be more conformable to / my ge 
ſentiments, Þ teſolved:todive for the futust 
more fretiteil. An adventure which juſt 
at that timo happened to me, completed 
my reſolution of yielding to the incling- 
ion of my heart. I had often thoſe ſort 
of letters addreſſed to me, which perſons 
known, at Paris, from their love of plea- 
fare: or their lange fortunes, are ſure o 
have the honour of receiving; the ſubject 
and ſtile is always the ſame. A young 
and amiable perſon ventures. to dechaꝶe, 
with timidity, an unconquerable ꝓaſſion 
The has indulged for you, and ↄffers ygu 
her favours at a reaſonable price. INA 
to diyert myſelf with theſe, billets, which 
vas all the anſwer they required, at ,leaſt 
when we do not accept of the propoſal. 
But I was one day expoſed to a trial much 
more ſeducing; my valet de chambre en- 
tered my apartment in the morning, rather 
arly, and told me there was a waman 
e dreſſed, wy yada 


* 
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tine 49 Salk: to me upon an afain which) 
ſhe; c0u)ds: he faid, communicate t me 
yr I gave.orders.dhe might be brought! 
into. my apartment, tand we were leit 
alone ; 4 waited ſome time for this woman! 
ta tell me her ſtory, but in my life Ine 
ver ſaw embartaſſment equal to her's; al 
har mis fortune, ſhame, miſery, and hu. 
miliated virtue could inſpire, was painted 
m her countenance; ſhe frequently opened 
ber mouth to ſpeak, but her words always 
dirdon her lips. Her ſituation touched me, 
and I ſought to remove her fears and raiſe 
bet-ſpirns,' by- teſtifying a ſenſibility that 
might encourage her to ſpeak. | After 
niany efforts to hide from me the tears 
that, ſpite of her, abundantly fell, lie 
told me, in low and broken accents, ſie 
was in the greateſt miſery; that ſhe had 
laſt her huſband, . who ſupported her by 
his. labour, and Was obliged to ſell allithe 
Mile neceſſaries ſne had left, to pay ſome 
Lebt 311 thateſne had a daughter, about 
| 2047 100g ya 998945 1 #1151 αννε,ẽ,s 
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ſcreen year's of: agey/- which filed op Us! 
meaſure of: her rr, by the tenden 
tbey had fon ec athergiand ch? impsf@ - 
ſibility chere wi bf their being '4blevis' 
ſab together. Here: dhe>ſtopped, >the: 
teazs ſhe had endeavoured to ſuppreſg? 
fell in greater abundances: andi choak ed 
her voice. Moved with ,compaſſion by 
her diſcourſe, her ſituation, her counte- 
nance intereſted me in her favour aid 
uſd, my utmoſt efforts. to hide the c 
cern I felc,; that I might be the better 
able to calm her tortured mind, and en- 
Sage her o proceed. IJ aſked her What it 
Vas ſhe deſired I ſhould do for her. 444 
have been aſſured,” (replied ſhe; with freſh 
trouble, which ſeemed. to augment each 
iaſtant) there are people of large for- 
tunes who would be very glad to have the 
care of girls that have no other reſouiee 
than charity; and I am come, Fry to in 
plore yours. Lam very ſenfible/* c 
tiaued ſbe, (bathed in teuts) - c in Wiz 


ackmowledgments I engage my poor, un- 


happy 


es COUNT DB — s 
happy daughter: but I cannot reſulve to 
Fee her die, thus loaded with miſery?” 
Theſe laſt words coſt her mort than all 
the reſt, ſcarcely could ſne articulate them; 
mam made her caſt her eyes downwards, 
und I really felt myſelf at that inſtant 4s 
great an object of compaſſion as ſhe Was. 
She bluſhed the whole time, at a convet- 
ſation ſo humliating to her; and 77a, 
the revoltings of nature in hetſelf made 
Rer undotbtedi find was offenſtve to me. 
Tipenettated her whole ſoul, and Her ſen 
timents found the way into my heart. 
endeavoured to conſole her, but as I found 
my mind ill at eaſe, 1 gave her all tlie 
money I had about me, and ſent her away 
te breathe in freedom. Ho misfortunes 
'inſpite graritude! I had all imaginable 
chiffculty to avoid the exceſs of her thanks: 
8 ſoom as ſne was gone, I reflected on the 
iwretthednefs of her ſituation; on the cotfi. 
bats her heart muſt have fuſtained, before 
e could: e aun. 
Ada a this 
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ahis falſe ftcpy, arid above all, how :qrach 
our virtue depends upon our» ſitmation, 
1 ſpent this day as uſual; that is to y, 
vith the ſame people, and in the fame plea- 
Tures; but I was ever croſſed by wandering 
thoughts; the impreſſion this unfortunate 
woman had made on my mind would 
not let me reſt in tranquillity: I returned 
to my houſe, my mind continually occu- 
pied by this image of woe. Next morn- 
ing the ſame perſon was announced to me; 
ignorant of the cauſe which could bring 
her again, I ordered ſhe ſhould be brought 
in; ſhe came, followed by a young girł, 
4: readily judged to be her daughter. 1 
was ſtill in bed; they both advanced te- 
wards me, and the mother again poured 
forth numberleſs thanks for what I had 
the day before given her: the daughiter, 
who remained filent, only joined the mo- 
ther by the moſt ſubmillive nir. I had 
time to examine her, and never in my 
Whole life had I beheld any thing ſo am- 
ile able. 
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vented te iwppoling Hence go the mother 
and I let her tall on. withqut even, hint, 
ing hat be daid; dg me 3,19, thoroughly. 
as Liſtruck with the beapty of her. daughe 
ter ; candour. virtue, and innaceneg mere 
painted ig her face. We ſegc none of: 
theſe phyſiognomies in the world features. 
the, molt; regular, the moſt ſeducing. rer 
tained their luſtre, ſpite of dejection and. 
trooble of mipd, and that paleneſs which; 
might naturally have extingujſhedſit. Shen 
had: hardly ſtrength enough tg, ſupport 
berſriſ dhe breathed. but in ſighs the molt | 
profound. I bid her o e neareg me, 
ſhe, approached me FO DP Yin WE. her. 
fears appeated io me ener 00 
alarm you, madam.?” faid b, has fome | 
freſh; misfortune. befallen 700 What, 
cauſe, brought you., bither ? , That of . 
ewig our grabtudes., replied, the, beſir x 
rains % Jö SST Taue 
BM Nd a age, 
„ wig 


able:: The forprizeſhe cauſed ig en der 
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I Had divined the cauſe of it, and turning 


cn FES STUN. wy 
of humanty could peſſibiy merit ydu multi: 
have fine other cauſe; ſorne pearer afflic- 
tone Meth confidence ; all ther 
atknowledgriient Taſk from you is ro let 
me h/ fincerely your preſent buſineſs?” 
Inſtead of returning an anſwery fie fixen 


ber eyes on her mother, and wept. The; 


möther, who could not reſtrain her tears, 
took her daughter in her arms; they he 
eich other in embraces ſo cloſe, as if they 
fextet being ſeparated for ever, 1 khew' 
not. for ſome time, what to think uf gtief! 
ſo immoderate; at laſt I begun to believe 


towards them, Ought you to appreliend,” 
faid'I,”* thar'T would dare to abuſe your 
misfortunes is not ſuch an idea moſt in- 
Jurious to me? tell me what has cauſed 
your preſent fears.” Alas L fir; ſays” 


the mother, 1 believed I had brought” 
| Jula to join” my acknowledgmenits to ort 
behefaQor* neither the one not the othet 


65 "dared" 15 conlider ie Lit ib An y "Cries 
light 
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light but . ., I inſtantiy interruptsd 


her ber embarraſſment but toad we. 


Plained her ideas. I chought L ought to 
ſpare the miſery, of tha mother, the mo- 
deſty of the daughter, and myſelf the 


pain of a further explanation- Talk | 


no more, ſaid I, „of the trifling fac- 
cours I have given you, you owe ne no 
obligations; I now offer you every thiog 
you can have occaſion for; encourage 


ſentiments more conſoling to yourſelt, 


more flattering to me, and leſs injurious 
to us all.“ I obſerved a ſerenity at once 
light up their whole countenance, par- 


ticularly the daughter's, which 1 could 


conſider. with more freedom and attention 
when my preſence no longer made her 
bluſh, or rather When I, perceived the 
emotions ſhe felt, (though not leſs fans 
guine) were derived from a different 
ſource, and no longer painful or humi- 
liating. un They threw the mſel ves oni their 
nees-08 my bed-lide,, hed! a torrent of 


ont. tears, 
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ate s a be ld l different motive; 
tlrey talked both at: bnee; and d onfuſed 
their acknowledgtents, by their cager 
deſire to expreſs them in ſhort, ĩt ſee med 
2s/ if their hearts, overflowing with joy, 
burſt into tears, and wiſhed: to ſhew xhat 
way, what was above all power of ex- 
preſſion: their diſcourſe was wild and un- 


| connected, underſtood only by their tranſ- 


ports. What !” cried they, Heaven 
offers us à benefactor in whom pure g& 
neroſit7) . . . great God ! how happy, 
how bleſſed are we . . what goodneſs 
. . „ They took me by the hand, 
tears 3 gratitude and virtue rendered her 
prodigal to me of thoſe careſſes which 
her modeſty would have ſhuddered at, 

had I ventured to put it to the teſt: in- 
nocence is often more bold, than vice is 
daring, I was ſoftened with this ſpectacle, 
and: it Was with difficulty that my eyes 
tefrained their tribute. I made them riſe 


eto: from 


ee COUNT AURE 
ftom their xænees and oblged them toit 
down, and again enjoined chem ſilenee; 
Gut I -pliinly faw' the violence their ꝑ ruti- 
tide ſuffefedinlobeying me. I could not 
fotbear admiriſig the beauty of Julia; ne- 
vertheleſs, 1 declare ſolemnly, this chatm- 

it figure infpired me not with 4 ſingle 
WI ör deſire injuriobs to Het honour 4% 
Tehrimmenr of reſpe& for her misfortunes 

anidher virtue had ſhut up my heart agamſt 
All others. 1 again enquired into? their 
Hruation, and they both entered into 
detail of what the mother had the day be- 
ore told me, viz. that her huſband had 
on employment upon which they lived, 
and which was all their fortune; that had 
n not been for his ſudden death; Julia 
was to have married a young man ſhe ex- 
tremeſy loved, and by whom ſhe wasono 
Jeſd beloved. Julia coloured, atdothe 
Twether, being defirous to give this young 
Fay) dne praiſes he ſo juſtly tmerited atithꝭ ir 
nds) Juliatſeiaed the topic and enlurged 
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Mall had daids wich ſo much xiyacn 
that I fancied tbejanotber;acceled win 
her: o mind, and H juſtly, With 
ſome degree of en I aſked;; if this 
Young, man had, always. perſiſted inꝗ the 
ſame ſentiments ? if their change of for- 
gune hag not changed his heart ? « # Oh! 
my.God!, no,” replied Julia, * his mag- 
ver, of, proceeding towards us nge, the 
death of my father, wellwerits my, eltgem,” 
1%;Heghas ſhared with us,” added.the, m- 
ther, the revenue of a little D- 
ment he has; but I can perceivs (i6-6x- 
tremely incommodes him, without being 
ſufſicient to furniſh us with, thoſe necgſ- 
bſaries of , life, which-I ſee he depriyes him- 
aſelf of; this it is obliges us to have re- 
-courle to charity. I ordered them 40 
ocome to me the next day, and bring him 
vong with them; but this was not done, 
2 Wahout;: furt. impoſing, ſilence ga them 
| rum thoſe acknowledgmenis: which Wa s 
bv Teady. to fall from insm. / My! migd- 


ao: | was 
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was much more ſeverely. agitated this day 
than i it hadever been heretofore; the bæau - 
ties of Julia were ever preſent, to my eyes a 
I could not but remember ſhe. loved, ,and: 
hat. it was natural Foe ſhould. be beloved 
that love was born of inclination, forti- 
fied by habitude, nay, perhaps by misfor- 
tunes, which unite, little by little, thaſe 
who have no other riches, no other re- 
ſource but their hearts. The kind, the 
good offices of this young man ought ſtill 
more to attach his miſtreſs, by the ties of 
gratitude; his ſervices were + infinitely: 
perior to all I could offer, all I cbuld 
render them; ſhe would coſt me but little, 
but be had ſacrificed the neeeſſaries of liſe. 
How happy did this lover appear to me] 
theſe ideas occupied me continually; 1 
found. 1 was afflicted, at leaſt unquiet, and 
I feared leſt any ſentiments of jealouſy, 
might dip into my heart, but very ſoon. 
Fa myſelf: I judged that the ſenꝰ 


il. 55 nts with rb Julie ed inſpired Ms 
a though | 
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though tender, were o a nature ver 7 dif- 
fetent to! love: however handlom ome "they 
were however viblent. my " paſſion © for 
women, their honour was perfectly 1 0 
with me. T made it a rule all my life, 
never to ſearch for any, but thoſe Who 
run foremoſt to their defeat; I looked | 
upon it as the worſt ſort of rape, to abuſe 
cke ſituation of the unfortunate, who were 
born for virtue, and whoſe unhappineſs 
alone betrayed them to ruin. But whe- 
ther it was virtue or ſelf. love in me, 1 had 
hitherto been humane only, I would like 
wiſe; be generous, and reſolved to reve- 
rence''two happy lovers, to unite them, 
and to partake of their felicity, from the” 


pleaſure of giving it, by inſuring to them 


their forteme und eſtabliſhment. We was 


never virtuous without reaping the fruits 
of it; and 1 had no ſooner formed this 


ph in my mind. than I felt that trangüfl 
delight, Which ordinary pleafures cannot 


annot 
giv Julia neglected not to comé Wong 


QUO! : with 
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with her mother — 
we ber lover. He was.a, very, fine 
\figure, and appeared to be about two and 
;twenty 5 as Iulia had informed him that [ 
wanted to ſce him, only to do him ſervice, 
he ſaluted me with that tiqidity natural 
0 all wor thy, honeſt men, who. have a- 
vours to aſk or to receive. I aſled him 
what was his employment? he anſwered 
my queſtion ingenuouſly, and I could not 
conceiye, from the account he gave me, 
how he could find wherewithal to ſubſiſt 
ypon himſelf, much leſs how he was able 
to ;adminiſter to the wants of others: 
nothing but love could have found ſu- 

perfluity, within ſo narrow, nay bounded, 
a pittance. During the time he was talk- 
ing to me, | obſerved that Julia never 
took her eyes from him, but to regard 
me now and then with much attention; 
the feared. he would not pleaſe me, and 
ſught ta read in my eyes what impreſſion 
. on me: wood had no ſooner | 

; aſſured 


1. 


eee % 
ee bud wn, Mat T wage bd 
Het with His gore and his diſcburſe, 
them 1 e che higheſt joy efffuſe Tar 
over the whole countenanee of Julia! 1 
-aſked him, if he had not always perſevered 


in his deſign of marrying her? Inſtantly 


ſeiaing the converſation, My bleſfings 
om eurth, undoubtedly,” replied he, “de- 
pen on my being untted to Jona, if 1 
could but make her happy; 1 cover 


riches, only to offer them to hr ; but, 


ads T have none and 1 could never för- 


ee myſelf, were T to cauſe her misfor. 
tones“ If this fear,“ ſaid 1 to them 


both, is che only obſtacle to your union, 


Iwill charge myſelf with your fortune.“ 
I4 chi moment Julia made ſuch lively ac 
knowledgments for my goodneſs, and 
the farours, ihe ſaid, had already be 
ſtowed: upon her mother and her, that 1 
clearly ſaw ſtie felt much more grutitude 
far uhe offerel had made her lover. Ne 

told mey the great-poodheſs I had me 
imm. L him, 


2 CON / Y 


Him, andi the many nic nd nth 
down on chem all, would be rendered ſtill 
nidte pteeious to him, if be could have 
the hondur of devoting his future days to 
my ſervice 3 ; an honour he would willingly 
Hierifice his employment for. An idea 
Juſt then ſtruck me, and I made my ar- 
rangement accordingly. The greateſt part 
of thy fortune lay in Britanny; I had tber 
a very conſiderable landed property; the 
Affipation I lived in at Paris, ſcarcely al- 
lowed me time to look into my own affairs, 
and the people in the province, to wWhoſe 
care I had intruſted them, acquitted them- 
ſelves but very ill. I aſked them all three, 
whether it would be diſagreeable to them 
to- go and live at my eſtate? where 1 

would give them a very good appoint- 
ment, and where they ſhould have the 
entire charge of my affairs. The young 
moſt pleaſing, moſt happy to him, Was | 
rey 1 * 
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that he prefetred to all other employmias 
the felieity of being attached to me. Julia 
and her mother declared the ſame ſenti- 
ments, and in a few days after I united 
Julia and her lover. I obtained for them 
as conſiderable an employment as they 
were able to manage, without neglecting 
my affairs, and ſent them away to Bri- 
tanny. Nothing ever gave me à more 
lively image of perfect happineſs, than the 
union, the tranſports of theſe two young 
lovers: they experienced, along with their 
love, na other ſentiments but thoſe of gra. 
titude, which they vied with each other 
in ſnewing me; and I never in my life 
felt a pleaſure more pure and more ſub. 
ſtantial, than that of having cauſed their 
happineſs. The author of a benefit is he 
who gathers the ſweeteſt fruit; it ſeemed' 
as if their ſituation reflected its influence: 
on me; all the pleaſures of ſenſe fall far 
ſhort of thoſe I experienced : there muſt 
_— be in the heart a particular ſenſe;- 
F L2 infinitely 


4 NT 1 
infinizely, ſupetior to all the neſt»; I. 
had,,no. faule do repent 33 
- Blaced in chem relative ta my affairs; but 
Eve much more real and ſenſible obli- 
| $9999, to them; for to, them I owe, in 
45% meaſure,” the change which from that 
time 25 place i in my heart; their ſitu- 
atop made me [wiſh for one equal to it: 
ſgund a void in my ſoul,” which all my 
pleaſures could not fill; their tumult 
numbed my ſenſes, but did not ſatisfy 
them, and. I felt I could not be happy 
ypleſs; my; heart was really filled. The 
very idea of this happineſs rendered all 
my farmer pleaſures odious to me; and 
194 avoid ĩmportunity, I reſolved to go 
into the country, to the houſe of one of 
mj friends, who had a long time ſolicited 
my tcompany, at a place he had a few 
miles, from Faris: I there met the counteſs 
Je, Salve; ſhe was then about three and 
quyenty, had been a widow'two years; ſhe 
e e. mu the intereſt-of ber 
wo” O —_— 
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family, in marrying the count of Slide, 
in old man of a temper cartel) ul | 
and jealous; from having fpent Folk fark 
of this life in chat ſort of bad company hal 
know not how to eſteem 'wornen b, coy 
feious of his own diſagreeableneſs, he en- 
vied others to a degree that rendered a 
ten times more inſupportable. Spite Fa 
te pugnance, the young counteſs did every 
thing the moſt rigid virtue could exact; fn 
could not give her heart, but me furktted 
her duty, and her conduct made het' is 
ſpected, but could not make her happy 
I hardly knew her, ſhe had lived but little 
in the world, and when J accidentally met 
her, the gravity and importance of ler 
air impoſed much upon me; the Wo- 
men with whom J generally aſſociated, had 
| fearce any reſemblanee to madame de 
Salve, which had made her always aþ- 
pear 2 character too reſerved for me to 
approach; nor was I then fond of tie 
trouble of purſuits that wert El | 
L121 | L 3 prove 
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ptoveabortive, But my diſpoſition. elung- 
ing, I faw her with more favourable 
eyes; her converſation, joined to that 
eaſe and familiarity inſeparable from a 
country life, and which is the charm of 
it, made me know her better, and to be 
known muſt always turn to her advantage; 
as ſhe did not matry from choice, ſne ſup- 
ported her widowhood with more deceney 
than parade of affliction, and appeared 
conſtantly in her real character. The 
;eounteſs of Salvé had more ſenſe than 
wit, if one may be allowed that diſtinc- 
tion; or, more properly ſpeaking, her wit 
as rather juſt than brilliant; her conver- 
ſation had in it none of thoſe flights of 
” fancywhichat firſt dazzle, and then, fatigue 

you: we were never ſtruck with aftoniſh- 
ment at what ſhe ſaid, but we always ap- 
proved it. She was eſteemed by all the 
eſtimable part of mankind, and reſpected - 
even by thoſe who had the leaſt preten- 
ions to * her perſon inſpired love, her 
Wong =_ character 
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character was formed for friendBips, hf 
eſteem preſuppoſed virtue; in ſhort, the 
faireſt ſoul was united to the molt, beautiful 
form in madame de Salve. I very ſoon 
perceived all ſhe was, and felt it ſtill more; 
became enamoured without knowing it, 
and loved with paſſion, when I thought 1 
ſimply reſpected her. I was not, however, 
long ignorant of the nature of my ſenti- 
ments. I had been ſome days in the 
| houſe with the counteſs, when ſhe gave 
orders for her carriage to be got ready for 
her return to Paris, I was greatly af- 
flicted at this order, without knowing why; 
but 1 ſoon felt the motive of my grief; 
I had too much experience of my heart to 
be long ignorant of its ſituation, 'T loved 
with more. paſſion than I had ever done, 
and the thought of the counteſs's going 
away before I had declared my paſſion, 
threw me into abſolute deſpair,” but hap- 
pily for me, my friend prevailed on her 
IS ſtay two days longer. Determined 
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to avail my fer of this vinexp pfade piece 
G- 850d flute, l Are 99 peak'ro 
fel; Put ga leb in 0 e Gd I 11005 4 
bie Kmbaftalg Kino 7. who e d& 
4 thofbüg b. Abet of women, x 
Matt "Be e ey to live "with Mem | 
inthe reateft familiarity, hardly dire 


oven” my lips to the counteſs. Let böt 


tke women complain of the men, they are 
bot what they themſelves make them. I 


was a thouſand times on the brink of ex. 
Plining myſelf to madame de Salve} re 
ſpekk ſtill kept me filent, and 1 could not, 
in dhort, get the better of my timidity3" 
Ibdbeteföre took the reſolution to ſhe w her- 
my ſentiments by my conduct, without? 
dbripg to avow them; and contented! 
myſelf for the preſent with begging her 
permhiffion to wait on her. I ſaw my re-. 
queft'einbarraſſed her; inſtead of giving a 
poſitive anſwer, ſhe told me her houſe would!) 
Mbit my taſte; the retitement in which he 
lifed%would' hardly be ern 10 a mtr 
101 | of 


nne 
of the world, f ſo generally, known, i „it a8 
Leh . 11 Is anſwer, approached {0% 
a Tr oel, t that 1 would not preſß her, far; 
1 jan explanation ; and drtermiging, 
| to conſtrue it into a permiſſion, Lanſwered 
her only by thoſe vague politeneſſes which, 
ſay. all one would have them, _ becauſe: 
they ſay nothing, Madame de Salve went: 
away the next day, and 1 did not ſtax 
long after her: 1 was no ſooner at Paris, 
than 1 went to pay my reſpects to her; 
ſhe, ſeemed ſurprized, but received me 
politely ;, my viſit was mort; L made ſe- 
veral others not much longer, for fear of 
becoming troubleſome, before J obtained 
the privilege of going to her houſe with 
freedom. My viſits. became more and 
more frequent; all other places grew:: 
diſtaſteful to me: in ſhort, I lived at the, 
houſe of madame de Salyẽ. My friends, 
(I mean, my former companions) come 
plained loudly , againſt me; ſaid, they! 
never. law, me, or if they did, it we on 


10 L 5 for 


2 COU NT 5E— 3 
Sr a fe minutes, and that ] appeared ab- 
ent even then : we were ever at vari- 


ance when we met, yet their efforts to 
bring me back were not very violent. 
The moſt commodious and agreeable part 
1 know of theſe ſocieties (which pleaſure 
and diſſipation alone. unite) is the great 
eaſe with which they connect and ſeparate; 
they ſhew great joy at firſt meeting, but 
little eagerneſs to bring you back; they 
take their acquaintance without choice or 
election, and loſe them without giving 
chem up; they enjoy the pleaſure of 
meeting, without once defiring it, and ab- 
ſence totally obliterates you from their 
memory. I enjoyed then unmoleſted the 
happineſs of, ſeeing madame de Salve: ſhe 
ſaw very little company, therefore oppor- 
tunities preſented themſelves by thouſands = 
for me to diſcover my heart to her; but 
Whither the certainty of having it always 
in my power prevented my doing any 
thing rally, or whether the reſpect with 
di: 9 Ig which 
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-which (he at rftinſpired me; "Al awed me, 
Tkiiow not, but I dared not hazard a ebf 
Mon. I never found any difficulty in malc- 
ing theſe ſort of declarations to the women 
was not in love with; arid in the moment 
when I felt (what I had ſo often feigned) 
à real paſſion, with all tlie force; the power 
of Love, I was unable even to prondunce 
his name; I did not, I could not, abſo> 
forely tell madame de Salve 1 loved het, 
but the whole of my condutt amply 
proved it. I perceived that my ſenti- 
ments had not eſcaped her penetration. 
A woman is never offended (though ſome> 
times diſpleaſed and embarraſſed) by de. 
clarations of love; becauſe they ſeem to 
require a return, and always ſuppoſe hopes. 
of obtaining it. The moſt probable means, 
however, to ſucceed with madame de 
Salve-were, I imagined, to endeavour to 
make myſelf maſter of her heart before 
J ventured to aſk it. I beſieged her above 
a/month with uncommon afliduity, : omit , 
$6.14, L 6 ting. 
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ting ng one thing, that, could recommend 


mend hen taroun. on cominae her aw 
highly he reigned in mise, and brſbould: 
perhaps have held on the ſame cunduſt 
much longer, had not ſhe herſeif offered 
f me. an occaſion to declare myſelf. She 
ane day told me, ſhe was ſurpriſed x mA 
ſo diſſipated as I was, could live the lengii 
af time I had done in a houſe ſo retired , 
ſo.lictle amuſing as her's. It ought at. 
leaſt to convince you, madam,” replied I; 
- ©, thatdillipationisleſs the mark of pleaſure! 
than inquietude, in a man who ſeeks fe- 
Ucity without being able ta find it; ſince 
Phave had the honaur and happineſs of 
making my court to you, I deſire no other. 
L ſought not,” anſwered madame de 
Salvẽ, 4:20 drag a compliment from you, 
- but I really. am aſtoniſhed, if you were 
ever ſo extremely diſſipated as the world 
| ſpeaks you, what can have wrought” {6 
ſudgen andiſo wonderful a change.. It 
ao you madam ' replied 14-4 I owe its 


20 | it 
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1 - you hive) charmed ine Tro tab 
courſe of vain and lx pleafures P HH um 
into, and made we in exchatige Tipe 
ene pleaſures the moſt pure. yet th mòſtd 
lively; my ſoul is capable of taſtidg; tod. 
hleſſed, if you will one daꝝ deign to pa 
take of them with me. Here madame dw 
Salys would have interrupted me, but I 
allowed. her not time. 1 had hithertb 
maintained one continued ſilence ; I had 
no ſooner broke it, than I. felt myſelf de. 
livered from the moſt weighty burtleni and 
continuing the converſatian;, with; ſome 
viyacity z Les, madame, ſaid I, 41 
feel my attachment for you can end bud 
with my life; that the whole univerſe 
would to me be. a. barren waſte, inſuꝑ- 
portable without you; you occupy the 
place of all in my heart. L have untib 
now, been loſt ta myſelf, to every rational 
ſentiment, ,pluaged in the low-abyſs: of 
ſenſual pleaſures, a ſtranger toithe delights 
of, lone x loys has enlightened mes and 
34... | | you 
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you alone, madame, could infpire me with 
it.” I ſhall not enter here into à farther 
detail of our converſation, or its conſe- 


quences, ſuffice it to fay, that upon tlie 
whole, it amounted to aſfurances of love 


the moſt violent, and vows of conſtancy 
that no time, no temptation could ſhake; 
No ſooner had I ended my confeflioh, 
than I trembled, and dreaded the anſwer 
of madame de Salve, who feemed neither 
pleaſed nor angry, but replied with great 
_ coolneſs : © The habit you have acquired, | 
of delivering yourſelf up to every tranſi- 
tory liking you feel for every woman you 
ſee, makes you believe yourſelf in love; 
or perhaps you hold this jargon adapted 
to the taſte of women in general, and the 
only one in which a man of the world 
ſhould addreſs them. Be thar as it may, 
without wiſhing to ſuſpect your ſincerity, 
if you feel any degree of hking for me, 1 
adviſe you not to encourage it; you will 

not, be happy i in loving alone, and I wilt 


not 
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not riſque rendering myſelf unhappy, by 
anſwering your paſſion.” Ah] madame,“ 
ſaid I, what mighty misfortunes -can 
you dread, in partaking the ſentiments 
of an honeſt man, a man of honour, wh 
loves you, and you only?“ The great- 
eſt,” added ſhe, © that can befal a reaſons 
able woman; this man of honour you 
talk of, and as the world underſtands it, is 
ſtill! very far from a complete, a perfect 
lover; even the man of the moſt allowed 
probity is perhaps never without reproach, 
without ſpot, in the eyes of (I will not ſay 
a btight, but) a ſenſible woman; ſhe is 
frequently reduced to lament her lot in 
ſecret, while her lover lives irreprehenſible 
in the world, nay careſſed by it, which 
renders her ſtill more wretched.” Madame 
de Salve perceiving I was about'to inter- 
rupt her, to remove, if poſſible, theſe 
prejudices, added, It is uſtleſs to enter 
into any farther diſcuſſion on this ſubject, 
or to attempt to desde. my ideas of dan- 
Tor gers 


%8. CS H rer 
gers go. which | Jam, reſalveg fes gg 518. 
paſe, myſelf 3, nor even if L had DO, 
ta combat with, .which happily is by ng 
means the caſe at preſent z neyertheleſs,. 
fince 1 have no cauſe of complaint nie, 
you, and that your character appears to 
me eſtimable, I will readily grant you m 
friendſhip; and, I aſſure you, I ſhall be 


infinitely more flattered by having inſpired | 
you with that ſentiment, than with the 


blind paſſion of love.” I was ſo ſtruck . 
with the ſtrength, the delicacy of madame 
de Salyc s reafoning, that it ſtill augmented. 
my eſteem for her, conſequently my love. 
When this paſſion has once entered the. 
heart, 0 ur ſoul receives. no other ſenti-.. 
ments but thoſe which ſerve to ſatisfy i it. 
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I. found great conſolation in having de- 
clared myſelf, and was but too happy, in 
obtaining the return madame de Salve of- 
fered me; it was no more than friendſhip, ; 7 
dot the friendſhip of a; woman,. amiable 7 


and, voung inſpires ſentimentz ſoren endere ſa K. 


delicious, 


2 NC 4 #4 


SNES SIN 2335 
deheidüs, tft thy Ack no eügnients were 
tte d.. [&ver. 1 id bet dare oppoßs 
hef 5 zun, pefccivipg The Kathy cd Warr" 
ho fupport it; 105 that conttatlictiom 
wiglit Kr thoſe ſentiments more ſtrongly; it 
büt I parpoſed laying hold on the” ffſt 
occaſion that ſhould offer to renew 'the® 
cotiverfation on this topic. A woman WhO 
often talks of the dangers of love, "invites" 
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DATE ging it i often. to her view, Agree? 5 
we way, we ſeldom ever do with impus" 
airy.” I omitred not one day going to“ 
madame de Salve's Sz my viſits could not 
grow more frequent, but they grew ſtill 
longer than ordinary; I paſſed WIN 
with her, without daring to ak a returtt; 

I talked to her of my paſſion, the con- 
fellion I had already made authoriſed meß 

I fad, that her refuſing me the places? 
1 Hack aſked in her heart, could not change 


mine, and though 1 could pretend 48! 86 
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more than her friendſhip, I conjured her 
to grant me the tendereſt eſteem. She 
aſſured me ſhe would, and I then ven- 
tured to kiſs her hand. The carefles of 
friendſhip are able to warm the heart, and 
give riſe to love. Seduced under the co- 
Jour of ſo pure an attachment, madame 
de Salve reſiſted but feebly; I accuſtomed 
her inſenſibly to hear me talk of my paſ- 
ſion, and waited with fore degree of pas 
tience, till time and my conſtancy ſhould 
raiſe thoſe ſentimetits T wiſhed, or rather 


until J obtained a confeſſion of it; for L 


plainly perceived the progreſs I each day 
made in her heart: love no ſooner ceaſes 
to offend, than it becomes entehing. In“ 
this manner I paſſed tree months with 
Her, aſtoniſhed at my conſtancy ; no other 
woman had ever held me ſo long, neither 
by rendering me happy, or treating me 
with rigour; as it was the pleaſures of 
ſenſe only which had hitherto attached me 


to chras women, ſucceſs very ſoon cooled, 
1 
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and ſeverity repulſed me; but, inſtead of 
that, love and eſteem united to fix me to 
madame de Salve for ever: I was wholly 
occupied by a deſire to pleaſe her, and 
ſhe ſhewed ſome degree of ſenſibility to 
' thoſe endeavours. I no longer neglected 
to obtain that confeſſion which eſtabliſhes 
more effectually the prerogative of a lover, 
than all other favours a lady can beſtow. 
Madame de Salve acknowledged that my 
character and turn of mind, which at firſt 
frightened her, were become perfectly 
agreeably to her; and that I was the only 
man for whom ſhe could have had a par- 
tiality, had ſhe not been on her guard 
againſt the power of love. I often re. 
newed theſe converſations, and in talking 
of the count her huſband, I endeavoured 
to make her feel the difference there was 
between giving one's ſelf up to a tender, 
A paſſionate lover, and ſubjecting one's ſelf 
to the whims of an odious huſband. Ma- 
dame de Salve frankly confeſſed to me 
"4 | ſhe 
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Sh 990 never 1 loved, her huſband, the diſs 
Bifi age. above AN, his ae hela 
woul nor Permit her to love him; but 
hard would ſhe allow that, ſbe was nat 


perfetly happy.z, and when, I, inſiſted on 
the torments ſne muſt have experienced 
hourly, from the jealouſy of the count de 
5 ſhe anſwered ſimply, that a reaſon· 
ab! e woman ought, never to complain, on 
that ſubject it was her part to cure that: 
jealouſy by her conduct, and even to par- 
dog it, Conſidering it aroſe from a principle: 
of love; in ſhort, ſhe. never let fall-a: 
ſingle ſyllable derogatory to the memory 
of her huſband. All which, added to the 


| reſpect I had for madame de Salve, aug · 
mented likewiſe my paſſion for her. I 
vas almoſt certain the friendſhip ſhe pro- 


feſſed for Aly was no more than a pretext 
to coyer the, paſſion I had been happy 
enough to, inſpire her. with; and L ven- 
tured in the end at gin; Wey to gain 


2 confeſſion, of i One day, hen by. 


her 
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0 g U. zel 
he eifcourſe, Abd de " conkidence! 4 
placed in the, ſhe Have 1 me marks af the 
moſt tende F friend ſhip. "6 Par, on, ma- 


dam,” ſaid Fn « my os 1 can fi 
longer doubt that you Rave for me Tenti-* 
ments more lively, more tender than thoſe. 
of friendſhip; grant me an avowal 0: 
them, it will ſerve to render my attach- 
ment ſtill more inviolable.” She ſeemed. 
thunder-ſtruck, and ſighed inſtead of an- if 
ſwering me; I would not allow her time 
to recover herſelf, or let ſlip this bleſſeq' 
moment; I preſſed her anew, threw my⸗ 4 
ſelf at her feet, and made her the moſt 
ſanguine proteſtations of love, Kc. 1 
am much afraid,“ replied ſne, my con- 
duct towards you has already explain 
my ſentiments more amply than the verbal” 
confeſſion you exact could do. I will no A 
longer ſeek to hide my ſoul from "you ; 
it Was tenderly intereſted in your behalf p 
before that I c perceived it: T am 50⁰ 
longer in a ſituation to combat a pamon 


*90 that 


: 
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that o rags me whither it pleaſes ; nay, 
perhaps I. have neither the ſtrength nor 
the will to do it. You ſee what lengths 
my confidence in you carries me; will 
you, can you make me repent it?“ I 
was ſo charmed to hear what I had ſo 
long and ſo ardently deſired, that I ex- 
preſſed my acknowledgments in t 

ports the moſt lively, removed her Fils 
and ſwore eternal conſtancy : I was at 
liberty to diſpoſe of my hand, I offered. 


| it to her, as a ſecurity for my fincerity,. 


« Tt is not,” -ſays ſhe, * oaths or laws, 
which can anſwer to me for your fidelity; J 
my felicity depends not on being tied to 
you by that knot which neceſſity and 
conſtraint makes indiffoluble ; it is your, 


heart only can ſatisfy me, Nevertheleſs, 


I I will not refuſe the offer you make me; 


in our ſituation it is requiſite ; beſides, I 
would, were it poſſible, deviſe ſome new 
bond, to. unite me ſtill more cloſely to 
you. Bur although I am miſtreſs of, and 

4 | anſwer⸗ 
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anſwerable for, my own conduct; 1 am 
not by my age at liberty to diſpoſe of my 
hand; and they to whom the law fill a 
lows ſome authority over me in this reſpect, 
have mo intereſted views for me; there“ 
fote we may probably meet with ſome 
oppoſition on their part. I can aſſure 
you, I ſhall render all their deſigns abor- 
tive, but we muſt defer our marriage yet | 
a while; it would ill become either you 

or I to enter into ſuch ſolemn engage- 
ments in the face of the world, until they 
were abſolutely free from obſtacles of every 

kind: 1 ſhall have leiſure, in the mean 
time, to prove your heart, and our union 

will acquire ſtill more charms from it.“ 
T approved of madame de Salve's pro- 
poſal; I conſented to all ſhe deſired ; not- 4 
withſtanding my impatience to poſſeſs ſuch T 
a treaſure, I had no will but her's; I lived 
in hope, and though I wiſhed for ſtill 
more ſubſtantial bliſs, my ſituation was 

12 1701 bappier thai any thing I had 
before 
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1 taſted. with. madame de Sales ahb e 
Charms of a, pure, refined paſſion; the 
| happieſt ſtare of loyets, This ſort af life 


"women 50 told her, when we had, onge- 


eee in my 


Was quite new to me, I had been ac- 
cuſtomed to. leſs eſteem and more liberyy, - 
and was, oxime, e to try pb. 


given our: hearts, we ought not to refuſe 


A lover favours of much leſs value, much 
5 lefs precious; 1 preſented my reaſapy, up- 


der eyery poſſible colour, and decorated 


my maxims with all that rue e | 


ſtuff, 1 had at other times employed ſo 
ſucceſsfully with many women; but theſe 


(22TH 


arguments were now. of no u 0 to me e; 


becauſe madame de Salve conducted her- 


ſelf upon principles very different rot thoſe, 


ladies I had before met with. She always 


anſwered me without emotion, ſometimes 
Pleaſantiy; that on the adhering ro this tl? 
tom (ridiculous us it appeared tg 'me) de: | 


2 e e ena 
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pendeck the honour, and even the happi- 
neſa of à Voman; that her heart Wüs fa- 
vourabſe to me, but the prejudices of the 
world was againſt me, and though the 
men ſeem to approve of it, we never ſee 
that they preſerve their attachment for a 


woman who has ſacrificed to them theſe 
prejudices. I felt the force of, and could 


not but approve, theſe reaſons, which dif- 
pleaſed me infinitely: in ſhort, I was 
obliged to ſubmit to the ideas of madame 
de Salve, ſince I could not make her adopt 
mine, which, without doubt, were not the 
moſt juſt, Lovers would be too happy 
if their paſſion could be kept up by con- 
tinual obſtacles : it is no leſs eſſential to- 
wards happineſs to preſerve deſire, than 
to ſatisfy it. We lived in a commerce 
the moſt delightful, when the rumour of 
a war broke out, and obliged me to think 
of joining my regiment; I felt all that 1 
was capable of feeling, on the thoughts of 
being | ſeparated from madame de Salve, 


2 COUNT. BH 
but nothing could equal the pain this news 
cauſe d her: in preparing for my, depar- 
ture, I did not dare name it to her, for 
fear of afflicting her a· new; but I could 

not help appearing ſenſibly touched at it, 
which ſhe, remarking, ſaid to me, ©* Your 

ſituation is very different to mine; z you 


have only thoſe inquietudes 8 muſt 
naturally cauſe; but I am going, with 
that, to experience the moſt cruel of all 
deſtinies, a life of eternal alarm, at beſt 74 
Pence, of the welfare of all I hold dear on 
earth.“ She ſaid no more, but her tears, more 
eloquent than all ſhe could ſay, painted a 
ſorrow more lively than I had ever ſeen, 
it penetrated the inmoſt receſſes. of my 
ſaul ; and after mak ing many unſucceſsful 
efforts to conſole her, I retired, to give a 
looſe to my griefs. I reflected on that chi- 
mera, honour, to which J ſacrificed the 
happineſs of my life; agitated a long 
time by theſe ideas, I was often tempted 
to abandon all, and trouble my ſelf but 
al ys! da 1 Fox ol little 
* 8 IN 
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 litite about what the world vu fl, pre 
vided I was Happy; but Tvery ſoon vlaltter 
at, arid loathed ſentiments Io little worth 
my birth and my profeſſion.” T paſſed th 
whole night in this anxiety of mind, and 
went as uſual in the morning to madam 
de Salve's houſe: 1 found her as muck 
afflicted, and more dejected, than the diy 
before; I could have triumphed over my 
G. ſorrow, but I could not ſupport her's S; 4 | 
forg ot all the fine ſentiments of honour that 
1 had till then ſuſtained, it appeared to me 
a barbarity, and I reſolved to ſacrifice it to 
the tranquillity of madame de Salvẽ. F 
thiew myſelf at her feet, told her I was 
unable to reſiſt her tears, and to dry them 
up; I would go inſtantly and quit the ſer- 
vice; that I ſhould be but too bleſſed to 
live with her. This, I doubted not, would 
receſtabliſh the calm in her ſoul. She 
looked at me ſome time without ſaying 4 
word; and embracing; me on a ſudden 
with a tranſport which ſhe: had never be- 
fore done, * I feel,” ſays ſhe, © how 
M 2 dear 


4 COUNT” DE 
eat iN would coſt you to ail ſacri- 
fte you offer me, but 1 thai uld be in. 
worthy of it, was 1 capable of acceptiny of 
it; I am too content, too well P 

wich the power love gives me over you, 


to wiſh to exert it; I ſurrender you to 


Four own heart, I ſurrender you to your. 
10 


duty. and that is reſtoring you to your 


ft” was fo tranſported with admi- 
ration, that I ought to have made her | 
that ſacrifice from gratitude, which I ha | 
before offered from compaſſion, for the 
miſery I ſaw her ſuffer, I ſaid every thing. 
that love and reſpect could inſpire. me 
with; 1 aſſured her ſhe was abſolute wit 


treſs of my deſtiny and my conduct; that 
1 could not have a better guide, 1 — 


perſon whoſe judgment was ſtrong, cles 
and impartial, and whoſe character was. 
ſo reſpettable. From this moment ma- 


180 I 
dame de Salve ap peared much more nt 


dn; b Math 8 * d not p reelle chat | 
ee ber Kohn, 1 Kr 
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— 9 exeiting 


CONFESSIONS: 245 


exciting, mine. She told me, à man, of 
m my birch had no other part to take, or 10 


Her, 105 chat of arms; the only pro- 
felon of the French nobleſſe, as it was 
their origin; and that a woman who would 
dare to inſpire her lover with other ſentiy 
ments, was worthy to ſerve his pleaſures 
only, not to fill his heart; in ſhort, ſo 
ſoon as my duty came in queſtion, the 
render madame de Salve diſappeared, and 
1 found in her the moſt true, the moſt 
firm | friend. How cruel ſoe ver abſeace 
was to our love, I was charmed to meet 
with ſentiments ſo generous; and . my 
paſſion became a thouſand times more vi- 
olent. Madame de Salve, as I have, al- 
ready ſaid, embraced me in the firſt tranf- 
Port of her griefs; that favour emboldened 
me to aſk others, and though it was to a 
2575 of importunity I owed her ſuffex- 
ing my careſſes, 1 thought I, I aw her op- 
poſition aroſe more from modeſty, chan 


£ 
from any other motive :. I prefied, her, 0 
M3 complete 
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vomplete my chappineis; ſhe conjured me 
o exact nothing from her that was con- 
trury to her duty, and told me, that her 
heart; of which I was too ſure, ought to 
atisfy me; and that I was too dear to 
her, for her to riſque loſing me. I aw 
that my importunities affliled her, and 
inſiſted no more; and left her, after 1 ; 
tad received all imaginable aſſurances of 
ia love the moſt inviolable and tender. 
The time that remained between that and 
my departure was too precious not to be 
dedicated entirely to madame de Salvẽ 
4paſſed the whole day with her; our con- 
verſation turned on nothing but our pa 


* ſion, the rigour of our duty, and the ne- 
beſſity of fulfilling it. I always found in 
madame de Salvẽ the ſame tenderneſs and 


the ſame charms : very far from being 
able to remain in that ſtate of reſerve ſhe 
"acted, I felt my pain increaſe more and 


| more, and begun again to preſs her; 1 | 
fore my heart was inviolably attached to 
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her, that ſhe was become too neceſſary to 
the happineſs of my life, nay to my very 
exiſtence, for her to fear my inconſtancy, 
She would have called me back to that 
reſpe& I had for her, but my love grew 
too violent to be reſtrained ; 1 intreated, 
T'preſſed, and to the vivacity of my ſoli- 
citations and oaths I joined enterprize; 
The was moved, ſhe ſighed, reſiſted but 
feebly, and I became the happieſt of 
"mankind. It is love only that gives the 
'Zeft, and ſets a value on pleaſure; at- 
tached by love, fixed by indulgence; I 
found madame de Salve but ſtill. more 
beautiful; but, alas ! one moment's re. 
flection plunged her into the deepeſt ſor- 
row and remorſe, ſhe did not dare to look 
at me, ſhe even ſhed tears, her grief pierced 
my very ſoul; formed to have every de- 
licate, every tender ſentiment, I regarded 
myſelf as criminal, I feared I was become 
odious to her, and conjured her not to 
hate me. Alas!“ - replied: ſhe; “ will 
u de in my power to hate you? for 

M 4 | I feel 
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"feel 1 wall ze e 15 


or give ih yleleſ®""t 7 ot 100 3 
c 112 5 e ic! to Jiffipate h hex 0 Wh fe 


t injurious to me; I aſſured 


ſ 481133 99k BNWT IE] 1 12991 her 
E a conſtancy inviolabje, and ſwore to 
SC ik Fw? h C8 2 | mor (163 


her, that as ſoon, as he would give me 

her hand? we would faſten with the ſeal 
of the law, a and the teſtimony oft the pub. 
lic, that knot which love had formed, 
T he 1 50 of my careſſes gave weight 
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herſelf, and told me, (in the rendereſt, 
| tone of voice) ſhe ſhould never reproach, 
herſelf for having facrificed every thing, 
-to- my wiſh, while ſhe could be ſure MM, 
heart, the fidelity or inconſtancy of oF 
which muſt render her the moſt happy, 
or the moſt wretched of women. My. 
oiths, my tranſports, and love MO, 
all her- fears, and I obtained my pardon. 1 
1 paſſed but a few more of theſe whole. 
days with this heavenly \ woman, belong 
was oldeted to my r nt. Oüf epa 


ole ration 
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ration was , cruel, in een a 
happine Ss wk Sho ge ot, yo 1 
wel, he noiſe of the war, Chick,» was 
ſpread over the Whole world, ſeryed bot 
to render the peace more ſecure, and © 
campaign was finiſhed in a peaceable 
cainp.. 1 returned to Paris more in love 


ff 19! 


than 10 was when 1 left it, and firmly LO 
ſolved e to preis my marriage with madame 

de Salve: attached by love, pleaſure, and 
gratitude, ſhould I have thought of 14 


197 


other, tie to unite me more ſtrongly wit 


her ? We met each other with rranſpores 
which. can be comprehended only by choſe 
who have experienced them. I patſed 4 


mM 07 

ole year in this exceſs of pleaſure 10 
0 * } 

love Was its ſource, and pleaſure "de" 


new charms to love ; ; I ſaw no body but 


1 
madame de Sal Ive ; 5 F was entirely her's, 
18351 Vin eib 


and without her all was ſtrange, fore: 
to me. Why 10 tl 
1 5 fen o me. h 9 how | 
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%% COUNT iD Fac, 
"81&outh'I defited; | yourk is itfeif often 
<thevecalion of inconſtanoy; Laſpired not at 
| \FHanging the condition of humanity; but 
dur Hearts ought to be more perfect; the 
*Ehjoytttents" of the mind ſhould be eternal. 
he principe of my happineſs was al- 
Ways the ſame, notwithſtanding it abated 
in proportion as 1 began to taſte it Teſs. 
Thoſe pleaſures which had | heretofore 
_ Wiagged me along with ſuch violence, were 
become odious to me, when they would 
Force me from madame de Salve; I grew, 
Abwever, inſenſibly to regard them with 
dels and Teſs diſguſt, till at length they 
appeared to me abſolutely neceſſary,” to 
Keep out that languor which naturally 
lies into the commerce of two lovers. 

_ "Our conftancy (however boaſted) is not 
Hr from its period, when we aud b 


dute it into a principle. If J ſought not 
After the former companions of my plea! 
ſures, Who were diſperſed over the" fits 
& b use earth ir made" account to try 


die kycets of f ſociety, once more at leaſt, 
with 
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with which Paris, ſwarms; you are net 
obliged to ſeek them, not to fiy them is 
Jufficient. I was leſs aſſiduous in my 
viſits to madame de Salvẽ ; that is to fa, 
I did not go there every day, and my viſits . 
were rather ſhorter, taking it for granted 
it was as it appeared to me at firſt, no 
more than a renewal of that taſte I had | 
for public places, which madame de Salve 
had ſuſpended, becauſe ſne ſeldom went 
to any; and I could live only in the place 
where ſhe was. I returned to them; I 
generally met with ſome one of my friends 
who carried me to ſup along with them. 
The firſt time that I neglected to return 
to madame de Salvẽ's houſe, where I al- 
ways ſupped, ſhe was extremely uneaſy; 
feared ſome accident had befallen me, 
and ſent early in the morning to enquite 
after me; I went immediately to ſee her; 
ſhe made me ſome tender reproaches; I 
did not think I merited them; neverthe- 
id # 18 embarraſſed, and coloured. 11 
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muſt be that we have Within ourſelyes al 


ſentiment more penetrating than reaſon, nay 

than even wiſdom herſelf. which abſolves on 
condemns us, with an equity the moſt en- 
lightened,; there is, in ſhort, if I dared 
lay it, a ſagacity of heart, which is the 
meaſure of our ſenſibility. A few; days 
after, L was again engaged to a ſupper a 
the Grit reproaches madame de Salve made 
me, diſquiczed me at the time; I feared 
freſh reproaches, and found infinite, cone 
ſolation in meeting with none, notwith4 
Randing, that my abſence became more 
- Frequent; but I never neglected going to 
ſup with her that I did not feel ſome 
remorſe, a ſenſation we never experience 
without meriting it; and when we examine 
&rupylouſly, we may find out the motives, 
Madame de Salve was almoſt always 
alone as I had ſignified to her, I thought 
nothing fo odious as thoſe viſits, which con- 
Prained the hearts of lovers, ſhe had in- 
benſiblye left off the few: people ſhe ſaw 
birwor | before 
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before ſhe became Hequaitited with he: 
cherefore I bghE in honour a CORRIUALD! 
to have ſhared that ſolitude'ro'whith He 
was reduced metely to pleaſe me! SHE 
never made me the ſmalleſt reprobch. 
aſter that I have already mentioned, whith 
hardly deſerved the name, from ihe gemtbel 
neſs; nay ſweetneſs in her manner of Uf 
- fering it; but 1 could not help ſcc fg 
that her mind was leſs at eaſe; and tft 
an unuſual melancholy hung over Her- 
F' ſometimes aſked her the cauſe oft, 
me always faid ſhe had not any; ahd whef 
I begged and inſiſted on her telling me 
ſne had any reaſon to lament on my ſcore 
ſhe aſſured me ſhe was perfectly ſatisflecꝭ aid 
content, and ſhewed me every kindiels; 
every tenderneſs that could poſſibly remove 
my doubts, Satisfying (or rather abaſing) 
myſelf on my innocence, I launched out 
more and more into diſſipation; nebtefthe 
leſs, I was uneaſy on ſeeing! madame de 
633 (but not leſs tender) 
et | towards 


1% OO D. 


towards me. I reproached myſelf; that 
afflicted me, and although it conſtrained 
me in nothing, I felt the eruel torture of 
remorſe; but, alas ! the habitude of 
meriting it, made me very ſoon loſe all 
ſenſe of it. The facility, or rather the 
great goodneſs of madame de Salve con- 


tributed towards it. When I had been 


ſome days without ſeeing her, I would 
| have alledged ſomething in excuſe, but 
ſne ſpared me the pain, by giving me 


to underſtand ſhe was charmed I could 
amuſe myſelf; that a man could not re- 
main in continual ſolitude, that was more 
| adapted and becoming to the ſituation of 
a woman: and what deſire ſoever ſhe 
might have to be always with me, my 
pleaſure conſoled her for every things, 
| Theſe ſentiments were ſo much the more 
agreeable, as they ſet my mind at eaſe, 
| de Salve became more dear to 


7 though not more neceſſary; we che- 
riſh mechanically thoſe, who ſaye us fram 


blame, 


QUILL 4 
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blame, ſtill more they who excuſe our 
faults: whatever complaiſance ſhte had 
for my taſte, I could not be deceived in 
the pleaſure my preſence cauſed her, and 
formed a deſign of paſſing ſome time with 
her, and to behave from gratitude, as 1 
| had heretofore done from paſſion, and as 
it had been impoſſible for me not to do. 
The time we dedicate to propriety only, 
always appears very long ; an involuntary 
reſtlefineſs got the better of me, and it 
ſeemed as if poor madame de Salve per- 
ceived it before I did, for ſhe was the firſt 
to engage me to quit her, and ſeek more 
lively amuſements; ſhe did not directij 
tell me ſo, but ſhe furniſhed me with 4 
pretext that I ſhould perhaps never have 
thought of, though I defired it. I wore 
dered how ſhe could be ſo blind to my 
faults, with ſo much penetration to pre- 
vent even my wiſhes. I loved her only, the 
had no rival in my heart; and ſince no. 
thing was wanting there, I imagined our 
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b 
if ſhe would enter, e I Bere, 
the duenne g he, e a, 
any will but mine. "We paſſe : 11055 55 0 
together in this firain, ,and, I | tound it 


2.3.15 - 30 


much. more agreeable. | Loyers who  haye ve .. 


ſpent the firſt, fire of their palion, are. . 


17 
we ©. 


khan *. tete. If my pleaſures 4 
were not altogether ſo ſaoguine as they , 
had, been, at, lcaſt 1 deſired no other, 


This tranquillity was but of ſhort. Fin 54 


ration, I, had hitherto. been only. inconz, 


ſtant, I ſoon became unfaithful. There are 
women who make advances, without have _ 


ing any other point in view than gaining 


admirers, or ſometimes from a ſimple habit. 


ag petry 1, and, there are, other,, Nh 
would. be totally inſenſible to a man's agg. 
2 t for them, if they did nor. An 
him from another miſtreſs. I met, with 


ons of this, char acter, — unluckily ſhe. 11 


pleaſed, ng 44 iy Wye » Whmadams,:, 
doi de 
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44 Silve whs kno own ; ur commerte pere 
ha 5 rather a ſecret.” but there Were thofe 
0 ho " were hot ignorant of ir. NMadime 
Dor igny rel olved to become her ribal, 
and Bobo gl 1 but too well: this was 4 


hel ** of fancy, Hvely, 1 1 


never” reflected; her youth, Joined o 4 
habirude of pleaſure and coquetry, ſerved 
her inſtead of wit, and often ſupplies its 
place ts bogey. wh in the world. I gave 1 
her” hot (moſt aſſuredly) the leaſt prefers 
ence over Madame de Salve, to whom ſne 
was inferior in every ſingle point; there 
was nothing for her but novelty; my heart 
was always madame de Salye's, yet I de- 
telmined ro amuſe myſelf with Dorſigny, 
ſhe merited nothing more, and did not 
indeed appear to exact more. She had ror” 
a huſband a rich man, who kept a very 
good houſe, and troubled” himſelf vety 


little about the conduct of his wife, bros 


vi led” he dtew OP to his boüſe? 
which 


— 
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Which (good or bad) this houſe never 
wanted. 1 was introduced there by à 
friend of mine, who had no other right 
in the world to preſent me, but that of 
having been introduced there himſelf 
about eight days before. I ſupped there 


K frequently, the vivacity of madame Dor- 


ſigny amuſed me, and ſhe appeared to me a 
proper object to relax my mind from the 
ſerious turn it had acquired by living with 
madame de Salve, whofe character was per- 


fectly adapted for a real paſſion and perma+ 


nent happineſs;ʒ but a ſimple commerce of 


gallantry would afford me more enjoyment. 


The little Dorſigny, who had heard of 
my attachment to madame de Salvẽ, ſpoke 
of her as all women do of one another, 
that is to ſay, ſhe laviſhed praiſes on her 


figure and her wit, with all the ifs and 
and cuſtomary on ſuch occaſions, to 


which I anſwered as I ought; I rendered 
juſtice to madame de Salve, by aſſuring 
her there never had been any other con- 
Sylae | nection 


N 
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nexion between us, than that of ſincere 


friendſhip-z that was enough to tell her I 


ſeryed me for a declaration; without love 
T offered my heart to Dorſigny, and ſhe 
received it in the ſame manner. She 
believed ſhe had razed from my foul 
all traces of madame de Salve; for my 
part, 1 well knew I had done no more 
than replaced one whoſe reign was finiſh+ 
ed. I was very ſoon known in the ſociety 
for her titular lover; that is to ſay, for 
the maitre de la maiſon: I enjoyed all the 
prerogatives of my new dignity, of which 
ic portunities, &c. made a part. I might, 
it is true, introduce whom I pleaſed to 
Dorſigny's houſe; but it was neceſſary 
allo I ſhould preſide at the head of all the 
parties, which were not always ſo amuſing 
as they were noiſy. It was not poſſible I 
ſhould ſuffer myſelf to be carried away by 
this torrent, and preſerve at the ſame time 
nen aſſiduity towards madame os 
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Salve, and Ai alniated me A that; loved 
her morn with the vivatity Thad done was 
certain, but, in ſhort, 1 loved bnly her, 
ſhe, was ſtill more neceſſary to my heart 
than Dorſgny was to my diſſipation. The 
moſt cruel of all ſituations to a man of 
honour, is chat of not being able to recon- 
cile his heart and reaſon to his conduct. 
ly pain greatly increaſed whenever I was 
with madame de Salve; I ſometimes found 
her in a, ſtate of dejcction, which pene- 
trated my very ſoul; ſhe received my ca- 
reſſes, hut. gave me no more; I could not! 
perceive that her heart was cooled towards 


me, ſhe only ſeemed to fear being trouble 


ſame.and.impertinent to me; When I had 
quitced, her, her image. ſtill followed: me, 
and impoiſoned all my pleaſures ;/ I Was 
an hundred times on the brink of return 
ing to her for ever; my ſitution might 
want that enlivening variety brings, but 
it d at leaſt be free from the bitter” 
bent af rmorſe; but what completed” 
| «Ryo e IC 9 en 36 97S; nh my* 
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my, diſquicr, was. che, fear that martariie 
de, Salut ſhould, ever find out my intrigus 


with DorGgoy, vhm Leven fancied Hoved/! 
for Pleaſure does bear'a faint reſemblance 


to love: not but that I rendered the molt” 
exact Juſtice to both the one and he other 
my teuſon was more equitable than my. 
sti „ med THF With bk? 


Dorſigny, but 1 had not the leaſt confi- 


dence in her; whereas nothing befel either 

me or my fortune, that I did not inſtantly 

fly to give madame de Salvẽ an account of 
it, and aſk her advice; I found her always 
the ſame tender, wiſe, enlightened friend, 
with a judgment clear and unwarped | 
by, prejudice. I was not worthy of her, 
yet on theſe occaſions my love returned 


wich all its force; but, alas! it very oon 


ſunk into its former ſtate of languor; tlie 1 
flame of love once extinguiſhed, wil no 
m Produce, a cooflagrationz to. enjoy 
ſf;tranquillity I, Imad render my 
vilits more rare at madame de Salve's houſe, 
and 
2 


262 COUNT” DEA 


and become more criminal, to Toſe” thy: 
remorſe; they were indeed leſs frequent, and 
ſoon became nothing more than a duty 
fulfilled with conſtraint and reluctanee. 
Notwithſtanding that madame de Salve 
was in a ſituation to accept of my hand. 
1 felt no longer that haſte to offer it; 1 
doubted not but ſne would remind me of 
a promiſe on which her honour depended; 
and I dreaded it every moment, but- nota 
word eſcaped her; waiting, without doubt, 
that the propoſal might come from me; 
but to my ſhame I confeſs, I turned her 
delicacy (not having a grain of my own) 
to the beſt uſe for my preſent purpoſes, 
and waved every converſation that could 
tend towards awakening her ideas to the 
ſolemn vows I had made; a performance 
of which ſhe had every reaſon in the 
world to expect, as well as to wiſh, Poor 
madame de Salvẽ never made me "the 
ſmalleſt reproach on my abſence and un- 
pardonable neglect of her. On the other 


UN hand, 
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hand, madame Dorſigny, more vain than 
jealous, (for there was not a ſpark of real 
loye kindled in either of our breaſts) pre- 
tended. that the connexion between ma: 
dame de Salvẽ and me appeared very ſuſ- 
picious, and forbid me ſee ing her; and I 
bad the raſhneſs to promiſe her I would 
not go there any more. I was reduced to 
the moſt cruel of all ſituations. The hap- 
pineſs or miſeries of our lives depend in- 
fiditely more upon theſe trifles, ſo frivo- 
lous in appearance, than on the moſt im- 
portant affairs; more ſincerity or equity 
would have ſpared me much pain. I was 
in this wretched ſituation, when a relation 
of mine, who commonly reſided at his 
eſtate in the country, within a little diſ- 
tance of Paris, came to ſolicit the court 
about an affair which had been long de- 
pending: I intereſted myſelf warmly, and 
was ſucceſsful enough to get it terminated 

to his ſatisfaction. Before he returned 

into the country, he inſilted upon gving 


„bnd me 
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me a ſupper I went to ĩt; on my entering 
the room, he told me (with an air of ſa- 
tafaction) he had taken care to collect 
company that would be agreeable to qe; 
that his great and firſt attention was 
always to aſſort his company properly, 
ſuch as were ſuitable and agrecable to 
each other; and poured forth on this ſub- 
ject many maxims of the avoir viures, 
and was haranguing much in his own 
praiſe, when I beheld madame Dorſigny 
enter. I was charmed, and found qt 
that my relation had (for a man who lived 
ſo much in the country) very pleaſing 
and delicate attentions; but this pleaſure 
was of no long duration, for the inſtant 
after, they announced madame de Salye ; 
my unfortunaꝛe country man being in- 
formed who were the people I generally 
lived with, failed not to invite them; and 
a, all thoſe who live in the world are 
enough known, at. Paris to, each other, 


bath to give and accept a ſupper, he had 
- aſſembled 
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+aſetybled eight or ten perſons.” I never 
in my life felt myſelf in ſo auk ward a ſitua 
tion; I was abſolutely obliged to entertain 
madame de Salve and madame Dorſigny in 
a n. anner ſuitable to the conduct I held in 
particular both with the one and the 
other. The ſuperiority of rank madame 
de Salvẽ held over her rival, authoriſed me 
to pay her all the firſt honours and pre- 
ference; but independent of the regards 
due to rank, they who ſhare our hearts 
have a claim to every diſtinction; but both 
theſe ladies had a right to pretend to mineg 
Beſides, little madame Dorligny not only 
held, that love levelled all ranks, but that 
it ſhould carry me above all common cuſ- 
toms, and permit her to triumph over her 
rival. In vain did I flatter. myſelf the 
weakneſs of her head would admit the ex- 
cuſes I offered, in defence of the prefer- 
ence; and attention madame de Salye's 
birth and friendſhip exacted from me. I 
was horribly deceived; all women have 
„ ſenſe 


ſenſe enough On the ſe occaſions, | and in | 
theſe matters; vanity, enlightens them, 
and, What is worſe, renders them unjuſt, 
My greateſt difficulty was to hide from 
madame de Salye my intrigue with ma- 
dame Dorſigny. I ought not naturally 
to have had ſo much familiarity with 
a woman I had never owned I Was ac- 
quainted with. It muſt be allowed this 
was an embarraſſing ſituation, and that 
a man of ſenſe muſt feel it more ſtrongly 
than a ſimpleton. At table I was placed 
between theſe two rivals; there was no 
advances madame Dorſigny did not make 
me, ſhe went beyond all thoſe liberties 
which cuſtom had tolerated, and which rea- 
ſonable women are ſnocked at. Madame 
de Salvẽ was the only perſon who ſeemed 
not to perceive it: this charmed me; I 
piqued- the little Dorſigny to a degree 
that rendered her ten times more ridicu- 
lous and abſurd than ever. I was in pain, 
vhen, to fill up the meafure of my mi- 
550909 8 ſery, 
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ſery, the maſter of the houſe reminded 
me of alight promiſe I had made Hm, 
to viſit at his countrychouſe; at the 
ſame time aſking all at the table to be 
of the party. I ſhall be infi nitely haps» 
py,“ ſays he, to reunite at my houſe 
this good and agreeable company. He 
addreſſed himſelf firſt to madame de Sal- 
ve, who did not abſolutely refuſe, wairing 
for my anſwer ; madame Dorſigny made it 
for me, and approved mightily of the pro- 
poſal : the journey was fixed for the day 
afrer the morrow. The next morning | 
I went to madame de Salve's with a 
countenance full of embarraſſment and 
guilt. Her blindneſs was inconceivable; 
it was too great for me not to ſuſpect its 
reality; I regarded it as the effect of pru- 
dence, and doubted not ſhe had an expli- 
cation in reſerve for me, however well 
ſhe diſſembled her rage in public; but I 
found not the leaſt change in the reception 
ſhe gave me; and ] really believed ſhe was 


14131 N 2 deceived, 
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dettived; and had no ſort of ſuſpiclon 
of Dorligny and "me. 1 had dreaded the 
part) into the country, büt ' this cheered 
up my ſpirits; I imagined, that after 
having carried on my deception ſo ſuc- 
ceſsfully at ſupper, I ſhould find no great 
difficulty in doing it in the country, and 
preſſed her much to go. She raiſed dif- 
ficulties that aſtoniſned me, but at length 
conſented, and we went the next day. 1 
determined, on my part, to avoid being 
Acne Wich either the one or the ther G 
theſe rivals, and things went on in the 


| country as ſmoothly, as they had done 
a the ſupper. I at firſt ſuffered ſome con- 
raint ; madame de Salve was very grave, 
and madame Dorſigny a mere giddy- brain. 
The tranquillity of the counteſs ſoon Re 
moved all my apprehenſions, and 1 be 
neved her ſo blind as to render all men- 
Fires on my part unneceſſaty: love of 
"plealufe triompned over eſteem; 1 gate 
myſelf oy” to all the whims of ma- 
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dame Vorſigny; and ſhe; ſeemed; to have 
0 further jealouſies of Madame, de Salve, 
Qa. a, recollection of my paſt conduct, 
have often felt of what importance it is to 
a man of honour, to be attentive to the 
prigciples and character of the object he 
Rraches himſelf, to; our virtues or our 
vices depend on it, with this difference 
only, that we ſometimes content ourſelves 
with eſteeming virtue, whereas we neyer 
fail partaking of vice and folly. I ne- 
glected madame de Salye exceſlively, who, 
on the other hand, was the object of the 
regard and attention of all the reſt of the 
company. But Dorſigny and I had fo 
litle regard to appearances, that the leaſt 
clear-ighted mult have penetrated the 
ſecret of our commerce; and in the end 
it blazed out in the eyes of the perſons 
from whom it behoved me moſt to keep i it 
Aa ſecret. Madame Porſigny and I had 

retired to a part of a wood. very little fer- 


duented, here we toyed w * egdqm 
N 3 that 
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that needed no witneſſes 4 rhe place,; the 
otcaflon, and love of pleaſure ſeduced us, 
and was carried to the greateſt length, 
when” chance brought madame de Salve | 
(who fought ſolitude) to the very ſpot 
where we were. She found us in a ſitu- 
ation by no means equivocal. No ſooner 
did the Tee us; than the retired with the 
utmoſt precipitation; but not without 
convineing us nothing had eſcaped her. 
No words can paint the aſtoniſhment and 
itouble we | ſuſtained; we remained for 
forme time motionleſs, and without utters 
ing a ſyllable; I was in abſolute deſpair, 
nat having for the witneſs of my infideliry; 
the perſon in the world I injured by it, 
and who merited it ſo litele, and vo L 
flattered myſelf I had deceived with im- 
Punity until that inſtant, Madame Dor- 
gay knew little of my heart, and ima - 
gined that a man (as the generality of us 
ate guided only by pleaſure and vanity) 
e an n we nde 
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to regard on his Own. account, and pe: 
lieved all the publię cenſure muſt fall. up: 
on her: beſides, to be ſurpriſcd by, a wo- 
man whom ſhe looked upon as an incenſed 
rival; added to this, ſne knew her ſex, 
and judging by herſelf, thought a woman 
needed not the addition of jealouſy to in- 
duce her to enjoy ſuch a diſcovery; the 
cried, ſhe was ruined, for ever ruined, and 

that ſhe would ſet out that very inſtant for 

Paris, not daring to return to the caſtle. 
I employed every argument my reaſon 
could ſuggeſt to calm her, although I had 
myſelf need of the ſame ſuccours: I ſatiſ- 
ficd- her at length of the probity of the 
amiable counteſs, whoſe reſentment againſt 
me I feared, though I was ſure: of her 
prudence, humanity, and diſcretion. I 
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very near fiet ting down to ſupper. Ma- 
dame Porfigny ſaid, ſhe found herſelf wuch 
indiſp boeh, and had need of reſt. 
er of the houſe deemed it the beit | 
. 
# politeneſs to pre ſs her to ſit down to 
rable; and notwithſtanding ſhe wiſhed, and 
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c e did fot dare refuſe him. Madame de 


2911 2 
Ive ( (who knew the cauſe of her indiſpo. 
fuw. dad vac bilo ed 


tion) 1] 
dee 


nay | even | to prevent them ; nor was there 
Vii 
ar one attention ſhe did not ſbew 1 5 


SUNG! 


notping | but the excels of her goodneſs, 


that 1 is to Gay, her generous compaſſion, 
bal Id (after detecting her rival) give her 


eh 1 ecling for. her; but it was thrown 
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ya R madame Dorligny ; The bad nei- 
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Bad pa diſcovered dl wings = 
could: not imagine that a woman, wigh 
fo, many advantages would not make an 
ill ule, of them... Her, gaiety rezurnegl 
with her health, and. before ſupper, was 
Enibed the was as noiſy and abſurd. as 
ever. Madame de Salve was charmed 
at this change in her; 1 had | judged gik. 
ferently, but all that deſerves the name of 'of 
virtue 1 met with in the countels 3 ; ſhe was 
more ſenſibly pleaſed in having atisHe | 


wh 45" 


Dorſigny, t than ſhe would have been. wie 


her  acknowledgments z for thoſe ſhe mu 


have received at the expence of her ha hap- 
pineſs. I durſt not look at madame is 


Salve, and feared ſtill more, meeting op 
alone. TI would | not draw Dorligny 5 


Fl jt 


of the error the was in; but I burne 
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opened my eyes: if ſhe had notuntitnow 
had -thöfe proofs of my infidelity I appre- 
ended; ſhe had ſhrewdly ſuſpected it, and 
Fekarly ſaw the cauſe of her chagtin and 
reſerve towards me, but I could not con- 
celve what it was that hindered her break - 
ing wirkt me; Jeould not doubt her having 
had conviction, and concluded ſhe would 
6nly ſee me to give me my diſmiſfton. 
I ws in abſolute deſpair; I had in reality 
ho” longer that violent, that outrageous 
paſſion for-madame de Salve, which ren4 
deted all other objects tireſome to me, but 
I :4id not love her leſs; my paſſion be- 
came more tranquil, it was united with a 
Feat tte men bender; the inc 
ſtancy which reigned in my mind, more 
than in my heart, the life of intrigue T 
Had led, made me always ſearch out ſome 
free; unreſtrained commerce, 'bur'I loved' 
che cobnteſs only; 1 found her abſolutely 
r6cefary to the happineſs of my life; and 


Peould” n horror that the 
wor!” | a> Was 
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wes going te forbid me ever ſeeing he 
I was ready to ſacriſice madame Dorlignys 
and all the women in the world, to obtain 
a pardon, and reſolved to go to madame 
de Salvẽ, to avow my faults, expreſs my 
remorſe; and endeavour to blot them fram 
her memory, by a conduct more worthy 
her admirer, and a man of honour; toohap · 
py in accepting any conditions ſne ſhould 
impoſe on me. I went with all thoſe fears 
that weigh down the guilty; Laccoſted 
een, ſhe received me: with a ſe⸗ 
rious air, which, however, bore no marks 
of indignation. Notwithſtanding, I durſt 
not open my lips : at laſt, after experi- 
encing a thouſand inward conflicts, I told 
her, I came to throw myſelf at her feet, 
as a criminal, ſoliciting that grace I felt 
I was not worthy of. This amiable wo- 
man had compalſion on my miſeries, and 
would not ſuffer me to continue a conyer- 
ſation which ſhe judged muſt coſt me ſo 


dear... I. ſee, ſays ſhe, 5, you begin to 
28 75 N 6 know 
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enz faults; but perhaps youtrtycn 
0 not yourſelf wich thoſe : moſtſon /i 
ly feel; z u, pay] have lacrificed alb 
to] ou: belie lieve not l was ſeduced. by ihe 
pleaſures of ſepſe ; not but that I par: 
took. of Jour pleaſures, yet it, was lover 
«lone determined me; I never. had a wWiſn 
| but, that of making you happy; it Mas 
not, o your oaths, your vows, I yielded 
they, anſwered for your honeſty, but they 
are nat the bond that unites hearts, anddl 0. 
have conſulted. but my OWN. Lou are 
hayey ver, no leſs obliged to fulfil. your en 
gage emegis, though I have ſeen hon much 
you \ ſeared, I ſhould remind you of them 
1 chou perhaps have expoſed you to pro 
cecding 8 full as bad, bad I refuſed you 
my THY or if I had done you the honour, ,, 
to Fn it, 1 ſhould have been much 


1 1 


more unh nappy ; your engagements would 
Nie 43 
have. ay mented your guilt, and rendered 
; 3 9110 
we {tl more odious to you.“ At theſe. 


wat md den and. throwing, 
myſelf 
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myſeif ar her feet, gave htr ce (ms 
lvey marks lof u Hncere fepentanbe, Kt 

ſedl her to accept of bau "abi Fee 

to Preſerve a fidelity e ene It 58 k 

now the time,“ fays the ;* 1 belteve you 122 


005 


offers and your proteſtations ſineerè a at this 
moment, but you promiſe mtc BP you * 
can perform; you have been Until i 

me, you will be ſo again; "It . Paci 
never to have been falſe, but to habe been * 
ſo but once is without example: there has | 
been a time I could flatter myſelf a 
your-conſtancy ; you had given yourſelf” 
up'to gallantry and intrigue, withou it exer © 


LYOY 


having been really in love; love migh 1 
perhaps fix ydu; I even dared to hope It: 


22953 


ſince he could not, nothing can; Jou,, 
would be able to obſerve decencies, to 


ſave appearances; but appearances ill op. 1 


ply the place of love. I ſaw not your q 
coolneſs for me without the bittereſt | * bs 
; 


row: I felt, before you even felt it, it, the 
6: ĩuſtant of your We a miſtreſs. 
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ö is very clear · ſighted. IL bid: (as much aas 
poſſible from you) my pain, I diſſembled 
my vexations ; complaints and reproaches 
never reclaim any body; I ſhould have 
afflicted you unprofatably, to no manner 
of purpoſe. Hitherto you had only been 
upon the reſerve with me; had I appeared 
to you more penetrating, I ſhould have 
obliged you perhaps to have had recourſe 
to falſehoods, to deceive me. I ſee that to 
be conſtant is not in the power of the men, 
and that their education renders infidelity 
familiar to them; their attachments en- 
 tirely depend on tlie vivacity of their incli · 
nations; when the paſſeflion, when the con- 
fidence of a woman (who is credulous only 
becauſe ſhe loves) has once extinguiſhed 
thoſe inclinations, it is not eſteem, nor 
even love, which can recall them; it is 
novelty alone can have that effect. He- 
ſides, that the prejudices of the world 
encourage men to infidelities ; their ho- 
36 vanity is flattered, 
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aud cuſtom | aurhoriſes it. If any thin 8 
can conſole me, it is ſeeing that I have 
ſtill preſerved your eſteem, and, if I dared 
fay it, your love; at leaſt, all the tender- 
neſs your heart is now capable of. You 
have nat been altogether ſo unfaithful to 
We as jou could | perhaps have wiſhed to 
be; for, in ſhort, it is grie vous to have 
one's own heart always to combat with; 
you have experienced that remorſe, which 
you would have been entirely freed from, 
had you ceaſed to love. I alone poſſeſs 
your heart; I never did any thing to loſe 
it, and thoſe whom you preferred to me in 
your: pleaſures, were not perhaps worthy 
of it; at leaſt, it depended not on you to 
love them. Judge if at preſent it becomes 
me to accept your hand; me, who can- 
not he happy, if I find not at the ſame 
time in my huſband the lover and the 
friend: the laſt of theſe titles is to me by 
far the moſt flattering; I would not, I 
ought-not, I cannot Rn any other 
Dust x 8 I have 


r COUNT PE. 
Ihaye had intereſt enough in you ta ſtudx 
you, and tim to kh] ¾ u; your hearh 
is good and faithful, but ur ming, figkls; 
and unoertain, and diſſipation the main of 
ydur character: follow your taſte, have 
miſtreſſes, I ſhall be too much fla tteretd in 
remaining your friend; it is ſo ure that 
friendſnip follous or ſucceeds to loves 
though another partakes of your inclina- 
tions, I enjby your whole confidence; 1 
mall have no rival in my ſentiments; and 
F have too much delicacy, and too much 
pride, to let me deign to ſhare you wü 
Ret)” be he whom the will. The more! B 
hoped” to reclaim you, the more blind 
T ſcemed to your foibles; and the being 
perfiiaded; as you were, that you ap. 
peired"really innocent in my "eyes; left 
pod at Hiberty'to ceaſe being culpable : 4 
fumnlar conduct on my part will no longer 


pe Upon yo, and ſerve only to render 
ne contemptible I was ſo ſtrucl wich 


3 FR and elegance of ma 
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dure de gal ves diſeeurſe; that all my pak 
ſtow for het rekindled; and b chad no other 
intention but that ef ſacrificingimadame: 
Horſigny as à condition of our reconcili- 
ation ; and in this moment I would have 
ſacrificed the univerſe to her. I conjured: 
her to cheriſh: once more her former ſenti- 
ments towards me, and to accept of my 
hand as a ſecurity for mine. All my pro- 
te ſtations were of no avail; I found this 
amiable woman equally tender in her 
friendſhip and firm in her reſolutions; all 
the rights of a lover were interdicted me; 
I ſpent, notwithſtanding, two months with 
her, without quitting her a ſingle moment, 
without ſeeing any other woman, and with 
ad gaining avy thing by my pericyerance. 
Deſpairing at length to ſoften her, and not 
daring to condemnher, Ifeared to preſs her; 
h ſubmitted myſelf. to her diſpoſition, and 
returned to my former habits. Madame 
de Salve remarked it, and was the, firſt 
to talk to me of it. I * ** 
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ſoon as ſhe would, I was ready to ſacrifice 
all, for the honour and happineſs of return- 
ing to her. Iwas as aſſiduous in my viſits as 
ever, becauſe her preſence no longer em- 
barraſſed me, and I was no more occupied 
in hiding from her my intrigues or my re- 
morſe: ſhe talked to me of my miſtreſſes, 
ſhe drew their pictures in lively (but juſt} 
colours, and gave me leſſons for my con- 
duct. I always admired the juſtneſs of 
her ſentiments, and committed no one in- 
fidelity towards her, if I may be allowed 
the uſe of the expreſſion, in the ſingular 
| uation T lived in with madame de Salve, 
which ſerved to make me diſcover new 
qualities in her ſoul, and new charms in 
her underſtanding, and to attach me ſtill 
more and more to her. The commerce 
which ſubſiſted between the counteſs and 
me was certainly of a ſpecies entirely new; 
[ ſometimes feared it would- extinguiſh 
thoſe ſentiments ſhe had vowed to' pre- 
_ for me. That would indeed have 
plunged | 
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plunged me into the utmoſt deſpair ; bex 
heart was ſtill more precious to me than 
all my pleaſures. “ The indulgence,” 

ſaic Ito her, . you have had for all my 
intrigues, could proceed but from your 
indifference; that it is I who ſhould be- 
come : jealous, is undoubtedly ridiculous 
and whimſical enough; but, in ſhort, I 
cannot defend myſelf from the force of 
jealouſy, when 1 fee you fo little touched 
with. it: if you judge me innocent, you 
would not believe yourſelf very criminal, 
in giving ear to another lover. Madame 
de Salve could not forbear laughing at my 
jealouſy. It would not be your con · 
duct,“ replied ſhe, which ought to give 
me ſcruples, had I the leaſt complaiſance 
far any other than you; but you may reſt 
ſatisfied on that ſcore; nothing ever equal- 
led my happineſs, while I believed myſelf 
the only. obje& of your regards, and I am 
better pleaſed {ill to preſerve your heart 


by my. indulgence, than to drive you from 
555 [VIC me 


p al an the fa me law to men an 


| 43s double injuſtice to condemn that in 


ill-treat their wives for having a a favourjt 
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we by a ſeverit ty 9 8 would in the. end 
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forely retort on yielf h was J 
R IVE I n&n1 7 Re 


to follow your exal ple, could you rea- 
III. 9TH! 


fonably! dene we? e has given 
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men. "Nevertheleſs, .3 you would 1 


me, you not only pardon, but 1nd rajle- 


worthy in Yourſelf, But that dae 


1 102 


ptineipally t. to render you eaſy in regard 


ZR Ns 
to this, i is, that women, with infinitely mp more 


tenderneſs of heart than men, have my 
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left vicious. inclinations. The injurious | 


reproaches thrown out againſt them, une 


jult in themſelves, owe perhaps their c ori. 
gin to thoſe men who, void of all probity, 
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lover, who probably never exiſted but in 


their idle brains. As for myſelf, I aver to 


you, 1 am very little ſenſible to the plea- 
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ſare of ene without love; I ſhould ne- 
yer Have known « them 55 therefore be af 


ſuͤred ch my kdelty,: although you Rs | 
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re in | e you, than you can poſſibly 
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meer with i in your r incoallancy. My re- 
ſped & and my x ad miration augmented each 
FI f r madame de Salve; 3, her ſentiments 
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made me bluſh. at my ganz but did not 
ma e me correct them. t was not realon, 
that could draw me out of my error; i 

Was 5 reletved for me to be diſguſted witl 

theſe e creatures by the very women thems. 
ſelves, and I very ſoon begun to find no- 
thin g defirable in their commerce; 85 their, 
ine their grace, their turn of mind, 
even their follies, had nothing in them is 
10 e. 1 could not gain a miſtreſs which 


did not reſemble thoſe I had already poſ- 


(hd; the whole ſex were no more to me 


than © one woman who was grown infipid. 
£941 


to me: but what was remarkably ſingular, 
madame de Salve acquired new char 
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| my eyes; r figure cffaced. all I had ever 
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beheld; and I could not conceive how it 
had been poſſible for me to prefer any 
petſon upon earth to her, | Habitude, 
which diminiſhes the price of beauty, adds 
to character, dignity, c. and ſerves but 
to attach us more ſtrongly. Beſides, my 
inconſtancy towards the lovely counteſo, 
gave her occaſion to ſhew me virtues I 
thought above humanity, and which my 
injuſtice made ſhine forth in their full 
luſtre, She regained all her rights over 
my heart, or rather it was no more the 
violent, tumultuous emotion which at firſt 
drew me after her, and which became in 
the end the ſource of my errors; it was 
no more the impetuous intoxication of the 
ſenſes; a ſentiment a thouſand times more 
tender, more tranquil, and more delightful 
filled my foul, and cauſed a calm to reign 
in it, which ſtill added to my happineſs, 
in leaving it at liberty to feel it. I fa 
madame de Salv6/inceſſantly z/ my viſits 


od | which 
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which were ſufpended for ſome time, when 
J wiſhed to hide from her the knowledge 
of my infidelities, now became more fre- 
quent than ever, ſo ſoon as they were un- 
reſtrained ; and in a very little time 1 


found neither pleaſure nor comfort out of 


her houſe. Inſenſibly, and without my 
perceiving it diſtinctly, diſguſt detached 
me from that world, which diſſipation had 
cauſed me to ſeek. It was madame de 
Salve that firſt remarked it to me; I agreed 
with her, and ſeized this opportunity to 
preſs her anew to accept of my hand. 
« I'now conſent,” rephed ſhe, © I cannot 
in conſcience refuſe it; I no longer fear 
loſing you; but you will own to me it is 
very ſingular, that to take a huſband, 1 
have been obliged to wait till his paſſion 
for me was extinguiſhed ; nevertheleſs, it 
is this which renders me ſecure of your 
heart ; it is not my lover that I eſpouſe, 
it is a friend with whom I unite myſelf; 

1 whoſe 


hs 
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whoſe tenderneſs and. eſteem is to me a 
thouſand times more precious than all che 
idle tranſports of a blind paſſion,” 


As our marriage needed no other pre- 
parations than our mutual conſent, it was 
very ſoon concluded. It is no more the 
vague pleaſures of love we cheriſh 3-4 ſen- 
timent infinitely, more noble, more tender, 
teigns in my heart. How was I charmed, 
on reflecting I might aſſure myſelf of poſ- 
ſeſſing for ever all that was dear to me on 
earth! and of paſſing my life with this ex- 
cellent woman, in whom I met the ſame 
inclinations! . he world, far from being 
peceſſary to our happineſs, could only 
teaze us; therefore I made a propoſal 
to madame de Salvẽ of going to paſs ſome 
time at my eſtate in the country, which 
the accepted with rapture. She ſaid, ſhe 7; 
deſired nothing but me, and the place 
where ſhe could enjoy my company with 
the moſt. uninterrupted tranquillity, ſhe 
ſhould 
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now a” year ſince we left Paris, and we 
Have never had a ſingle wiſh to return: 


are more and more charmed with our ſoli- 
tude ; I find the whole univerſe in my wife, 
who is my foul; ſhe is all my heart can 


' with for, and deſires no other bliſs on earth 
but to paſs her life with me: we live, 


e feel, we think together; We enjoy that 
union of hearts which is the fruit and the 


me 48 the work of bit own hands. I 


ſuaded the ftoktion I enjoy is the hap- 
pieſt an honeſt man and a man of honour 
can aſpire to. It was madame de Salve 
lan O that 


-Mibul@ ab ays prefer to any other. It is 


for What habe we to do with a world 
uſeleſs towards our happineſs, and to 
which we ſhould appear ridiculous? We 


principle of virtue. What attaches me. 
tilt more to my wife is, that to her I owe 
this ineſtimable jewel, this precious vir- 

tue; and ſhe, without doubt, cheriſhes 
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1555 255 me know the high price, che real 
val le of 4 reaſonable. woman: until. now 


L knew, 1 not the ſex, but judged of them 
by thoſe who partook of my errors; and l 
judged unfairly even with reſpect to them. 
With what juſtice dare we reproach them 
with faults of which we are both the au- 
thors and the accomplices? The greateſt 
part of them had never fallen into irre- 
gularities and debaucheries, but from 
placing i in men a confidence they were not 
worthy of, Numbers would never have 
had weakneſſes, had they not had tender- 
neſs of ſoul; a quality which enhances 
even the price of virtue. Both ſexes have 
in common vices and virtues; virtue has 
ſomething that appears ſtill more amiable 
| in women, and their faults deſerve our 
pity. From the wretchedneſs of the 
education they receive in their infancy, 
they are told of their duty, without being 
made to know the true principles of it. 
heir 


>, 
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heir lovers ſobn aftet ehteftalt ths Wilk 
4 language diametrically oppoſite.” How 
then can they defend themiſelves frottr ſel 
duction? The method of education % 
general is ſtill very imperfect, not to ſay, 
barbarous; but that of women is the m6 
neglected: : there is, nevertheleſs, but olle 


1 1 morality for both the ſexes, 210d) 
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28. Hiſtory of the County of Eſſex; wich 
abundance. of plans and elevations, and a map of 
the County... 6 vols. 8 vo. price 24. 25. boun#/ ce 

29. Uſong: An Oriental Tale, from an Eaſt· 

ern Manuſcript. 12mo. price 33. 6 d. 
30. An Inquiry into the Neceſſity of Prepia- 
ration for the Lord's Supper. 8 vo. pics 3% 
bound. 

31. The Love Epiſtles of Arifenctur! faut. 
lated from the Greek. 12mo.. price 35. bound. 
32. The Letters of Georgiens on Ditheso Fro: 
price 15. 6d, N 10 

33. A poetical Eſſay on the Exiſtence, Proviz 
dence, and Attributes of God. In three parts, 
4to. By Mr. Roberts of Eton. Price 35. 64, 

34. A poetical Epiſtle on the Engitth Poets, 
By the fame. to. price 17. 

35. The Art of planting and cultivating. lle 
Vine; with complete inſtructions for managing a 
vineyard and making wines. Sar: d: It. 
Fiorre, 1 2mo, price 55. 3 4. ſew 


35. All 


BOO Es \priite# for J. Wires: 


36. All the Works of Plato; tranſfated by 
Madam AA ier, Anew edition 12mp, 7. 

37: The Letters to a Man-midwiſe, on the 
Impropriety, Danger, and Indecency of calling 
9 Aſliſtanee of Men- mid wives. 8vo. price 
1. 64, _ 

38. An Appeal to Common Senſe on Behalf of 
Religion. By Dr. Oſwald. 2 vols. 8 vo. price 
113. 6Y. bound. 

39. Jebb's Theological Lectures; delivered at | 
Cambridge. 4to. price 25. 6 4. | 

40. The Holy Bible; abridged of all the tech- 

nical Terms and abftruſe Paſfages, and adapted to 

| the Uſe of *Schools and private Families: Con- 
taining all thoſe parts of the Old and New Teſ- 
taments only which relate to the faith and practice 


of a Chriſtian; divided into chapters and para- 
raphs; A work which has been long wiſhed for. 
the Rev. Mr. Wynne, 8vo. price 5s. bound. 
41. A praòëtieal Family Bible; Containing the 
| Old and New-Teſtamentz with Notes, chiefly 
| ſelected from the writings (particularly Setmons) 
of the moſt approved proteſtant divines. Adorned 
wirh 43 elegant engravings of ſubjects well choſen 
from the Scripture hiſtory; by Taylor, Half, 
| Gtignion, &. &e.- By the Hon, and Rev. Francis 
. Willoughby. In 2 vols. folio, price 21. 5's. in 
dea. 
| 
| 


42. A Dialogue between a Lawyer and a Coun- 
ay NE the Doin of Diftrefs for 
Rent: Giving ample direQions to a landlord ho-. 
to proceed in caſes of diſtteſs fot rent, and to 2 
tenant in what things may or may not be taken; the 

time and manner of taking ſuch diftreſs; how to 
ule the things diffrained7; the effe ts of making an 
illegal diſtreſs, & i & e. SVO pries. 64.4 
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